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i of 0 age is a complaint 
| with many men who contribute to increaſe it. 
In like manner, the inattention of the people 
is complaint with many preachers. who are 
themſelves to blame. A dull diſcourſe naturally 
produces @ lifileſs audience; there being few 
”  hearers who wilt attend to that bye which: their 


in a waeren To engage the heart, with a 


view to mend it, ſhould be his grand ambition. "A 


OO may e ſome way or 
other fubſervient to that, entertainment ſhoul 
| Ae be admitted into a Sermon. There: 

ſay the truth, - we ſeldom meet are too en 
Fer e Would to Go 


r r - 


vi 


* E FA CE 
The Author of the following Diſcourſes 1 was . 


L 5 to publiſh them, from an unfeigned EN. 
regard for the F emale Sex; from a fervent 
| zeal for the heſt intereſts of ſociety, on which : 


he believes their diſpoſitions and deportment 


will ever have a mighty 1 influence; and, laſtly, 
from a ſecret deſire long felt of trying whether 


that ſtyle of preaching, which to him appears, 
upon the whole, adapted to an auditory above 
the vulgar rank, might ſucceed on a ſubje& of 


4 this nature; nothing of the * 11 that he 
any language. That the n was as di 


| 5oult 
as it was new and that this very difficulty 


m1 


was probably the cauſe of its having been 
| hitherto declined, he could not help conſidering 

at the ſame time; and the conſideration created 
ſuch a diffidence of ſucceſs, as made him deſirous 
of concealing. himſelf. As to the candour of ; 
the public, he entertained no diſtruſt. On that 
he chearfully relied for every proper allowance, 


more eſpecially reſpecting ſome ſingularities in 


1 1 the mode of compoſition, upon which we would _ 
not have ventured but for the uheommonneſs of 
the occaſion. Nor has he been gong: | 
But the public has not ſhewn Tengen ouly.;'it t 
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— 88 
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Joy even n exerciſed indulgence perſons of be 
ſexes, of various denominations, and of different 
taſtes, have joined in expreſſing the moſt gene- 
rous approbati on. The fears that attended the 
firſt. experiment being thus diſpelled, there was 

1 no longer any reaſon for ſuppreſſing the writer's 705 
5 name. And indeed it had been in vain, the 
majority of his readers n ee diſ- 


8 covered him. . 


"Tha x very. 1 opinion, 5 fr beyond 
his expectation, affords him peculiar pleaſure, | 3 4 
as it raiſes his hopes, that what 1 is here ſuggeſted. 
| may, by the bleffing of heaven, which he hum- 
bly implores, contribute to. the improvement of 
the moſt agreeable part of the creation, and by 
conſequence both to their own felicity, and that 
of millions with whom they are now, or may be 
hereafter, connected. In this caſe, it will add to 
His happineſs to reflect, that he has rendered the 
plain voice of Truth acceptable amongſt thoſe 
who are daily . = the TY of Flat. 
tery. = SOR 


The 3 is ; willing to TORY that women. 
of moſt conditions, and at all ages, may meet 
with ſome uſeful counſel, or ſome ſalutary hint, 


2 : 


* + 
R 


= * ſhould curioſity invite dw to lock inte Dec ain 
=: - courſes: Should any of thoſe young perſons in 
genteel life, to whom they are chiefly add efled, 
deem the reprehenſſons they contain too ſevere; 
or too indiſeriminate; he can only fav; that as 18 
all were dictated by friendſhip n61eſst an by con» 
viction, ſo he wiſhes it to be underſtood, t 
many were occaſioned by a particular obſervation 
of thoſe characters and manners which are eſteem- 
ed faſhionable > amongſt the YouxG and the Gay | 
_ bf this metropolis. | In the Country (a denomina- | 
nation which, as matters are commonly conduct - 
ed, he can by no means allow to the neighbour- 
hood of London) the contagion of vice and folly, 7 
it may be preſumed, is not fo. epidemical, In 
ſhort, he is perſuaded, that women of worth and 
ſenſe are to be found every where, but moſt fre- 
quently in. the calm of retreat, and amidſt the 
| covIneſs of recollestion. e 
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RMO N . 


On the Importance of the 1 Sex, eſpecially 1 the 
Younger Part. | 5 8 4 


1 Tim. ii. 8, 9, 10. 5 

# will=that women adorn themſelves i in mideſft 5 with 185 
ſbamefacedneſt and ſobriety; nat with broidered hair, or 

gold, or pearls, or coſtly array: but (which becometh wo- 
OY Ir OS: 


* 


SERMON IL Rs 
e Drone Ons Modeſty of Appar. 3 


14 Tix. li. 8, 9. 


Fi evill—that women” adorn ali. in , Se 5 
ene, e $i oat. 1 Page 19 


SERMON 1. 


— 


3 on Female Reſerve. 


. =, n l 8, 3 
011— ther women adorn themſelves with ec, 5 


JFC 
SERMON Iv. | 
On Female V irtue. 


nh £ 1 TI X. ii. 8, 3 | . 
I will=that c women n themſelves with urig. 43 


SER M 0 N v. 
on Female Virtue, Friendſhip and Converſation, ” 


"= 1 'T1M. ii. 8, 9. | 
1 will——that women adorn themſelves with Sobriey. 


- 


| co Ls iv. 6. a : 
Let your + Speech be always with Grace, * with ſalt. 
: Page 74 
SERMON vi. 


'On Female Virtue, with Domeſtic and Elegant Accom- 
pliſnments. 


* Tin. ii. 8, 9. | 
1 will=—that women adam themſelves with Sari. 


PRO v. xxxi. 10, 31. 
WH ho can find a Virtuous Woman? For her price it far above 
rubie. Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her 
. praiſe her in the gates. ä 


8 ERM ON vi. 


On Female Virtue, with TatelleQual Avcompliſhments 


. 5 1 Tix. fl. 8, 9. | 
Ml | 2H iat women adotn themſelves with Sobriety. 


ret. 


8 . 
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CONTENTS 


Pkov. iv. 5, 6, 8, 9% 


Gu Wi un, get Under ſtanding . Forſale her not, and ſbe _ 
Pall preſerve thee : love her, and ſbe ſball keep thee, — 
Exalt her, and ſhe ſball promote thee, —She ſhall give to' 


thy head an ornament * acrown of glory ſball ſbe de- 
wm to thee. 1 — * 120 


— — . — 


8 SERMON VIIE, 
On Family Virtue, with Intellectual Wanken. 


6 1. TI. ii. 8, 9. 5 
I will=—that women adorn ele with Ssbriety. 


Prov. iv. 5» 6, 8, 9. 


Cet Wiſdom, get Underſlanding.—Forſake zer bor, por he ; 
ſpall preſerve thee : love her, and ſbe ſhall keep thee.— 
Exalt her, and ſbe ſball promote thee.—She ſhall give to 


_ thy head an ornament.of grace: @ crown of glory ſhall ſhe 
deliver tothe. 3 | . 141 


| On Female rie. 


e Tix. li. 10. : 
* hich lane women prefe ſi * ou. 


5 


ES N prov. XXxi. 30. 


Favuour i 15 deceitful, and beauty i is vain : but a woman that Kare 
"00 the Lord, She 1 8 be e e Page 162, 


SERMON * 


Owthe hs ſubject. a Page 183 
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SERMON, xl. „ 


. | On the fame je. Page 20a 
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| On Good Works. 


1 TI. ii. 8, 9, 10. 


1 tier women adorn themſelves in ae ET | 
with ſhamefacedneſs and ſobriety; not with broidered hair, © 
or gold, or pearls, or coſtly array, but (which becomet  - 
women profeſ ng rm J with good worki, P. aaa 


— > a RS 


SERMON XIII. „ 
On Female Meckneſs. | 


«i Per. 1. J 4. 


vn rs 1 1. it not be that whoa tn of plait- 
ing the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of 
apparel; but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that 
= avhich is not corruptible, even the ernament of a Meck and 
Wie 5 ons . in the _ of God of great price. 
Page 2 39 


SERMON XIV. 


On the ſame ſubject, 5 Page 258 5 


k -. 


' Women "hs then 


2 and 1 1 7 5 with broidered ho 


Wn 


AN a maid forget her ornaments, or a " beide her 
46 attire 7 is the: Almighty? 8 queſtion by the mouth of "i 
prophet. Splendid attire and rich ornaments Ae in many 
—_ of ſcripture ſpoken of without-eenſure, and ingf 
with approbation. © The king's daughter, ſays the 
pſalmiſt, * is all glorious within:” he add g's her elothing! © 
; 0 is of wro ght gold; ſhe ſhall be brough | t unto | the kin 
41 in raiment of needle- Work. - The Virtuous Woman is: 


in the Proverbs applauded for & clothing her bouſfiold with 


„ ſcarlet, and herſelf with ilk and purple he Creator 


bas poured unbounded beauty over his works: ; Witneſs. 


f 


the flowers of the field, celebrated by our Saviour himſelf; 


T witneſs the gems of the mine, mentioned i in che Rerelati- 


* 


on of St. John, as em 


N e Foe ths) 2 . 55 


. 


| 55 to 40 New Jeane witneſs, in general, all chat won i 


derf portions,” that pleaſe 
the eye, and amuſe the imagination, with endleſs variety. 
Who can reſiſt, who indeed ought to reſiſt, the agreeable 


x colouring, alid thoſe fair pi 


effect? Surely the author of Nature does nothing in vain. 
He ſurely meant, that by beholding her with delight we 


; bl might be led to copy her with care, and from contemplating : 
the inferior orders 179 we N. to the > admiration 11. that 5 


— 


TURES? 5 8 


1 


*"Asthe has ha eee e the 805 0 
entertainment, no leſs than for the proviſion and accom- 


W 


modation of man; ſo has he inſpired that genius, and ſup- | 
plied thoſe powers, by which they are moulded into form, 


and heightened into ſplendor. In ſaying this we are war- 
ranted by revelation itſelf, where we are expreſsly told, 


that the ſpirit of the Lord filled Bezaleel, Aholiab, and 
others, with wiſdom, and underſtanding, and know- 


< ſedge, to deviſe and work alt manner of curious and cun- 
ning works of the carver of wood, the cutter of ſtones, 


* the jeweller, the engraver, the weaver, the embroiderer 
4 in blue and in purple, in ſcarlet and in fine linen.“ 
What multitudes are daily employed and comfortably ſup- 
Ported by theſe and ſuch * enen 58975 e any 


one is ignorant. 8 1 | „„ 


T hat works of i ingenuity ind ce are eden t 
een in your ſex, and that the ſtudy of them ought to 
enter into female education as much as poſſible, all, * 
think, are agreed. In fine, none but the moſt contrafted, 
or the moſt: prejudiced, will deny that women may avail 
_ themſelves of every decent attraction, that can lead to a 
tate for which they were manifeſtly formed; and that, 
_ ſhould they by any negle&t of their perſons render them. 


ebe leſs amiable than God has made them, they would 0 
ä 28 of 1 zen 4 
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7 heſe conſiderations will I apprehend, " * more 
than ſufficient to prove, that the paſſage of St. Paul which 


Z I have ſelected for r my text is not to be underifood ſtrictlyß 
50 and abſolutely, where it ſeems to condemn female ornament 


in general. It was common with the Hebrews. to expreſs | 


comparative precepts in a poſitive manner, as might be 


ſhown from a number of texts. But) you are not "diſpoſed | 

; to doubt it. What then is our apoſtle's 8 meaning? 1 
would exhort, and everi enjoin chriſtian women, always | 

| , to dreſs with decency and moderation ; never to go be- 

85 yond their circumſtances, nor aſpire above their tation, 

1 ſo as to preclude or hinder works of mercy ; not to value 
S themſelves on their dreſs, or deſpiſe others more mean 

955 ly habited: in. ſhort, never to ſpend too much time or 

. # thought on the embelliſhment of the body; but always to 

© prefer the graces of the mind, modeſty, meekneſs, pru- 
* dence, piety, with ali virtuous and charitable occupations; | 
all beautiful and uſeful accompliſhments ſuited to 


BM their rank. and condition. Theſe are the chief orna- 


ments of their ſex ; theſe will render them truly lovely 26 
£ Women; and as. ; Chriſtians, theſs will more peculiarly 
* become them. Such, I conceive, is the doctrine of this 


| ? divine writer, and of his fellow apoſtle St. Peter on the 


ſame ſubject; and ſuch, in ſubſtance, was the doctrine af 


| ſome of the wiſeſt heatliens. Give me leave to quote one 8 


| of them: 1 It is not gold, nor emeralds, for purple, 8 
* but modeſty, gravity, 5 decent deportment, that can 
truly adorn a woman.“ . Ah, my fair friends, how at⸗ 
tractive and how happy might all of you be, were you ef 
: feQually perſuaded. to form yourſelves on ſuch maxims; and 


what ſingular pleaſure would it afford the OY if f by 1 8 


tha bleſſing of Go he 29 5 ſo Fa N 


e it 5" hn nid. cad jou women, bellen : 


be truth. It is a melancholy conſideration... Flattery 2 
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1 1 and ſometine, dete liſtened 9: 
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Hay he Wie for your a tte ition, hoſe" rater Wed, 
him to fatter, and whoſe principles are equally ayerſe to 
„ 0 it & Nothing, "3, am "convinced, can be more pernicious to 
5 your beſt intereſts than the adulation with Which you are 
1 early a and ſo generally entertained. You will not look 
for i it hefe. But be not afraid, on the other hand, of the 
| itterneſs of reproach, or the bluntneſs of incivility. If 
any thing ſhould appear- -barſh, be aſſured it proceeds from . 
Su: Fes regard. We would not willingly offend, weare natus 
: rally ſolicitous to pleaſe you; bat we dare not promote ; 
| Four pleaſure a at the Apen of "your Rog Fo 195 
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ful and candid Amen e is not edelst with the hit : 
ter; and of the former, if I be not e it is s the tru- > 
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Te we abs thrown y Jeu upon. the provecion E. | 
our ſex. To yours we are indebted on many accounts. | | 
He chat abuſes you diſhonours his mothet. Virtuous wo- 
wen are the ſweetners, the charm of human life. . A Vir- 
© tyous Woman—her price is far above rubies,” "This i 8 
not fattery ; z it is Juſt praiſe: and that every. one of. you 5 
. may deſerve ſuch commendation, is my earneſt prayer. 
11 Much, I am ſure, depends, on YOu, And this ſhall be my. 
_— Fir Point; to which I will devote the preſent diſcourſe, ws 

as a proper . els for what i is to follow. That I thus 
| addreſs you.in particular i is, principally N to the idea | [ 2 

have formed of your ene. 6 %Üͤ ORs 
Ws le that depreciates 3 your bx i is 2s Ws ſociety, as he | 
is 5 unjuſt to you. Vet to do ſo in your | abſence is, Tam 
ſorry to ſay, too common withr many men z with thoſe ve 
ry men that ſoothe you to your faces, and are dupes to 
. Jour ſoils, Is. -this either manly or fair? Becauſe there 
25 are fooliſh and v1 viciaus women, does it follow that there e 
x Lare 1 295 my iber? Were . an e to prevail 
5 | | e 
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. whit would beco 0 of human kind Were ſo 
- ungracious a ſyſtem once. eſtabliſhed, is there not reaſon 
to fear, it would ſoon grow to be too well founded? The 
world, we know, is mightily influenced by reputation. 
Applauſe incites and animates; contempt has the contrary 
effect. A concern for character is, from their conſtitution, . 
education, and circumftances, particularly ſtrong in women; 
' in all but thoſe who, having loſt their native honours, 
have withthem loſt their ſenſe of ſhame; an e 08 WP, 
which they would have hardly deſoended, + h "0 00: 

_firſf e in ain on eſtimation. 8 = | Way 


That 0 maxim of nent 4% bs Rent 
| ty, ”. ſeems to me peculiarly proper for a woman. She 
that does not reverence herſelf muſt not hope to be reſpect· 
ed by others. I would therefore remind you of your own. 
value. By encouraging you to entertain a uit eſteem for 
yourſelves, I would on one hand guard you againſt every 
thing degrading, and on the other awaken your ambition to 
act up to the beſt ſtandard of your ſex; ; to aſpire at every 
e every noble quality that i is adapted to your ſtate, 
or that can inſure the affection and preſerve the i neg 
to which you were born. Now this importance is very 
great, whether we conſider you in your preſent 1 con- 
. or as afterwards o connected in e e ; 

Coaldaing'y you in ons . angle i I nooks 
begin where your duty in ſociety begins, by putting you in 
mind how deeply your Parents are intereſted in your beha- 


viour. For the ſake of the argument, I ſuppoſe your pa- 


rents to be aliye. Thoſe that have had the mis fortune to 


be early deprived of theits, are commonly. left to the care * mo 
of ſome friend or guardian, who is underſtood to. ſup | 6 


| their place; and to ſuch my remarks on this head will not 
be al together inapplicable. But I muſt likewiſe S 


tha 2 8 e deſerne as, name, W they arg ray, 
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| e for your virtue and eee Go pl 
are there then any of thy creatures ſo unnatural, as to ne- 
4 gle the culture and happineſs of the children thou haſt gi- 
ven them? Yes, and worſethan to negledt i it. Be afto- 
* niſhed, O ye heavens at this l' There are beings callr 
ed Parents, and Chriſtian parents, who are at pains to in- 
troduce their unexperienced offspring to folly, to vice, to 
every practice that can plunge them in miſery What, 
Mothers too, and mothers profeſſing godlineſs P Is it 
0 poſſible that they can train up the fruit of their womb, their 
© own daughters, to diſhopour and deſtruction? Alas! it is 
done every day, and paſſes unregarded. There i is not per- 
haps i in the whole ſcience of female vanity, female luxu- 
ry, or female falſhood, a ſingle article that is not, taught, 
and alſo exemplified, by thoſe Chriſtian Mothers, to the 
poor young creatures whom every dictate of nature, as 
well as every principle of the goſpel, ſhould engage their 


A 8 ede 2000 e On 
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| parents to bring up in mpdeſty, ſobriety, and ſimplicity of 
manners. What words can e the guilt of ſuch a con- 
duct? e | | 


* 
a 
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0 you who now 3 me bleſt with parents that even in 
| chaſe times, and in this'metropolis, where all the corrup- 
tion and futility'of theſe times are concentred, diſcover a 

zeal for your improvement and ſalvation? How thankful 

: ſhould you be for the mighty bleſſing | Would you ſhow ) 
that you are thankful? ? Do nothing to make them unhap- 

Py; Do all in your power to give them delight. Ah, did 
you but know how. much it is in your power to give them 1 
But who can deſcribe the tranſports of a breaſt truly pa- 
rental, on beholding a daughter ſhoot up like ſome fair but 

e modeſt flower, and acquire, day after day, freſh beauty and 
75 growing ſweetneſs, ſo as to fill every eye with pleaſure, „ 
every heart with admiration; While, like that ſame flower, 
ſhe appears unconſcious of her opening charms, and only _ 

1 in the ſug that ae and the 9 25 a e 

her 15 
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her? In this manner, ſhall you, my lovely 1 | repay | 
| moſt acceptably a part G never can repay the whole) 
of that immenſe debt you. owe for all the pains, apd- fears 
OE formerly ſuffered, and for all the uoutterable axieties N . 


eee on Io pn. e 15 
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ME A TITS + . 


. you. are hs | only . perhaps the only 


5 child of your: mother, and her a Widow. All her Cares, 
6 all her ſenſations point to vou. Of the tenderneſs of 2 much 
7 loved and much lamented, huſband. you arethe ſole remain- 
ing pledge, On you ſhe often fixes her earneſt melting 1 55 
3 eyez with watchful attention the marks the prggreſs DE 
Jour riſing virtues; in every ſoftened featpre ſhe fondly 
trages your father's ſenſe, your father's 8 probity. Some 
thing within her whiſpers, you. ſhall live. to be the prop 
and comfort of her age, as you are now her companion and 
. friend. Bleſſed Lord, what big emotions ſwell her labour- | 
ing foul! But leſt, by venting them in your company, | 
ſhe ſhould affect you too much, ſhe ſilently withdraws to 
5 Pur them forth. in tears of rapture; a rapture only aug- 


mented. by the ſweetly ſad remembrance that mingles with 


i it, while at the ſame time it is exalted and conſecrated dou- 
5 bly by ; ardent vows to heaven for your. preſervation and . 


proſperity, Is there a young women that can think of this 


with indifference? Is there a young woman that can re- 
5 ; verſe. the diſgription, ſuppoſe. herſelf the impious. creature. 
that could break a Nec mother 5 2 wh; keen - 
Wn the thought. f 
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5 | When: a ; daughter, i 1 may he. a 3 daughter, turns ME 
out unruly, fooliſh, wanton; when the diſobeys her pa- 

OY rents, diſgraces her education, diſhonours her ſex, diſap- 

Sl points the hopes ſhe had raiſed; when ſhe throws Heek 

2 wr on a man e of beſo if dieſel Jo by, his... 
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dor her nn to make her happy ; 3 what her 1 
parents i in any of theſe caſes muſt mage ge ks wa Xu 


: may Rs, they alone can feel. 35 1 e e 


The world, I 3 not + ae Shahi in our A "| 


| thouſand irregularities, which it never forgives. i in yours; 


ſo that the honour and peace of a family are, in this view, 
much more dependant on the conduct of daughters than of 
ſons; and one young lady going aſtray ſhall ſubject her rela- | 
tions to ſuch diſcredit and diftrefs, as the united good con- 
| duct of all her brothers and ſiſters, ſuppoſing them nume 
| Tous, ſhall ſcaroe ever be able to repair. But I preſs not 
any farther an argument ſo exceedingly plain, We can 


prognoſticate nothing virtuous, nothing happy, "coneern- 


ing thoſe wretched creatures of either ſex, thatdo not feel _ 


Keds the e, e or honour of their r parents. 85 


50 


Another and 4 acl Winde of your importance is the 2 | 


very great and extenſive influence which you, in general, 


have with our ſex. There is in female youth an attraction, 


which every man of the leaſt ſenſibility muſt perceive. If 


aſſiſted by beauty, it becomes in the firſt impreſſion irreſiſt- 


ible. . Your power ſo far we do not affect to conceal. 
That He who made us meant it thus, is manifeſt from his 
having attempergdour hearts to ſuch emotions. Would to 
Gop you knew how to improye this power to its nobleſt 


ends! We ſhould then rejoice to ſee it enereaſed; then 


. 


indeed it would 5e enereaſed of courſe. Youth and beauty 8 


ſet off with ſweetneſs and virtue, Chaps and pony : 


5 "ont 19 they not r 


For be it frond me, my Role 8 to 1 —— . 
| fits, or to wiſh in the leaſt to abridge your triumphs; on 
the contrary, by aſſiſting you to direct, we would gontri- 
bute to exalt and extend them. We are always ſorry when 
LED we ſec them miſ] uſplaced or abuſed; Ando was going to add, . 
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| It has turned many an old one. What then ſhall become - 


\ 


b there is nothing more common, 'To give them dhe juſt , 


ff 
A. 
„ 


/ 


direction, i 1s truly; a nice point. Power, from whatever 5 
ſource derived, is always in danger of turning the head. 


of a young woman, placed on ſuch a preeipice? What 


can balance or preſerve her, but gar eee SK 1.26 


F 
+, * 


e = 1 8850 advice 35 
Webers are PR N women whe PR not appear agrees 

. able i in the eyes of ſome men. And what might tot be 

done by the greater part of you to ſecure ſolid eſteem, and © 

to promote general reformation, among our ſex? Are ſuck 

objects unworthy of your purſuit? or will ye ſay, that 

thoſe which frequently gags it are of . or l 


iniportanoe? | 3 


; 


\ 


* 


17 men discover that you ty to Side them by 
- anoutſide only, or by little frivolous arts, there are, it 
muſt be confeſſed, many of them who will rejoice at the 
diſcovery ; ; and while they themſelves ſeem taken by the; 55 
- lure, they will endeavour i in reality to ks you their prey. 
Some more ſentimental ſpirits, who might be dazzled i in - 
the beginning, will be ſoon diſabuſed; and a few more 
| honourable characters will ſcorn. to take advantage of your 
folly. Folly moſt undoubtedly it is, by a wrong application 


5 of your foree, to Foſs the ſubſtance. for the ſhadow... 


Now and oh a giddy punk may » 9 8 — 

is the ſhallow admiration of an hundred' ſuch, or the ſmooth 

_ addreſs of artful deſtroyers, to the heartfelt reſpect of men 
of worth and diſcernment, or the well-earned praiſe of re- 

_ claiming were it but one offender? I verily believe you 
might reclaim a multitude. I can hardly conceive that any 
man would be able to withſtand the ſoft perſuaſion of your 
words, but chiefly of your looks and. As rs 


i 5 eee on the oe of one 1 
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FOE mn Were Virtue,” ſaid an ancient philoſopher, « to * 
10 pear amongſt men in viſible ſhape, what vehement de- 

te fires ſhe would enkindle ! Virtue exhibited without —— 
| ſetation by a lovely young perſon, of improved under- OO 
ſtanding a and gentle manners, may be ſaid to appear with 
the moſt alluring aſpeQ, ſurrounded by the Graces; 'and 

' that breaſt mult be cold indeed which does not jake, fire LY 
the 1 


5 4 5. ' 
. * ** 


The infl uence "of the 3 is, no FI reciprocal; but | 
1 muſt ever be of opinion, that yours is the greateſt. How 
often have I ſeen a company of men who were diſpoſed to 
be riotous, checked all at once into decency by the. acci- 
dental entrance of an amiable woman: while her. good 
ſenſe. and obliging deportment charmed them into at leaſt 3 
temporary conviction, that there is nothing ſo beautiful: as 
female excellence, nothing ſo delightful as female conver- 
. ation in its beſt form! Were ſuch oon viction frequently 
repeated, (and it would be frequently repeated, if ſuch ex- 
cellence and ſuch converſation were more general) what | 

| might we not ex pect from it at laſt? In the mean time, it 

were eaſy to point out inſtances of the moſt evident refor- 
mation. wrought on particular men, by their having happi- . 
ty conceived a paſſion for yirtuous women; but among the 
eaſt valuable of your ſex, when have you known any that 
were amended by: the OA or e of the e N | 
of ours „ 


'To 3 the manners of men 1 various cauſes contribute;. 
but nothing, I apprehend, ſo much as the turn of the wo- 
men with whom they converſe. "Thoſe who are moſt con- 
yerſant with women of yirtue and underſtanding. will be al- 5 
ways found the moſt amiable characters, other circumſtan- | 
ces being ſuppoſed alike, Such ſociety, beyond eyery | 9 
thing ele rubs off the corners s that ove many of our > 


— 


175 Hi. ; 7 PX 4 3 an 
. " a * . a ; N mo , 


* 


of 


S 
* 


MM * 9 8 fill i the Tanger Part. 55 0 1 11 © 


an ungracious bouche. It bs. A poliſh more RY 


beet, and more pleaſing, than that which i is received from 


a general commerce with the world. This laſt is often ſpe- 


_ cious, but commonly ſuperficial, The other i is the reſult | 
of gentler feelings, and a more elegant humanity ; the 


heart itſelf is moulded; habits of undiſſembled courteſy are 
formed; a certain flowing urbanity is acquired; violent 
paſſions, - Traſh oaths, coarſe jeſts, indelicate language of 
every kind, are precluded and diſreliſned. Underſtanding 


and virtue, by being often contemplated in the molt enga- 


ging lights, have a fort of aſſimilating power. 1 do not 


mean, that the men I ſpeak of will become feminine; but 


their ſentiments and deportment will contract a grace. 


Their principles will have nothing ferocious or forbidding z 
their eee will be chaſte and ſoothing at the ſame in- 


fant. In their caſe the Gentleman, the Man of worth, 
the' Chriſtian, will all melt inſenſibly and fweetly into one 


another. How agreeable the compoſition! In the fame 
way too, honourable love is inſpired and cheriſhed.—Ho- 


erful ſoftener of the fierceſt ſpirit, that mighty i improver. of 


| the rudeſt carriage, that all-ſubduing, yet all-exalting prin- | 
 ciple of the human breaſt, which humbles the proud, and 


| bends the ſtubborn, yet fills with lofty conceptions, and 
animates with a fortitude that nothing can conquer hat 
Wall I ſay more ?—which converts the ſavage into a man, 


and lifts the man into a hero! What a happy change ſhould 


we behold in the minds, the morals, and the demeanour of 


our youth, were this charming paſſion to take place of that 
falſe and vicious gallantry which gains ground amongſt us 
every day, to the diſgrace of our country, to the "IR 


ragement of holy wedlock, to the deſtruction of health, 
fortune, decency, refinement, rectitude of mind, and dig- 
nity of manners! For my part I deſpair of ſeeing the ef- 


nourable love! that great preſervative of purity, that pow 


3 


|  feminate, trifling, and diſſolute character of the age re- 5 
formeqd, fo long as this kind of gallantry is the mode. Bot 
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1 now a 1 RD univerſally, FI to the tows . 
elt tradeſman, or mechanic, who , to ape his ſuperiors _ 
ſtrains himſelf beyond his circumſtances, ſend their daugh- 
ters to Boarding-ſchools. And what da they moſtly learn 
there? Ifay, Moſtly; for there are exceptions, and '\ 
| ſuch as do the Miſtreſſes real honour, Need I mention that, Doe 
making allowance for thoſe exceptions, they learn chiefly 
to dreſs, to dance, to ſpeak bad French, to prattle much 
nonſenſe, to practiſe I know not how many pert conceited 
airs, and in conſequence. of all to conclude themſelves A- 
compliſhed Women? I ſay nothing here of the alarming 1 
ſuggeſtions] have heard as to the corruption of their mo- 1 5 
rals. Thus prepared they come forth into the world. 
Their parents, aturally partial, fancy. them to be every 1 
thing that is fine, and are impatient to ſhew them, or, ac- 
cording to the faſhionable phraſe, to let them ſee Compa- Gs 
ny; by which is chiefly meant exhibiting them in public 
places. Thither at leaſt many of them are conducted. | 
They have youth, and perhaps beauty. The effect of 
both is heightened by all poſſible means, at an expence ſte- 
quently felt for a long time after. They are intoxicated 
by ſo many things concurring to.deprive themof their little 
ſenſes. 'Gazers and flatterers they meet with every. where. 
All is romance and diſtraction, the extravagance of vanity, | 
and the rage of conqueſt. They think of nothing that is 
domeſtie or rational. Alas! they were never taught it. 
Ho- to appear a abroad with the greateſt advantage, is the 
main concern. In ſubſerviency to that, as well as from 
the general love of amuſement, Parties of Pleaſure, as | 
they are called, become the prevailing demand. The ſame 
diſpoſitions on the fide of the men, ſometimes. ſtimulated by 
the worſt deſigns, often ſeconded by good nature, and not 
ſeldem e mene, by the fear of appearing leſs ge- 
nerous 
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3 a 5 nerous or cles gallant; prompt them to keep: pace wich e 
| . this folly.” They are ſoon fired in the chace: every thing . 
is gay and glittering; prudence appears too cold a monitor, 
_ gravity is deemed ſevere; the ladies muſt be pleaſed ;-mirth — 
and diverſion are all in all. The phantoms paſs; the f- 
male adventurers muſt return home; it is needleſs to ſay, . _ 
with what impreſſions. The young gentlemen are not al- 
ways under equal reſtraint; their blood boils; the tavern, | 
the ſtreets, the ſtews, eke out the evening: riot and mad- 
neſs conclude the ſcene ; or if this ſhould be prevented, it 
is not difficult to imagine the diſſipation that muſt naturally 5 
grow out of thoſe idle gallantries often repeated, Nor ſhall 
we be ſurpriſed to find the majority of our youth ſo infigni- + 
F - ficant, and ſo profligate : when to theſe we join the influ- 
| ence of bad or giddy women grown up, the infection f 
the moſt peſtiſent books, and the pattern of veterans in ſin, ; 
who are ever zealous'to diſplay the ſuperiority of their ta 
lents by the number of their diſciples, and ſeeretly ſolici- 
tous by the ſtrength of their PO to Inake- n for the 5 
| voakneſe of RET OE, = TY {Res — 
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* DYES £4 * 5 
wT tink? men are foractimes dreadfully ſuccefoful in corrupt- | 
ins the women, cannot be denied. But do women on W 
other ſide never corrupt the men? I ſpeak not at preſent 
of thoſe abandoned creatures that are the viſible ruin of ſo 9 
many of our unhappy youth; butT mult take the liberty to 
fſay that, amongſt a number of your ſex who are not ſunk 
9 low, there is a forwardneſs, a levity of look, converſa- 
tion and demeanour, unſpeakably hurtful to young men. 
5 Their reverence for female virtue it in a great meaſure Me: | 
5 ſtroys ; it even tempts them to ſuſpect that the whole is 
Po pretence, that the ſex. are all of a piece. The i. 
5 of this, with regard to theit behaviour while they remain 
9 ſingle, the prejudices it muſt neceſſarily produce againſt - 
1 and the wild work it is likely to makeif wy ever . 
enter into that e * leave 2 55 to imagine 
55 „„ | Hithert 0 
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| Hitherto Ihave i poken only of the intereſt young women 

have with our ſex. Let me now ſay ſomething of that, : 

which they have with their Own. It is not perhaps ſo ex- 155 5 

tenſive as the other, but for obvious reaſons it cannot be in- 
; conſiderable. Do they always uſe it to good purpoſes? Do 
they never corrupt one another? Do none of them aſſiſt 
the common enemy; thoſe wicked and deſigning men that 
are combined againſt the ſex, eſpecially againſt the inno- 

cent and unwary? Do the old never initiate the young. 

in thoſe low arts of diſſimulation and cunning, which a wiſe ; 
woman cannot want, and which a worthy woman will not 
practiſe? Do the young But I haſten from ſo; painful a 
topic, to conſider the Importance of your ſex eee 155 
= As n have a en 2 n at 1 Ms * 


bs the next _ it may he nates in your. pier. o 
communicate much happineſs, or to occaſidn much miſery 
hereafter. I think now of the chances you have to be con- 
nected in wedlock. + Theſe it is impoſlible to calculate; but 
there are not, I ſuppoſe, many young women Who, at 
one time or another, unleſs they themſelves be in fault, 
may not form that connexion with the uſual proſpects; and 
I fay, that the men you marry, the children you bring, 
and the ai anc at e will ne intereſted. in. 
your eee Wt 10 . „ 
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| + 5 to FE fa, 1 am not ignorant that there are ſome 
men ſo groſsly inſenſible, as to be for the moſt part little or 
nothing affected by the temper or behaviour of their wives; 
provided only they do not ruin their affairs. And in truth, 
if thoſe wives be ill tempered or ill behaved, ſuch want of 
feeling is ſo far well for the huſbands... If otherwiſe, how 
much are they themſelves objects of compaſſion, thus con 5 
demned to drag a wretched life with beings, on whom all 
their endeavours to delight are loſt! How ſenſibly. muſt 
dee A Sos pain a ovens and ingenuous mind! What 
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can reconie her to 1 but the er princilenaf Re | 


Um 


i Bj: ſordid « or elde ſpirit of POR 11. tine: may 
5 4 who can ſupport a connexion of this kind with a ſtupid | 

indifference; plodding along through a taſteleſs exiſtence, 
without attachment or gratitude, deſire or hope. Whether 
the caſe be very common, I leave others to deeide. of 
both ſexes there are certainly many who are not made of 
ſuch dull materials. With reſpect to them 
1 it cannot be neceſſary to diſplay the felieity, or the woe, 


vhich muſt unavoidably ariſe to them from their partners. 


Here indeed, as in moſt inſtances where the modes of life 
happen to influence, it muſt be allowed the men have the 
© advantage. If they find themſelves unequally yoked, they 
are generally furniſhed with various means of beguiling 
their wretchedneſs at a diſtance from home: . whereas, if 
| ſuch be the fate of the poor women, they are commonly 
left to pine away in ſolitary miſery. For them ſcarce any | 


allowance is made; to them little or no pity is ſhown: 


while the former make themſelves judges in their own 
cauſe, and the partial world is ready to ſide with them. But 
yet, if the uſages of that leave them often more room to 
. elude the ideas of domeſtic diſtreſs, the feelings of nature 
will never ſuffer them fairly to eſcape it. A woman, it is 
certain, if ſhe be ſo minded, has ſtill the power of plague- 

ing her partner out of every real enjoyment;—a power 
however, of which nothing can juſtify the exerciſe, and 
which when exerciſed is, like mow "__ aft of Ph. 
fore to recoil 1 the N 
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555 is . for | me to | wich well to ny own 1855 and 


ee you will not wonder, if I be ſolicitous for your . 
_ poſſeſſing every quality that can render you agreeable com- 


panions in a relation which of all others i is the moſt intimate, 


- be the mor e 1 be the . 
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or the Pg But to. this 8 my friendſhip, FI vou 
is at leaſt an equal motive. Were the lower ſprings of ſelf- - 
love to have no effect on your conduct, I muſt yet think, 
that the more refined. principles of generoſity and goodneſs 
dought to prompt it. Ah! my young friends, what plea» 
| ſure can be compared to that of conferring felioity? What 
| honour can be enjoyed by your ſex, equal to that of ſhow- 
ing yourſelves every. way worthy of a virtuous tenderneſa 
From ours? What can be conceived fo properly female as 
inſpiring, improving, and continuing ſuch. a tenderneſs; 
in all its charming extent? Contraſted with this, how un- 
amiable, and how miſerable, | muſt we . pronounce the 
_ paſſion for ungentle command, for petulent dominion, ſo 
= ſhamefully indulged by ſome women as Hoon as hag 7 
nn a man in their e i e 


— 


a 0 But laſtly, Jak -us + Ca. youu ee == ar 2 
which, i in due time, many of you wall ſuſtain, | How does 
your importance riſe! A few years elapſed, and. FI. pleaſe | 

myſelf with the proſpect of ſeeing you, my honoured au- 

1 ditreſs, ſurrounded with a family of your own, dividing 
_ with the partner of your heart the anxious, yet delightful 
_ labour of training your common offspring to virtue and 

ſociety, to religion and immortality ; While, by thus di- 
viding it, you leave him more at leiſure to plan and pro- 
vide for you all; a taſk which he proſecutes with ten· fold 

alacrity, when he reflects on the beloved objects of . 
and finds all his toils both ſoothed and rewarded by the 
vwiſdom and ſweetneſs of your eee to him, auf to 

his children. Os oe 


4 * * 1 
y dE Fs 


$4 think Lobo you, while he is otherwiſe Oy. 
engaged, caſting your fond maternal regards round and 
round through the pretty ſmiling cirele; not barely to ſup- © 
ply their bodily wants, but chiefly. to watch the gradual _ 
openings 5 their with. and t to SNP: an turns of their 
| „Vienne 
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Sita temipers, 1 8 you may te teach the young. *. 

„ how to ſhoot,” and lead their paſſions by taking hold of 
their hearts. I admire the happy mixture of affection and 
till which you diſplay in afliſting Nature, not foreing | 
| her; in directing the underſtanding, not hufrying i it; in 

exerciſing without wearying the memoty, and in would. 
ing the behaviour without conſtraint. I obſerve”: you pru- PETR 
=_ Gently overlooking a thouſand childiſh follies. You for- 
=_ give any thing but falſhood or obſtinacy: you commend 
cas often as you can: you feprove only whetl you muſt; 

and then you do it to purpoſe, with moderation and tem- gp 

per; but with ſolemnity and firmneſs, till you have R 

ried your point. You are at pains to excite honeſt emu- 4 

lation: you take care to avoid every appearance of par- 

tiality ; ; to convince your dear charge, that they are all 
dear to you, that ſuperior merit alone can entitle to ſupe - 
rior favour, that vou will deny to none of them what is 
proper, but that the kindeſt and moſt ſubmiſſive will bo. 

always preferred. At times you even partake in their in- 9 
nocent amuſements, as if one of them; that they may love | 7 

you as their friend,” while they revere you as their patent. 

In graver hours, you infinuate knowledge arid piety | by, 

your converſation and example, rather than by formal lec- 
tures and awful admonitions. And finally, to ſecure as far 
as poſſible the ſueceſs of all, you dedicate them daily to God, 

with the moſt fervent ſupplications for his bleſſing.——— 
Thus you ſhow yourſelf a conſcientious and a judicious | 
mother at the ſame moment; arid in that light I view you 
with veneration. I honour you as ſuſtainirig a truly glo- 

rious character on the great theatre of humanity. Of the 
part you have acked 1 look forward 10 the conſequences, 
direct and collateral, future and remote. Thoſe lovely 
plants which you have reared I ſee ſpreading, and ſtill f pread- 

ing from houſe to houſe, from family to family, with a 

rich inereaſe of fruit. 1 ſee you diffuſing virtue and haps 

pineſs through the human race; I ſee generations yet un- 

0 I n to call yu bleſſed 11 wrlp that Providence 
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1 9 085 On ee of the Female Sex. © 
which has deſtined you. for ugh uſefulneſs, for ſuch fliety. 

8 I pity the man that is not charmed with the image of ſo 
much excellence; an image Which, in one degree or ano- 
ther, bas been realized. by many women of worth and un- 
derſtanging in every age: I will add, an image which, when 

realized, cannot fail of being contemplated with peculiar 
delight by. all the beneyolent ſpirits of heaven, with * 
Patfer and Saviour of the World; at their head! And are 
there, amongſt. the ſons e of men, any that will preſume to I 
* depreciate ſuch women, to ſpeak of them with an air of 
denen. or to ſuggeſt that your ſex are (not anke of 
s * more Arkane "PER of. ny it 10 7 TEM 


"To — 5 the is at an ld.) writer: f « « All ack is 
| « the pupil and diſciple of female. inſtitution : : the daugh- 
a ters till they write women, and the ſons tillthe firſt ſeven 
« years be paſt; the time when the mind is maſt ductile, 
66. and prepared. to receive impreſſion, being wholly in the 
« care and oonduct of the mother.” Alas my fair coun⸗- 
try- women, why are not more of you ſtruck with ſuch con- 
| ſiderations? Why, ye daughters of Britain, are ſo many 
of you inſenſible to thoſe brighteſt glories of your ſex? 
Where is your le love for. your native country, which, by thus 
excelling, you might ſo nobly ſerye ? where your emulation 
'of thoſe Heroic Women, that haye i in ancient days graced 
_ this happy land? How long will you be ambitious of flaun- 
ting in French attire, of fluttering about with the r 
of that fantaſtic people ? When will you be ſatisfied with 
the ſimplicity ; of elegance, and the gracefulneſs of modeſiy 
ſo becoming in a nation like this, ſupported by trade, po - 
liſhed by taſte, and enlightened by true religion? Say, 
When will you relinquiſh deluſive purſuits, and dangerous 
_* pleaſures, the” gaze of fools, and the flattery of Hefen, . 
for the peace ful and ſolid ſtudy of whatever can adorn your ' 
| nature, do honour to your country, refect credit on your - 
_- Profeſſion of chriſtianity, give joy to all your connes ions, | 
100 confer Meuser on Woman-kind? „ 3 5 
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1 me 5 the 4 my A Friends 10 4 


| ſubjet that concerns them highly. T hope that | hitherto I : 


- haveſaid nothing unkind... I would not rob your ſex of a 


fingle adyantage they poſſeſs from nature, providence, or 
legitimate cuſtom. I would not rob. you of the ſmalleſt or- 
nament that Judgment has put on, that Prudence allows, 
or that Deceney warrants. On the contrary, I wou, 
willingly add to your allurements'; I want to ſee yow yet 


more engaging, to ſee you ſtill more completely adorned, 
 Superfluous, unbecoming, and unavailing decorations, it ĩs 
true, I would perſuade, you to renounce”; but ĩt mould be 


only in order to make room for ſuch as will Ae mag 


* where found, or ne its rw Wein ewe: 


* 
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2 Your POL LF ENS in the 0 creation 1 Hu not to . 5 
| ledge: tel Youhavealready heardme aſſertit. Iwillaſ- . 
| ſertitever; by pleading' your cauſe againſt ignorange,prejudice 
b malice. Only take care, my dear clients, not ts hurt 
It yourſelves, Remember how tender a thing a woman 3 
reputation is; how hard to preſerve, and when loſt how 
impoſſible to recover; how frail many, and how dangerous 
mot, of the gifts you have received; what miſery, and 
What ſhame have been often decaſioned by abuſing them: 
I tremble for your ſituation. | Suffer me again to put you 
on your guard. My text, you have ſeen, has nothing 8 
1 really ſevere: St. Paul i is, in fact, a better friend to wo- 
men than has been commonly ſuppoſed: he ſeems to have 
"2 underſtood perfectly what became them, and to have con- 
| - fulted their intereſts. more than the moſt paſſionate of their 1 
15 2 admirers. While 4525 7 corrupting c or LIEN „% » 48 
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Whetliet with or without deſign ook leben y your lotion 5 = 
and obſtru&t your felicity ; ; he would effectually contribute 


to both, by inculcating every thing that can make you ; 
once more ann ane. more DOPE. e 


- What 1 I; am Now to offer will turn on . „ be Cs. 


= firſt mentions. © I will—that women adorn themſelves | : . 
in Modeſt Apparel —in Modeſt Apparel, as oppoſed t 3 
that which is Indecent, and to that which is Vain: diſtinct- 7 


ions, whereof the theory, I muſt confeſs, it is in many caſes 5 
not eaſy, and in ſome perhaps not practicable, to ſettle with 
preciſion; ſuch a powerful influence in thoſe matters hays 
cuſtoin and the opinion of the world. But in this inſtance, 

as in others where the paſſions are concerned, the ſtricteſt 


_  eaſuiſtwill, I profume, be generally the ſafeſt. The zeal of 


the ancient Fathers on ſuch ſubjects carried ſome of them 
far; farther, I doubt; than the relaxation of modern manners 
would well bear. Were a young woman now-a-days, from 
2. peculiar ſenſe of the ſacredneſs and refinement of female 
virtue, to appear with any very ſingular ſeverity in her 
dreſs, ſhe would hardly, I fear, eſcape the charge of affec- 
tation: a charge, which every prudent woman will avoid 
as much as poſſible. But let the licenſe of the age be what 
it will, I muſt needs think that, according to every rule 
of duty and decorum, there ought ever to be a manifeſt 
difference between the attire of a Virtuous Woman, and 
that of one who has renounced every title to the honourable 
name. It were indelicate, it is unneceſſary, to explain 
this difference. In ſome reſpects, it is ſufficiently diſcer- 
ned by the eye of the public; though, T am ſorry to We. 

not ſufficiently attended to by the generality of women 
| themſelves. If, in other reſpects, it be not ſeen, or do 


not ſtrike; the cauſe, I apprehend, muſt be that declenſion . 15 


from the ſtrictneſs of morals, which was hinted at A mo- 


ment before; a declenſion that would. have ſhocked pagans 13 * &r 


35 e e in the ee flats of ancient manners, when”. 
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My - "aig were eee to wear 2 Face gard, by 5 
5 Which ny. werediſtin ul e WR of virtue. | 1 gk — 


But to enter more 1 into this feſt point of : 
9 Modeſt Apparel, as oppoſed t to that which, a OW: wo- 5 
| man 9 12 75 . BVV 8 1 | 
Ange to yourſelf a 9 8 ay of epd TY 
are not aſhamied of the goſpel of Chriſt, nor in any circum- 
ſtance afraid to act on that great maxim of our apoſtle, Be 
& not conformed to this world; but be ye transformed by 
e the renewing of your minds.“ At the fame time, 
let them Have all the candour and charity, which the moſt 
1 charitable religion that was ever known can inſpire. And 
now ſuppoſe, that a young lady dreſſed up to the height 
of the preſent faſhion, but a ſtranger to moſt of them, drops 1 
into their company. In what light, do ye Eonceive, the 
manner of her dreſs would probably appear? The laws 
of chriſtian candour would naturally prevent them from 
ſeeing her character in a bad light on that account, and 
would unqueſtionably incline them to hope the beſt. But 
can ye believe that they would approve, or juſtify, the ex. 0 
treme gaiety and looſeneſs of her attire? Suppoſe, however, 0 
that her converſation diſcovered a good underſtanding, 1 * 
that her behaviour had not the leaſt tinQure of that levity © 
with which ſhe ſeemed decked out; that, on the contrary, 
every part of both was wholly unlike it (a conjunction . 
no means impoſlible;) could they forbear, in that caſe, to 
lament the tyranny of the mode, or to regret that a Ait + 
of Wiſdom ſhould, notwithſtanding | her ſuperior deſcent © 
and noble. pretenſions, he decorated like the daughters of 1 
Folly? But - whoſe judgment, 1 beſeech you, woulda _ 
young woman, ambitious of regulating her appearance, as 
well as her diſpoſitions and deportment, on the pureſt ſlan- 85 
dard, prefer; that of ſuch perſons as L have juſt deſeribed; 
5007 that of thoſe "oe either never 282 the Ou 5 


"ar 1 Giri of. euiſtonity,. at 9 or w. fling ſome 
faint reſpect for them, yet. ſeruple 5 to. Goh em in | 


1035 and maxims of the Wen 5 


8 "Let u us \ pit de 79 0 9 3 young, 3 _ 
1 cated by a a mother, who to the beſt ſenſe, and trueſt breeding. : 
joined the utmoſt reverence for religion, and the tendereſt 
concern for the ſoul of her child; qualities which, for the 
| honour. of your ſex, I hope you will not pronounceincom-" 
patibie. Let. this accompliſhed ; parent., beſtow upon her 
2 daughters culture worthy of herſelf; inſtruQing her in eve- 
ry thing that can become the Female and the Chriſtian | 
| —charaQter; among the reſt, recommending a lovely Modeſty : _ 
and graceful Simplicity of Apparel, and enforging all by an 
example equally. unexceptionable and pleaſing.” Suppoſe: 
the daughter to improve theſe uncommon advantages (for 
uncommon, 1 I fear, they are) with the ſtrifteſtcareandatten- + 
tien. In what light do ye conceive. the very free mode of 
dt, ſo generally affected by the ſex at preſent, would 
| appear to ber? I am far from thinking ſhe: would: aſſume 
|  - the, airs of ſanctimonious prudery, or indulge the ſtile of 
ſupercilious cenſure; things totally different from the form 
of education we have figured her to receive. But would 
2 ſhe admire that mode in others? Would ſhecopy it herſelf? | 
or would ſhe wiſh. her companions to copy it? Would ſhe | 
chooſe to be. intimate with thoſe young ladies that ſeize | - 
every opportunity of exhibiting their charms to the public, - = 
and vie with one another who ſhall moſt liberally apy 
what her. hatred mother ch her e ee to 
. veil? JC e 


q 


| 'h the ds they'd in eos to 0 . as incon- a 
, ſiſtent with the character of a Virtuous Woman? By no 
: means. May not diſpoſitions the moſt unchaſte often hide 
BR under the. maſk of an attire the moſt modeſt? ? Who can 
po doubt. it? But what follows? Ties: ſuch attire is not the 


1 8 e 


8 


1 5 3s, 
* 17 95 b Ar: 4 3 ; 0 i 5 
8 a or PLES or w ir what, if Ih to urſue Fl 


"SP 4.f% 


_ undiſturbed the dictates e and prude ence, the would 7 


15 not readily fly to in a Kals of ive ſocie! 2.8 Will a 5 ny 0 
he one ſay, that they who, decline i it, beſt con ult either t their i 


ſafety,” or "their f reputation "amongſt the ite; that 5 


* wt 4, 


| who run into all the latitudes allowed by the wantonneſs of 


faſhion,” are ſolficiently watchful againſt temptation them 
ſelves, or ufficiently careful not to throw, it. In. the way . $3 
 others;. 3. that beauty may be as ſecure when moſt expoſed, 5 
as When leaſt e or finally, that inſtead of © 6 abllaining 


from all appearance of « evi 15 according to the doctrine of. 


£Y 
A 
I Saf = 7 


"M religion which requires the ſevereſt vigilance, every ap- 

pearance of evil may. be admitted, in \ compliance with the | 
practice of a world, where vice ſteals upon unwary 1 mortals.” "5-0 
L perſuading. tem! to aft with their e 5 r 
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"Thus far have we e argued ps Model) of PLETE in, 
JE tion to. its contrary, upon the general principles —.ꝗ—5 
propriety and reputation, . of morality and religion, q She. | 
to whom theſe principles are familiar, and in whom. the 
feelings that ariſe out of them are not blunted by too fre- 
quent intercourſe with the faſhionable and the gay, will 
on this article carry about with her a kind of living ſtan- 
dard, which ſhe will be enabled to apply to particular oe- 
caſions, Wilka degree of diſcretion: that no rules of ours 
can teach; and ſuch a one will perceive in our 3 
precept a juſtneſs and ſolidity, . of which we. do not expect 
that any ſpeculation of ours ſhould thoroughly convince 
you, without the concurrence 0 a virtuous ſenſibility on 
1 ore” „%% Vt 88 DS So} rs 

To 0 what has = faid in 1 of Modeſt Fon 
under this head, I muſt not forget to add, that it is a pow - No 5 
erſul attractive to Honourable love. The male heart is 
a ſtudy, in which your ſex are ſuppoſed to be a good. deal | 
ono: Yet in "this —.— you muſt give. me leave | 

Ter | „ gy nu to 


to RY many of 8 PR tome but x indifferent Be” 
" cients. To gain men's affeQtions, women in general are 
naturally defirous.. They need not deny, they ma 
conpeal it. The ſexes were made for each other. | | 
| wiſh for a place in your] hearts: why ſhould not you LID 4 
for one in ours? But how much g are you deceived, my: fair 
| friends, if you « dream of taking that fort by ſtorm} When, 1 

Jou om a ſweet ſolicitude | to pleaſe by every decent, : 
gentle, unaffected attraction; ve are ſoothed, 1 we are ſub- ©, 

w 1 we yield ourſelves your willing captixes. But if at 
any time by a forward appearance you betray a confidence. | 
in your charms, and by throwing them out upon us all at 
onde you ſeem reſolved, as it were, to force aur admiration; of 

| that moment we are on our guard, and your aſſaults ate 

vain, Provided at leaſt we have any ſpirit, or ſentiment, ; 
In reality, they who have very little of either, 1 might 

| haye faid they who have none, even the ſillieſt, even the 

looſeſt men ſhall i in alſober mood be taken with the baſhful ; 

| air, and reſerved dreſs, of an amiable young woman, in. 

5 finitely more than they ever were with all the open blaze 
wi of laboured beauty, and arrogant claims of undiſguiſed al- 3 
lurement; the human heart, in its better ſenſations, being 15 
. Rl or to the loye of of e, 3 5 


5 


Let me add, thatthe human bee hates 1 to be con- 
fined. We are never highly delighted, where ſomething : 
is not left us to fancy. This laſt obſervation holds true 
throughout all nature, and all art. But when I ſpeak of 
; ahete; F muſt fubjoin, that Art being agreeable no farther 5 


than as it is conformed to Nature, the one will not be 


wanted i in the caſe before us, if the other be allowed its ful! 


| influence. What I mean is this; that ſuppoſing a young wo 


lady to be deeply polſelſed with regard for © whatſoever 
40 things are pure, venerable, and of a good report,” it 


| will lead to decorum ſpontaneouſly, and flow with unſtudied 5 


PET though every Tore of 11 attire and demeanour. ; 
. | . 


3 


801 — 


Let it 1. — added, that ae e biſeparable SR, 
companion both of genuine grace, and of real modeſty, if it 
ſoon not always ſtrike at firſt (of which it ſeldom fails) is ſure 
however, when it does ſtrike, to produce the deepeſt and 
- moſt 8s rn PN en e me 225 an 15 ; 
5 "wanker: 99 Mes. | 
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The ; part "of. the 1 ee that of 
; Modeſt Apparel, as oppoſed. to what may be ſty led Vain. Bp 
4 can never think of this, without recolleQing in general 
(tor who can. remember the partieulars of) the catalogue 
given by the prophet Ifaiah of the various, implements and 
eee of dreſs, uſed by the daughters of Zion in his 
time. Ifajab. i is by all acknowledged the Prince of the Pro- 
phets, in an evangelical view: yet he did not deem it 
heneath the dignity of his commiſſion, to deſcend into the 
moſt minute detail on ſuch a ſubject; à circumſtance yo 
which, it is hoped, may ſoften. the ſeverity, of cenſure 
againſt the preacher of this hour, if the ſpirit of oriticiſm 
or the ſpirit of ſerupuloſity, ſnould he diſpoſed. to condemn - 
his well-meant endeavour. The paſſage I now refer to is 
in the third chapter of Ifaiah, towards the end, where the pro- 
- a having, in the name of God, camplained'of the pride 
and wantonneſs of thoſe eaſtern females, and threatened - 
them with diſeaſe and infamy on that account; goes on 
to mention“ the bravery of their tinkling ornaments about 
their feet, and their cauls, and their round tires like 
ee the moon; the chains, and the bracelets, and the mu- 
*-flers; the bonnets, and the ornaments of the legs; and tbe 
and the head-bands, and the tablets, and the ear-rings ; + 
* the rings and noſe- je wels; the changeable ſuits of appa- 
+ 68 rel, and the mantles, and the wimples, and the criſping . : 
pins; the glaſſes, and the fine linen, and the hoods, and 
; „ the veils.” On the firſt reading of this catalogue, it 
| muſt be owned, one can ſcarce forbear to ſmile. But to 
= Keene e women 2 who pave e 1 it, nothing, 
3 | | Alas! 
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alas l could be more ſerious, if you attend to by 


of our Zion, in the preſent very polite generation, and 


male folly, here methinks we might have ample ſeope. 
We are not inclined to indulge it. We refle& on theſs 


conjure our countrywomen to reform whatever is indecent, 
and to retrench N e is N in their attire. p 7 =” 


- ſplendour of dreſs is perfectly allowable, nay ee 
proper, none, I think, but the narroweſt minds, will deny. 


. For my own part, I freely acknowledge that I love to ſee © 


ſeem poor and inſipid to all but untaughi and vulgar ſpirits 
whereas, on the other ſide, it is certain, that the latter 


ever felt more ſtrongly, or more happily, than when 


f ſimplicity; 5 An object, which appears to me e of” 
yas attention than is NE yu: it 'by your ſex, pho ne 


- i TO” 5 N 
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ations which both precede and follow it. Lee pen 0 to 
peruſe them at your leiſure. They are in Oy 
country and age in which they were uttered! ” I am ſure 
they con vey a loud leſſoti to this. Whether the daughters 


eſpecially in this moſt polite city, do or do not outſtrip thoſe 
Jewiſh ladies of old, we cannot take upon us to determine. 
But were we inclined to indulge a' vein of ridieule on ſe⸗ 


things with real concern; and with the utmoſt ſeriouſneſs : 


# 


* # 35 


That be are Gativay: and. Clan 4 in | eas” 


a woman genteely habited, if her ſituation admit of it. In 1 
truth, ſplendor without gentility, as well in this as in 
every other article where ornament is concerned, will ever 


may very well ſubſiſt without the former; nor is its effeck 


it receives no aſſiſtance from the other, but reſults ſolelß 
from our perceptions of elegant ſimplicity: I fay "AY 


la 1 of this kind, it is but juſt to iow to women 


2 degree of curioſity and care, which the laws of good Coſy” 
found philoſophy, and maſculine virtue, refuſe to men: 


"*M diſtinction ſo true, ſo univerſal, and ſo palpable, 3 wt . 


thoſe of the laſt, who betray a particular ſolicitude i in adorn- 


ing Meir perſons Nee cleanlineſt and a cenaingraceful | 


1 TO 
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e 2 ake themſelves little, in the We of 
every man who is not himſelf effeminate, and of every Wo- 
wan too Who is not a ſlave to faſhion. How contemptible 
many of our young men muſt neceſſarily appear to ſuch, 

| 16s not eaſy to ex preſs. But of ſeeing them become truly 

Mlcen in this inſtance, any more than in others that might 

| be named, I deſpair; while ſo many of our young women 

give fo- viſible a preference to embroidery, finery, d 5 
foppiſu manners, aboye a plain eat, a cultivated under- 
ſtanding, and 3 manly deportment, It will be always ſo 
till they acquire 2 taſte for plainneſs, ſobriety, and wiſdong 
in what relates to themſelves. But that muſt begin by re- 

: ftraining, in every poſſible way, the fooliſh and pernicious | 
paſſion I am ſpeaking. of; for a foals 49d. e, 

b 1 Bevin gif not to e it. 


Is there's any etch, thi thoſe Sy are DEAT un- 
| der its power will take delight in domeſtic, intellectual, 
or ſpiritual improvements! Is not a conſtant purſuit ok 
trivial ornaments an Indubitable proof of a trivial mind? 
Will ſhe that is always looking into her glaſs, be much 
diſpoſed to look into her character? Is the ſpending. of 
whole hours every. morning at the toilet, a likely method | 
of marking the reſt of the day down for wiſdom? Is vanity | 
favourable” to devotion, or ſelf-conceit the parent of ſelt- 
correction? Will that young woman who hopes to capti- 
vate by dreſs, or by appearance alone, be very anxious. . 
about any better recommendation? If to ſparkle here for 
a few years be the ſypreme ambition, Hereafter will be 
hardly thought of. The flattery of every fool will be pre- 
ferred to the approbation of angels; and a connection with 
ſome wretched creature (wretched indeed muſt. he be who 
ö is caught by mere ſhow !)- will be ardently ſought, while 5 
the friendſhip | of God is neglected. What ſhall I fay more? 
For a mortal and immortal being, who has many an error 
wo” . * a 1 to oo many a virtue to 


1 praiſe, | | 


* 


2 0a 4% 7 ire, b, 
| prafiſe, and Py” if ſhe live, may W 3 3 
portant ſervice to render ſociety—for ſuch a being to aim. 
the principal portion of her time and ſtudy on the decor 5 
of a body that will ſoon, that may ſuddenly, eee oo. 
prey of creeping things—C , Wenn W 8 We _ 1 
madneſs !. TR . 1 1 Oe e e 


Are there no allowances tien is be 8 P 1 7 
For what? For the vanity of a young mind. Moſt cer 
tainly, if by this plea you mean to extenuate the guilt. 
of ſuch a conduct. But would you offer to excuſe 1 
Would you pretend to juſtify a reaſonable creature in aQing 1 
habitually and wilfully, a moſt unreaſonable part; in 
ſacrificing her improvement, her ſalvation, her proſpects 8 
of uſefulneſs and dignity. in life, the beſt intereſts of this 


World as well as the everlaſting conceraments of the next, 


to the idol Dreſs? For ſo I ſtate it. I ſuppoſe, . and would 
to Godit were not too common a caſe! that this miſerable - 
idol is ſuffered to ſwallow up the conſideration, of all that 
©" ſolid, rational, and praiſe-worthy; to conſume thoſe. a 
precious hours that were allotted for the moſt valuable "a 


| purpoſes; and, in place of ſecuring the great. ends of OX „ 


iſtence both preſent and future, to pervert the capacities 
of nature, the acquire ments of education, and the boun- 
ties of providence to pervert them to the low. deſign of 
being admired for embelliſhments that imply no merit in 5 
the wearer, and can confer no honour in the eye of a , 
but the worthleſs and the vain. Can ſuch a conduct, I 
ſay, be thought innocent, or in any reſpect conliſten : 
t with the rules of deinen, or of gonſcienge? | 


That the idol I ſpeak of renders Its votaries 1 5 
even in this world, is a fact daily experienced. But who 


can deſcribe the profuſion” of expenſe, with the painful | 
and pitiful ſhifts that arc often neceſſary to ſupport it; the 


a on health, the hurry of ſpirits, the travail : 
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8 o e Apparel. 


of 6 the dagreurion of being CA, FX whole it I” 


| hours, under the confident hands of the meaneſt of man 1 
kind; together with all the anxieties of heart, the agonies 
ol rivalſhip, the deep-felt diſgrace on being difappointed 
5 of* conqueſt, | or of fame; the diſtraction and deſpair n 
being outſhone” by—a Finer Gown;' in a word, all the 8 
ridieulous and all the deſerved diſtreſs, to which they are 


5 perpetually expoſed? 


f 1 juſt 8 . on WED Theſe | 
- indeed, as well as the reſt, are, little conſidered „ 
young lady, - keen in the purſuit of ſhow and admiratioo-rn. 
But if ſhe be not apprehenſive of their conſequences, in 
relation to life, and comfort, and eaſe, I wonder ſhe is not 
N immediately alarmed at their effects, with regard to that K 
very appearance which is her favourite object. I wonder | 
ſhe does not perceive at once, how: much her loom and 
ſprightlineſs, the luſtre of her eyes; and the freſhneſs of / 
her form, are impaired by ſuch endleſs, ſuch enormous 
fatigue, agitation, and irregularity. Lam aſtoniſhed ſhe | 
125 does not reflect, that ſhe is taking the moſt effectual me- | 
| thods to ſhorten that period of youth, on which her triumphs 
depend. Miſtaken creature! thou art cruelly haſtening 
on the time, when thou ſhalt be frightened to look at thy⸗- 
ſelf; when not only thy mind, but thy face; ſhall be 
« ſicklied o'er with the pale caſt of thought,” when languor,” 
diſeaſe and depreſſion, ſhall undermine and deſtroy every re- 
maining allurement, and leave thee to lament too late the 
_  Jadirigcourſe thou haſt run. You forget alſo that dreſſing 
up beauty continually, wears it out; that like ſtrength; 
or ſtudy, or buſineſs, it requires the frequent intermiſſion 
of its toils; but that, more than any of them, it is enfeebled 
dy conſtant exertion; and that the arts commonly made 
uſe of to heighten and repair it, only accelerate and in- 
ereaſe its decay, while the complexion, the ſkin,” and the | 
1 . are 122 e OF: and tortured. 
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; Did 2 
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4 3 | ni not this ſhameful aſi: 3 or 3 in A 
E g (great meaſure, the worthier ſenſibilities of good nature, 
I ſhould alſo mention here the more ſerious and important 
| diftreſſos,. in which they involve others.- — But the ſtretches. 
col credit to parents, the inconveniencies to many families, ; 
ile ruin to not a few, the loſſes to. tradeſmen, who are 
often not paid, the hardſhips to a vaſt variety of people, x 
_ whole ſufferings are little thought of amidſt the glare f 
oſtentation and the triumph of fancy, it were impoſſible 
- fully to paint. Who does not know, that the parade of 
one gaudy evening ſhall ſometimes ſubject a ſcore of ho- 
neſt citizens to difficulties for a whole month? Is this 
RY chriſtian? Is this humane? But where the Fury of dreſs 
tyrannizes how can the gentle pleadings of Charity hope 
to be heard? And as to Charity's eldeſt daughter, Benefi- 
cence, what chance has ſhe, in general to contend with 
that mighty ſorcerefs, the Mode? Thoſe ſtreams whic 
heaven has committed to the direction of the former, for 
the refreſhment of f induſtcy, and the comfort of affliction; 


| how often are they diverted "ow e b e Woe. 
_— of made 


7 4 
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But the e ni. it will Fil aid, ; is eee 
the moſt diffuſive, the moſt illuſtrious works of humanity 
both private and public. We own it, and rejoice in the 
effect. Far from denying the people of this country any 

| of their juſt honours, we. are almoſt tempted to ſpeak: of | 

ws them with exultation. But—l wiſh the works in queſtion _ 
may not be frequently performed by way of atonement ſor 
certain faſhionable vices, which it too eaſy. to reconcile 
with them. Charity hopeth all things.” I know _ 

it, and do verily believe that even now, addicted, as the 
world 1s to oſtentation, there are many, very many cha- 
racters, who nobly deny themſelyes for the fake of others ; 5 

or rather, who find the higheſf indulgence i in conſecrating „ 

to ION of benevolence AY: wy” IO ſharo of their 7 
i e 2985 
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x. . e ſeeking by ſuch: means to; bee A 
Es diſpenſation.” for criminal; purſuits. But forgive me, if 1 
ſay, with regard to numbers, that the flagrant affectation 
_ of ſhining in public, and the dreadful paſſions thenee ariſing 


ples of religious munificence. Theſe, I know, are unpo- 


LOS» 
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C 1 N deſerve 7 . 18 8 5 


pos this Ge His," is ther warn a dilseult attainment. 
This, I think, is certain, that to attend with exactneſs to 
the mind. But can any degree of finery compenſate the 


Y 


: i ideas! to See | . eee e : 


1 ity is wanting, men may be dazzled for a moment. Mere 
85 bf plendor will ſtrike them at firſt: but on reflexion they will 


is nothing. On the other hand, where Simplicity, the 
the never-failing. entertainment and inſtruction derived 
1 ſuppoſe. for that reaſon chiefly, they remain to this 


e amongſt dhe eee who have in this re. 
vo Fa en 
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in private life, are not eaſily reconciled with real princi- 


8 pular ideas: 1 am ſorry for it: but their being ſo, is no f 
g reaſon. Oy: we mould h n, it 18 the N re- | 


T0 the . e ny feveral'n way be ade, | 


5 Your fex is much belied, if it be a very common one. 


one object at once, is ordinarily ſufficient employment for 


*. d 4 
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want of cleanlineſs? A Girty woman —1 turn from the 


ba hs next Sa that engaging 2 breche at 1 5 
Simplicity of Dreſs. In all the ſeiences, in every valuable 
4 profeſſion, in the common intereourſes of life, and let me 
add, even in the ſublimeſt ſubjeQs, Simplicity is that which 
5 above every thing elſe touches and delights. Without it, 

indeed, all elſe i is feeble and unaffecting. Where Simpli- 


; ſoon diſcoyer, that. ſplendor of itſelf, like every other idol, 
3 8 ſiſter of Truth, appears, the attraction is eternal. Hence 


1 from the works of antiquity in all the fine arts; of which 


Fg day, and will ever remain, the ſovereign ſtandards. 
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ſpett ie Gen moſt happily, 40 been ay oft * 2 | 


mired; '\'To' inſtance in the art of painting, with a more 
immediate reference to our ſubject; what honour bas been 
acquired by ſuch of its profeſſors as have. approached 9 


to the noble limplicity of ancient workmanſhip ! Its buſi 5 „ 


neſs, we know, is moſt particularly with Beauty, in all her 
fineſt forms. That, I preſume, was never ſtudied more ſuc 
cefsfully by any, than by the great Raphael. But who, - 
that has an eye for ſuch objects, ean avoid being truck with 
the chaſte, ſober, and unaffected graoes of his females? And 


as to his manner of clothing them, what remarkable plain- >4 


neſs, what delightful modeſty, even where the colours and 
ſtuffs are intended to be richeſt !. How different from thoſe 


painters of the Gothic ſtyle, who, not underſtanding the 
diſtinction between ornament, and finery, which is its ex- 


ceſs ; between beauty, and ſhow, which is the affectation 
of it: load their women with jewels, trappings, and other 
e Part hk PRs but pany bo 


Neis the rind” princi ile of Simplicit 7 1 to 59 

imitative arts; it runs through all. Hence, in 4 great 
meeaſure, the peculiar ſatisfaction derived from the compa- 
ny of a man well bred and worthy at the ſame time. He 


looks, he ſpeaks, he moves, with a modeſt eaſe; there is 15 
nothing artificial or ſtudied in his converſation and deport- 


ment. Hence too the ſuperior pleaſure from the n 
of a garden laid out with taſte, in which the views are na- 
tural, ample, and unforced, above that of ſeeing one cut 
into a thouſand little parterres, and encumbered with CY 
crowd of laboured conceits. Let me ſubjoin, hence the in- 


expreſſible power and majeſty of Holy Writ itſelf, even ab⸗ 


ſtrated from its divine original. And, to come to the 4 
directly before us, hence the teſiſtleſs charm which attends 


aà Virtuous Woman attired with plainneſs and judgment; . | A 
two 8 e e allowance for the One 7 
ad WE 
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The neat | appearance 957 many female belovging to 3 


. feet well known, has been frequently remarked, and great- Wh, 


; Ay admired. It would be much more agreeable, could 1 
be disjoined from the ſtiffneſs that accompanies it; a defect 

| utterly i inconſiſtent with the rules of taſte. But thoſe peo- 
5 ple are taught to deſpiſe every thing of this kind, and to 
underſtand literally ſuch paſſages of ſcripture as ſeem to pro- 
hibit ſumptuous apparel. In ſhort, they plead religious prin- 
ciple for the form of their attire. | We ſhould believe them, 
but for the richneſ 3 of the materials, and the fineneſs of the 
texture, Many of that ſect are very intelligent: can they 
perſ uade themſelves, that through all their affeQation o. 
plainneſs the world does not JEU, the . an 4 | 

expence . | ; 

On this article your hagen all be ſeen ir in joining 1 | 

gality and ſimplicity together: in being never fond of fine- 
ry; in carefully diſtinguiſhing between what is glaring, and 5 


what is genteel; in preſerving elegance with the plaineſt . 


habit; in wearing coſtly array but ſeldom, and always 
with eaſe: a point that may be attained by her wtio has 
learnt not to think more highly of herſelf 18 the 3 

raiment ſhe can put on. 8 


Were a den of this kind to NED I cannot tielp 
thinking, that the effects would be beneficial and happy. 
What ſums would be ſaved, where they ought to be ſaved, 
for more valuable ends! What ſums would be kept at 
home, that now go abroad to enrich our moſt dangerous. hob 
rivals French gewgaws would give place to Britiſh ma- 
nufactures. The ladies of this iſland, inferior to none in 
beauty, would be the apes of none in dreſs... They would 

| 2 that Sos of 1 which i is the moſt proper 
7 0 „„ for 
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for their ſex; they would ſerve their country in tier own. 
Way. How many evils to the community, to pri vate fami- 
lies, and to individuals, would be prevented If in ſome 
of the moſt expenſive parts of female decoration fewer 
hands were employed, a much greater number on the other 
| fide would find exerciſe in cultivating an elegant propriety, 
and a beautiful diverſity, through all the reſt. The public 
/ "taſte would be improved in a thouſand articles. And is there 
not reaſon to hope, that the appearance, the Ei e and 5 


the e of the Fair, would: BUR 1 the e 105 


27 4 


| They v would be ef ſhowy deen but they would be 
more engaging. Our gay aſſemblies, for gay aſſemblies 
there will always be, would glitter leſs in the gaze of fool 
iſh wonder; but they would ſhine more in the eye of juſt 
diſcernment. And what honour would i it refle&t on your 
underſtandings, when in company, to ſee you ſuperior to 


yaur dreſs, entirely forgetting that, and every other advan- 


tage you may poſleſs, in an obliging attention to all pre- 
| Tent, and lending luſtre to each ornament, inſtead of bor- 


Towing it merely from thence! | Or will any of you ſay, 
that a woman on the contrary is likely to be more eſteem- 


eld, for appearing attentive to herſelf alone, .or trying to - 
catch by ſo poor a bait, as a little gay clothing? She who 
does either, piques our pride, and offends our judgment, 

at the ſame inſtant. We ate hurt by her bad breeding in 
the one caſe: and in the other, we are proyoked to think 
ſhe ſhould pay us ſuch a ſorry compliment; as to OE we. 


can be orgies. na cobweb. 


When ſhall women, in general, es thoroughly” 
| tbe effect of a comely habit, that, independent of pomp 
and deſpiſing extravagance, is worn as the ſober, yet tranſ- 
parent veil of a more comely mind? Be aſſured, my 
young friends, it is thus that you will captivate moſt, and 
pleaſe longeſt, By purſuing this plan, you will preſerve 


> 
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an equality i in 0 great indilpenſible e of. eh 
Vou will be clean, and you will be eaſy; nor will you be 
in danger of appearing butterflies one day, and ſlatterns the 
next. Vou will be always ready to receive your friends, 
without ſeeming to be caught, or being at all diſconcerted 


on account of your dreſs. How ſeldom is that the caſe. 
F amongſt the flutterers of the age! I wiſh we could ſay, 
amongſt them only. For young ladies of more ſobriety to 
be found ſo often ſlovenly, I might have ſaid downright 


ſqualid and naſty, when no viſitors are expected, is moſt 


peculiarly ſhameful. I cannot expreſs the contempt and 


the e ooh, when [ think of it. F, will not think of 
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1 proceed to obſerve, that what you take from tinſel 
trappings you will gain in time, in ſaving, and in real love- 
lineſs. The leſs vanity you betray, the more merit we 
ſhall be always diſpoſed to allow you. We ſhall be doubly 


| charmed, firſt with finding young women that are not ſlaves 


to ſhow, and next with eee ſo much reſpe& on 


our heads and hearts, as to ſuppoſe we are ny; to * gain⸗ 


ed "oY better __ DE per at 


Add i to 75 5 that n men ef ee e 6 propet 


ſentiments, will not be afraid of connecting themſelves 


with perſons too prudent to be profuſe, and too wiſe, as 
well as too worthy, when married to court the : admiration. 
of all—but ther huſbands. : 


"The 3 od undiflnguithing] 5 of Minton; 


has been thought the moſt common, the rankeſt, and the 
moſt noxious weed, that grows in the heart of a female. 


It is nourſhed by nothing more than by the love of finery. 


| In effect, they depend on each other. But if you will be- 
gin by cruſhing the latter; the former, I am perſuaded, 
will Ray decay, and at laſt fall to the ground. The 
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love of fihety aitiratly TOO affloti 
is, to de admired; for between theſe a Conesited JOung | 
© cresture makes no * diſtinQion. - Alas! what womar 
there at any age, who, if devoted to dreſs burns not with 
impatienee to ay I public a new faſhion, or a fe 
any thing, which ſhe has been told by thoſe about her, or 
g by her own imagination, lboks exceeding fine? And N 
this impatience what is the ſource, © but that very paſſion 
which juſt now called The unbounded and undiſtinguiſn- 
ing love of admiration? The miſchiefs flowing from 
thence have been touched upon in part. They will be far- 
ther traced hereafter, At preſent I ſhall only add, what 
ought to alarm women of decency, that an immoderate 
fondneſs for external embelliſhment | is a Ce, e 
to pn and laſcivious n 


Prom the paſſage of ifaiah befors Ace, ae with 
the verſe immediately preceding, it appears that, in the 
caſe there pointed to, an indecent deportment was cloſely 
connected with an exceſſive vanity i in apparel. And from 
the whole of that diſcourſe it is manifeſt, the behaviour of 
the daughters of Zion at that time was highly diſpleaſing 


tothe Almighty ; which could only proceed from the influ- 


ence their behaviour had upon their diſpoſitions, or reei- 

. procally from the latter as giving birth to the former. How | 
©. applicable t the'obſervation to ths caſe'of red t 
- this Wy” 5 . . 


But has it not been too much the manner a e 
ers of every age, to decry that in which they lived; as hav- | 
ing remarkably degenerated from thoſe that went before, and 
to denounce peculiar judgments accordingly? It often has, 
no doubt. And fo far certainly they have forgotten the cau- 
tion of Solomon; * Say not thou, What is the cauſe that 

e the former days were better than theſe? For thou doſt 
SE ot not e wiſely concerning this. ”- A miſtake we would 
WE. 
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willingly avoid. Such complaints, when indulged indiſeri- 
minately, are either the dictates of a glo and querulous 
temper, or the trite and unmeaning declamation of mere 
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5 1 94 Jo 01 ated ba 5 A 3 e 
fed in the ſtyle of love and admiration. 1 have taken the 
liberty to addreſs you in that of zeal and friendſhip; a ſtyle 
not the leſs ſincere, or the leſs worthy of your attention, 
for being ſober and impartial. Will you permit me to pro- 
_ ceed in the ſame manner? © Suppoſe me ſpeaking to you as 
a brother. It will be more than a ſuppoſition. Have we 
not all one father by creation, even the great Gop? and 
by religion, is not the new Jeruſalem the mother of us all ? 
With a brother's affection then I will go on to lay before 
you ſome better ornaments than wealth can purchaſe, in | 
"which I wiſh my beloved fiſters to ſhine, that they may ap- 
pear as becomes their high birth, and the e Ns 
ons hey: are A ee to entertain. e ; 
Aſter modeſt „ our 0 0 mentions badete. 
neſs. I will—that women adorn themſelves in mes 
* apparel, with Shamefacedneſs. This lovely quality, 
in its largeſt extent, and in its moſt pleaſing effects on fe- 
male manners, ſhall be the ſubject of our preſent medita- f 
tion. It is an ornament equally ny and wiſe. IE 
I. "Tt is a nen ornament, ai 4 Fudge in a 
moral and religious light. I would only premiſe, that the 
- amiable. reſerve, termed by St. Paul, Shamefacedneſs, = | 
ſomething widely diſtant from thoſe airs of diſdain, thoſe 15 
pretences of averſion to men, which we now and then meet 
with in your ſex. I ſaid Pretences ; For no degree of can. 
5 can perſuade u us to believe chat ſuch e We 5 


ly akin 20 not Ms a wil ES und 
ſeeming ſeverity, this violent afoQution of virtue, harbour 
paſſions of à very different kind. Who does not know, 
that the greateſt prudes have often dropt their diſguiſe at 
laſt; and betrayed ſuch diſpoſitions as many a young wor 
man of good nature, and courteous behaviour, is incapable. 


of indulging?” Every thing overdone is liable to ſuſpicion, - % 


Innocence in women wants not the aid of oſtentation; like 


integrity in men, it reſts in its own conſciouſneſs. Not fog”, 


however, as to neglect the rules of prudence and ci 


ſpection. To ſay the truth, prudery is not the pier 


evil of the times. Female modeſty, even where it is moſt 
real, is in little danger, as the world goes, of being carried 
to an extreme. In the gayer part of the world; -how- N 
dom, alas! does it riſe to the Shamefacedneſs/enjoined-in 
our text, and which on the very firſt hearing ſuggeſts the | 


| idea of a virtuous baſhfulneſs.* . bs his I e bale 


4.3 4 * +2 3 "Ss 
WITT n pe FOIL SAL PARTE Bp 4 
* . 


| b ; | ; 5 Wick vluſhes. 8 as ſhe moves age, 35 
« * Diſordertd at the : mans. ſhe draws 3 7h 8 . 
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whither i is the Nu ee is the . original, 


from which the poet drew ſo ſweet a picture Has vir 5 


tue then forſaken the ſex ? Go forbid. But Tam bold to. 


: ſay, her favourite walks a are not in thoſe Places of public « en- 


tertaiment, now ſo fondly frequented by ſo many women. 
She loves the ſhade. There ſhe finds herſelf moſt ſecure 


Jer the maſk of this 


1 EL... ER ch ei RES 


/ 


from the blights of calumny, and the heats of temptation. | 
Ah! ye mothers of: this land, | how can you expoſe ſo.raſh- _ 


ly. thoſe tender bloſſoms committed to your care! Have ye 
forgotten that eyery unkindly breath is ready to blaſt them? 
Are ye ignorant, how ſoon the whiteſt innocence. may be 


ſullied; that it is poſſible even for the ſtricteſt principles 0 
to be corrupted? Is there nothing in your own minds that Pug 
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ere) of e your dre little of eee 

of preventing, or rubbing off the awkwardneſs, that i is * | 
ts adhete'to young petſoas who are confined at home. 
| You urge the propriety of oonvinoing them by compariſon, 
how / much the calm and rational pleaſures of that home are 


preferable to the noiſy and giddy diverſions uſually fe 


| abroad; that in the latter there is nothing'ſ wonderfully 
fine, fo irreſiſtably alluring,” as their youthful fancies, of 


10 e er ne of others, e lead them to de A 
Weed ea fo! * *s 11 £0, / — 
within theſe bounds, and be blameleſs. But do the pa- 


rents of the preſent generation commonly keep withinthem? - 


Are not many of thoſe parents as fond of gaiety and ſhow, 
as the mereſt girl gan poſſibly be? Is it ſurpriſing to ſee 


the daughters of ſuch become very early the votaries of 
Folly, when every other day or night they are conducted 3 
in triumph to her temples, without any precaution, any 
previous pains taken to inſtruct them i in the emptineſs and 
vorthleſſneſs of the object worſhipped there ; ; worſhipped. 

_ witheyery circumſtance that can ſerye to propagate. the 
idolatry, while the poor innocents are inflamed by the con- . 
currenoe of company, dreſs, flattery, example; the exam- 
ple of thoſe whom, by nature and education, they are diſ- 
poſed to reſpect moſt highly, and to imitate moſt implicit- 
ly? It were ſtrange 1 indeed, if in this ſituation their too 


ſuſceptible hearts ſhould eſcape the faſhionable contagion. 
But what can be ſaid for thoſe who thus direQly, and with: 
their eyes open, lead their children info a ſnare : Ceaſe, 


; 1 thou reſtleſs and raging ſpirit of hell, who art “ going 
6 about ſeeking whom thou mayeſt deyour,” ceaſe thy oru- 


el toil. The parents of Britain render it needleſs. The 


| mothers of the church haſten to bring thee their little lambs, 4 
as if impatient for the pleaſure of preſenting them —Excuſe, - 
Ye better e, this e of ee kindled ff 


I * 5 


e. 


! DO nes ns W DES 
V pre rae IE fd, © 


// CIR . 
ME Gn es EL ETC WEE aw $2] * Wt Pc 
JJ ff. ĩð - TI 
£ 1 4 55 7 r b — 


J;ͤ AI qa, : 5 55 


2 V els: won 0 ne 1 . 3 


o . 
wo OOTY 
3 
3 
5 
8 
3 
WAS 
= 
15 of 2 
8 FR 
1 889 
oY 4 TR 
Rs 
To 
e 
5 7 
AQ 
3 
. 
2 
3 
. 
1 
Set 
7 
1 
N 
95 
2 
2 
by 
A 
Wer 
a 
Foot 
8 
© 
22 
AF 
* 
Id 
1 
* 
= 
2 
*- 
0, 
A. 
"IC 
eg 
OY 
£5 
— 
OY 
. 
U. 
5 


4 to himſelf a glorious church, not havirig | pot, or wrinkle, 


1 chat I enter not into Ne nn 


mixture of ſprightlineſs and ſimplicity. © They run, they 


CLE 


by an en which HER e er 1 {2 
Tthink with honour of all who truly merit the parental name, 
May the Father of the world enereaſe their number, and 
multiply their joys! But for thoſe wicked I turn from 
them to you, ye pretty helpleſs creatures, who have loſt 
it may be, -happily——mereiful heaven ! muſt I ſay, Hap- 
pily loft your parents? or whoſe parents yet alive, but loſt 
to themſelves and to their offspring, have in the blindneſs *' 
of indulgence, or the barbarity of negle&, abandoned you 
to your own untutored conduct. Let me warn you of your - 
_ danger. If there be no other friend to ſhow a ſolicitude on 
12 . allow me at e to — ſatisfaQtion. 
 Refle; my Aden; 80 all 1 have ſaid . your | 
1 in life : atid look beyond life's narrow bounda- | 
Ty. Conſider everlaſting conſequences. | Contemplate ap- 
_ proaching judgment. You have received from the almigh- 
ty your bodies and your fouls, unſtained by diſhonour. 
| You will be ſoon required to reffore them immaculate. 
Ten belong to a ſociety, for which your Saviour gave 
* himſelf; that -he, might ſandtify and cleanſe it with the 
* waſhing of water by the word, that he might preſent it 


e or any ſuch thing.” I hink of this. A 575 


The lors of GG NE Jerry how innocent fo- 
everit may often ſeem, and ſometimes. be, enſnares mul- 
- cath of your ſex. Their earlieſt days are marked by a2 


laugh, they prattle; and then they often bluſh for fear of 
ee offended. As they grow up, their ſenſibilities be- 
* come more enlightened, and more awake. They bluſh of- 
tener. It is the precious colouring of virtue, as one has 
er phraſed i it. They contract a quicker perception f 
what , and of what is wiſe. A ſweet timidity . 
| | was 


. On b aun . 10 ib, 
was given 9 to guard their innocence, 1 inclioing 
them to ſhrink from whatever might threaten. to injure it, 
Their paſſions, as they riſe, are reſtrained from exorbitance, 
by g ſecret ſentiment of ſhame and Honour, In this inte of 
mind they come to hear much concerning public diverſions. 
The deſcription is frequently repeated, and always exagge- 
rated. Their curioſity takes fire; they are eager to parti: 5 
'  eipate.. They are indulged once, a ſecond, a third time, 
often, without controul. By little and litle their natural 
fearfulneſs begins to abate. For a while they are ſhocked 
at ſigns of rudeneſs. I heir ears are wounded by the lan- 
guage of vice: Oaths, imprecations, double meanings, : 
every thing obſcene fills them with diſguſt and horror. But 
cuſtom ſoon begets ſamiliarity z and familiarity produces in- - 
difference, The emotions of delicacy are leſs frequent, leſs. 
ſtrong. And now they ſeldom bluſh, altho perhaps they 
often affect it. At the image of ſin they tremble no lon- 
ger: theit minds are already debauched. All the internal 
fences of modeſty are broken down. Can you wonder, if 
it be then eaſily aſſailed from without? But what if it be 
not? What if appearances, be ſtill preſerved, if open 
ſcandal be not incurred, or if ſecret enormity ſhould be al- . 
ways avoided? Ts it enough for a young woman to be free 
from infamy, / from crimes? Between the ſtate of virgin 
purity and actual proſtitution are there no intermediate de- 
grees? Is it nothing to have the ſoul deflowered, the fan- 
cy polluted, the paſſions flung into a ferment? Say, is it 
nothing to forfeit inward freedom and ſelf-poſſeſſion ? Fe be 
beauty, the dignity, the tranquillity of conſcious virtue | 
are all theſe of no account? Such indeed one would think 
were the opinion of thoſe, who imagine there can be no E 
harm in 4. paſſion for places of entertainment: Becauſe, 
ſay they, all attacks on the honour of perſons who. reſort 
thither are precluded. Be that as it may, I muſtever main 
tain, that young women, of principle will be. cautious of 
| frequenting ſcenes where Shamefacedncls, at once the com- Th T 
5 24 VVV e 
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1 panion 400 the OO of female innopence, | is in nee 5 
of being loſt. But I add, that every prudent young woman | 
5 alſo wa 5 ay 80 in e fanilgalar - . 4 
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nn; The ornament we now n en is as Wire, as as 


9 it is Neceſlary. There i is nothing ſo engaging as baſhful 

beauty. The beauty that obtrudes itſelf, how conſiderable | 
fires.” Men are ſo made. They refuſe their admirationʒ 

where it is eourted: Where it ſeems rather ſhunned, they 

love to beſtow it. The ese eee been wa 185 
. moſt attraQive. | EO TE df WOES F eee 


r, will either diſguſt, or at moſt excite but inferior de- = 
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You W the repreſentation which Milton puts in- 


to Adam's mouth of his firſt meeting with our con mo- 
ther. nes Hom and ow oe $: 24h | 
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55 . Yet innocence and virgin modeſty, „ : 
8 Her virtue and the conſcience of her Nw, 
hy. That would be woo'd; and not unſought be ww” 
Not obvious; not obtruſive, but DUM 275 5 fa 01 hab 
1 6:oE The more dohrable'; 3 Or, to . all, „ 8 . 

| s pag in Per fo, that ſeeing n me. "the turnyd.. 

1 follow d her, She what was honour knew, | 


' | Bs 2 And With obſequious majeſty approved ” 1 
TT My pleaded reaſon. To the nuptial 3 r 
WEED, 1 led her ee like the morn.” 13 88 . 


* 8 was only hs woe won e Ves che f po- 5 
et knew the ſexes well, and ſeems to have ſtudied yours 


particularly. He painted from the completeſt ſtandards he 
could find. His picture of Eve, in her ſtate of innocence, 
may be conſidered as the model of a woman moſt amiably 
Ds feminine; in whom his imagination, * exalted. and. 
45 ne could en bon ee „„ 


22 . = tor, 
| « Thos thou dee. that duly ow | 


From all her ow and actions,” : TE ey *Þ 


| What mind of any worth can forbeart to 5 charm with 
the ee e a ne e 


| Tea 8 thinks is 4 lee * a _ f 
1 who in his ſober ſenſes, would not prefer a modeſt | 
to an impudent women. An impudent weman Who 


can tell which is greater, the diſgrace thrown upon huma- 
nity by ſuch a character, or the honour reflected on our nat 


tures by that abhorrenoe, which is raiſed by the —_ * 


* breaſt not wry: TI 


ot 


3 e ei at 8 5 
ding power has graciouſly taken to ſhow his care of female 


virtue, not only by impreſſing the minds of your fex with 


| that deep and lively ſenſe of reputation, which is one of ite 

- moſt powerful preſervatives, but alſo by forming the minds 
of ours with ſo high an eſteem for every indication of chaſ- 

_ tity in women, and with ſo ſtrong a diſapprobation of the 


contrary. That eſteem, and this diſapprobation, it is cer- 
tain, are felt | 
to take place of appetite; and theſe indications are perſect- 


ly and univerſally intelligible. I fay not, that thoſe of tbe 
laſt kind are always apparent, where women have given | 
themſelves up to vice; but I apprehend, they are ſo for the 

| This breach of her moſt ſacred law, the juſ-— 
tice of Nature has generally branded with a look and man- 
ner peculiarly characteriſtie and ſignificant; as on mme 
other ſide, ſhe has always U think, always) marked the ge- 
nuine feelings of modeſty with a look and manner no eb LE 


eder part. 


ar dae e and derpreſtve. 5 


In the later ay ſhe feems to ofa to r us men, printing | 


the men, whenſoever reaſon is permitted 
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1 6 has ot e b a hal On 
- © innocents, whom I have graced with my faireſt gifts, and 
committed to your protection; behold them with love and 


© reſpe&; treat them with tenderneſs and honour. They ä 
© are timid, and want to be defended. They are frail; O 
do not take advantage of their weakneſs. Let their fears 
and bluſhes endear them. Let their confidence in you. 


© never be abuſed—But is it poſſible, that any of you can 


© be ſuch barbarians, fo ſupremely wicked, as to abuſe it? 
Can ye find in your hearts to deſpoil the gentle truſting 5 


© creatures of their treaſure, or do any thing to ſtrip them 8 


their native robe of virtue? Curſt be the impious hand 


that would dare to violate the unblemiſnhed form of Chaſti- 


ty! Thou wretch ] thou ruffian |. forbear ! nor venture | 
6 ' to. Cn Heaven 8 kerceſt e | 


In the other Fa Þ the fans parental power; a 
watehful for all her children, ſeems to caſt an eye of awful 


reproach on ſuch of her daughters as are unhappily abandon 
ed, and, raiſing her voice, to add reſs our ſex to this pur« - | 


E : © Flee, my ſons, Flee theſe deſtructive Syrens. 
3 They ſmile, only to tempt; and they tempt, in ordet to 
devour. Once indeed they ſhone in many of my ſweeteſt 
© charms. Theſe are no more. They have forgotten to 
< bluſh; their foreheads are hardened into ſhameleſſneſs. 
"8 Their eyes formerly foft, virtuous, and downcaſt; thoſe 

very eyes that effuſed the foul of innocence, have learnt 
to ſtare, and roll with unbounded wantonneſs; to dart no- 
0 * thing but unholy fire. Their hands are the hands of Har- 


© pies. Their feet go 1 8 85 e and pra tale 
8 hold on hell.“ 3 


* 


＋ 85 3 ba thoſe. wretched 3 in "lg 9 e 
true in part. The profligate.and the fooliſh, that are ta- 


Bag in their toils, ſhall ſome time or other be ſure to repent | 
| Nevertheleſs i it muſt be owned, mean are 50 them 


bo 
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who, with 1 of We to the beſt ape en, and 
without any remains of natural modeſty, yet practiſe the 
art of feigning i iis decent demeanour; one of tl the ſtrongeſt 
e chat can be conceived in its favouf! rw ; 


"TE thoſe more accompliſhed enſnarers are EY 

aware, that there is no allurement equal to that of maiden 

virtue; and therefore, having, loſt the reality, they ſtudy — 

to retain the appearance. In this inſtance, no doubt, as 

in numberleſs others, the operations of Nature may be 
Counteracted by violence, and her moſt ſpeaking features 

filenced by diſſimulation. But, ah, how much more eaſy, 

pleaſant, noble, and happy, to be virtuous, than only to 
ſeem ſo! That vicegerent of God within us, Conſcience, 

will not bear the abuſe calmly. All eſſential tranſgreſſions 
of order how ſucceſsful ſoever they may outwardly appear,” 

ſhall certainly be puniſhed by inward diſquietude, and home- | | 
felt meanneſs. But the truth is, that the art of diſſembling 
in the caſe before us, ſeldom ſucceeds ſo far, as not to be 

ſeen through on many occaſions? and when it is, the con- 

tempt and averſion produced by it, are only heightened by 
thoſe attempts to impoſe, Of this be aſſured, that to the 
ſenſe of decency there is nothing more diſguſting, than the 6 
notion of a young woman who cannot be put out of coun- 
tenance. In our ſex, the character of being loſt to ſname 
is ſcandalous; but in you v0 can deſcribe the deteſta- : 

tion it FROG? * . VVT 


Ti * , 3 8 
* ? N 


Next to this i is the Aike we fo to bir who. "hea contrac- 8 
ted a certain briſkneſs of air, and levity of deportment, 
which, though by good nature, or the courteſy of cuſtom, » 
diſtinguiſhed from the brazen front and bold attack of the f 
proſtitute, does yet, I cannot help ſaying, approach too 
near them, and can never, I am ſure, be pleaſing to men 
of ſentiment. Such an air and deportment, I well know _ 
are by many eſteemed marks of ſpirit. It may be ſo, I 
am willing at leaſt to believe, that no Ng Try. is meant 
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1 Matculide woman 8 be . an "anamiable. 
 ereature.; J confeſs myſelf ſhocked, whenever ſee the 
ſexes confounded. An effeminate fellow, that, deſtitute 
o every manly ſentiment, copies with inverted ambition 


from your ſex, is an object of contempt and averſion t 
once. On the other hand, any young woman of better 
rank, that throws off all the lovely ſoftneſs of her nature 
and emulates the daring intrepid temper of a mah—how | 
terrible! The transformation on either ſide muſt. ever be 
* monſtrous. Ts not this ſhadowed out to us in that particular 


prohibition of the Jewiſh law, which ſays, The woman 


* ſhall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man: neither 
_ * ſhall/a man put on a woman's garment. For all that do 
* ſo are abomination to the Lord?” Such confuſion of ap- 


parel was to be conſidered as renouncing, in effect, the 
diſtinction of form, which the Almighty had eſtabliſhed in 
the creation. To this unnatural mode do we not ſometimes 


_ obſerve a viſible tendency in our days? But what though _ 
the dreſs be kept ever ſo diſtinQ, if the behaviour be not; 


in thoſe points, I mean, where the character peculiar to 


each ſex ſeems to require a difference? There, a meta- 
morphoſis i in either will always offend an eye that is not 
greatly vitiated. It will do ſo particularly in your ſex, | 
By dint of aſſiduity and flattery, fortune and ſhow, a 
Female Man ſhall ſometimes ſucceed ſtrangely with the 


women: but to the men an Amazon never fails to be 


forbidding. Are none of you, my fair hearers, in danger 
of roughening into this ungracious figure? How readily it 


is aſſumed, in thoſe ſcenes where the ignorance of youth _ 


co- operates with the magic of e 1 1 of 80 per- 
. will not e e 
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; boi mk ms felt a But ſurely Whey 10 i; 
kind of affectation. I had rather a thouſand times ſee a 


young lady carry her baſhfulneſs too aer than OT! her- 
fas on the — of her manners. 
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hte; 1 . are in eneral 15 
women, of the deportment of women. „ affe@ts : 
them from your quarter they feel more immediately. Lou 
| flide inſenſibly into a certain caſt of manners; you per- 

. ccive not the gradations; you do not ſee yourſelves at a 
proper diſtance. If the effect produced be on the whole 
diſagreeable, ſelf-love will not be the firſt to diſcover it. 
Men, it is true, are often dazzled by youth, vivacity, 
and beauty : but yet at times they will look at you with 
2 cooler eye, and a cloſer inſpection, than you apprehend 3 

at leaſt, when they have W of N you ire 
Private een, | 
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In ſplendid crowds Wi is di . becauſe ati is en. 5 
The multiplicity of the object ſcatters and diſtracts: no- 
thing is felt or thought of, in the way of either ſerious re- 
flection, or ſerious Tao.” "How much misjudged is an 
exceſſive fondneſs for ſuch ſcenes! Believe me, they are 
not the places, where the heart GIAN to: boomed. | 

At any rate, the majeſty of the ſex i is fea to ſuffer by 15 
being ſeen too frequently, and too familiarly. DiGzeot 4 
reſerve in a woman, like the diſtance kept by royal pers 
fonages, contributes to maintain the proper reverence. 
Moſt of our pleaſures are prized in proportion to the diffi- 
eulty with which they are obtained. The ſight of beauty 
may be juſtly reckoned ir that number. Notbing can be 
more ĩmpolitic in young . Jagies, than to make i it cheap. RY 
« So long,” ſays a lively author, 6 2s they govern them; . 

& ſelves by the exact rules of prudence and modeſty, their 
c luſtre is like the meridian ſun i in its clearneſs, he, 
* + though leſs approachable, is counted more glorious z - 
. but when they decline from thoſe, they are like that os 
«* in a cloud, which, egy ſafelier FONG — is 20k, half | 
* fo bright.” 
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Even the worſt men are struck 1 the fovercgnty Wt 
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"eats blk of rene But if a young 5 
1 (ſuppofing her difpoſitidris in other reſpects ever ſo 
| good) will be always breaking looſe through each domeſtic : 
ineloſure, and ranging at 7 the wide common of the 
world, thoſe deſtroyers will ſee her in avery different point =_ 
of light. They will conſider her as lawful game, to be . |} 
Hunted down without heſitation.” And if her virtue, or 
(which tos a woman is in effect nearly the ſame) her reputa- 
tion, ſhould be loſt, what will it avail the poor wanderer 
to plead that ſhe meant only a little harmleſs amuſement, 
and 1 ener: of re ene, ints! HOG: e Sgt of 
Ne e FO „ US; 


„%%% A ß 
With ens to the opinion, of, the Jer fort & men, 
1 will tell you a ſecret; If in the flutter of too public a 
life you ſhould at any time ſo far forget yourſelves, as to 
- drop that nice decorum of appearance and manner, which | 
is expected from your ſex, particularly from the younger | 
| part of it, they will be tempted to harbour ſuſpicions which - i 
I dare not name; that is, many of them will. The reſt, _ K 
who know you better, or have more charity, will be hurt 
to think: you ſhould expoſe yourſelves to a degree of cenſure 
which in reality you do not deſerve. Vet none of them 
hardly will be kind enough to offer you a friendly hint of 
what ſo much concerns you; not even where it might be 
done with the moſt perfect propriety. Their general in- 
clination to good nature, their love of amuſement in their 
turn, and their finding it moſt readily in the ſociety of your 
ſex, will diſpoſe them to laugh with you very freely. 
Tntimacy will lead on to a kind of attachment. They wil! 
often entertain you with no little gallantry; ſometimes 
5 perhaps at an expence which they can ill afford. In a 
word, they will be mightily pleaſed with! you —as the 
companions of an hour. Companions for life, if they ever 
think of ſuch, they will look out for elſewhere. They „ 
vill then make the neceſſary diferimingtion's ; 1 mean af Ds 
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Reſerve. \ th 1, 
they be wiſe and 1 engugh, to merry from ohoice. 


- They will then try if they can find women well-bred: and 
ſober · minded at the ſame time, of a chearful temper with | 
| ſedate. manners; women, of whom they may hope that 


they will love home, be attached to their huſbands, atten- 


tive to their families, reaſonable in their wiſhes, moderate 


in their expences, and not addicted to eternal ſhow. Ha- 
ving found them, whether with or without fortune (chat 


vill never be their prime conſideration) they will endeavour 


to gain them by another ſort of Kyle and behaviour, than 


they uſed towards yo. Far other ſentiments, far other 
emotions, will then poſſeſs them. In ſhort, their hearts 


will be then engaged; and if they ſhould be happy enough 
to obtain the much wiſhed'for objects, then, with a joy 


_ unfelt before, they will form the tendereſt of all-connexi- 
ons; leaving you where they found you, as widely re- 
moved as ever from the trueſt pleaſures, and the faireſt 
proſpects, that humanity knows; the pleaſures which 


ate enjoyed at home, and the proſpects which include a fa- 


| But many of Fo fear, will a allthis, n | 
not fail to ba your men ; and My in ia gaiety of” your ſpi- 


rits, you continue to exhibit that beauty as uſual, and to 
dance along through the giddy maze. Not to inſiſt, at 
preſent, how precarious and tranſient an attendant this 


_ areh-flatterer has always proved; I muſt remind you, that 


a face hackneyed in the public eye, how ſtriking ſoever when 
firſt ſeen, or how handſome ſoever it may yet remain, loſes 
much of its power to pleaſe. Every new appearance 


takes ſomething from its charmsz and for one inſtance 
wherein this kind of exhibition fucceeds, how many might 
be named in which young women once extolled, and run 

after every where, have lived to tread the en . 


1 elected, e = | 
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e. 1 1 e i Pe Nag are 0 as fi 15 
d | | the heart is commonly. intereſted. Virtuous love, 5 
h e true devotion, flies from noiſe, ſeeks retreat, and 
at 2 delights. to indulge itſelf, unobſerved; by all but the object. 
* . of 1 its veneration. That reſpectful modeſty, which attends 

te C it on the part of a man, is maintained and exalted by no- 

a- | thing ſo. much as an unaffected baſhfulneſs on the woman's. 

at | fide. But this laſt, which properly ſpeaking is the flower 

ur | of female chaſtity, i is of a nature ſo delicate and tender, 

n | as always to thrive beſt in places the leaſt frequented. 
i What pity, when, inſtead of being ſheltered and cheriſn- 

ts | ed with care, it is heedleſsly expoſed to the wanton gare 

h of every wandering eye, to the cruel hand of every rude, 

7 | or of every fly invader! Can any entertainment, or any 

- | admiration, the public has e to 1 ae om 
e- | loſs of this es quality?" TIT WR, 
O * bol that it is mdempatible 1 _ politeneſs, © or 1 
XY affability. We have ſeen it accompanied with the ſweeteſt _ 

5 affability, and with the moſt perfect politerieſs. Depend 

5 upon it, that the beſt breeding is not learnt by e 
he from one aſſembly, and one diverſion, to another; but 
n- | by living among the beſt bred people, by cultivating a fund 

i- of goodneſs in the heart,. wo CP SID e 85 
to | a well educated mind. 

- | After 5 you 7 heat, 1 1 you 29 5 not ima⸗ N 
at eine, that the Baſhfulnefs I plead for tends to obſtruRt any 

= one view, which it becomes a wife and worthy woman 
hl | to entertain. Some men, I confeſs, may be flattered by 
* | forwatd advances from thoſe of your ſex, whom the inge - 
*Y nious Mr. Richardſon uſed to term Seekers. : But is there 
he. | not. reaſon to apprehend, that when they come to reins; 

| coolly, their eſteem will not be laſting, where the founda- 
, tion of it is not natural? There are other men, it is but fait. 


e you, who will Fong delighted wy this kind of Bf 
5 S; ED 1 3 85 "Om 1 ; * f 
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4 Oburilhip, rete 

compliments by wh op mean both ig, 8 peer to 
*® the firſt worthleſs companion they meet, chat you have a 
deſign upon them. Can you' bear the thought 'of expoſing 


. © thoſe occafions, to hear a girl ſeriouſſy boaſt of her imagina- 
If conqueſts ? ? How weak in her, to fancy that every man 
ho flatters her, not to fay every man who treats her with 
the attention to which TO * are enticed, is a ett - 


WP fed; fe fy, 
s x Cake. not of thoſe WE ein e e b 
peace of mind has been cruelly ſported with by a ſpecies of 

| Poltrons, the diſgtace of their ſex, the reverſe of all that 
is brave or humane; whoſe buſineſs and boaſt it is, to in- 
| veigle the affections of virtuous women by endleſs obſequi- 
duſneſs, and ſolemn profeſſions, that ſeem to imply every 
thing juſt and kind, till they have undone the eredulous 
fair e ones, whom they chen barbarouſly confign to infamy 
and woe: or elſe, finding that they have gone too far in 
the purſuit of thoſe who will not yield but on honourable 
terms, to which they have not the ſpirit or probity to agree, 
_ they poorly andaſely relinquiſh them, after having ſtolen 
—_ their hearts. Happy creatures, to be ſo relinquiſhed, 
1 * though not happy to be ſo inveigled | What an eſcape have 
5 ye made from wretches that never deſerved you! If your 
honeſt pride be hurt at firſt, as it cannot fail of being, that 

Wing Very pride will ſoon inſpire you with a generous 5 

| 4 8 che only ſcnſation, fit to be retained on ſuch a ſubſect. 


* 


To return to thoſe of your ſex, whom 4 rage For AY 
been endeavouring to inculcate. After having faidſo much 


35 awd dee it? ata it t might be -Hhonghe that 


ment and admiration has robbed of one of the fineſt orna- 
ments that can adorn them, the Sharhefacedneſs 1 have | 


to ſhow ho highly they are to blame; what ſhall T ſay to 
thoſe, whoſe duty it is toadviſe them better, but who have? 


vourſelves t ſuch an imputation? How mortifying, on 


5 
AS 


* 
„ — 1 ; ® (he 
Der S 
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5 2. 
77 85 I. „ or Heal Referves „ Bo |. 100 
I ſuch of their female zegusintance, and fab eſpecially of . 
their female relations as are advanced in life, would;” from 
their ſuperior ſtore of judgm nt and obſervation, be friend- 
ly enough to communioate tõ thoſe j ignorant or unex peri- 
enced young creatures, ſome ſalutary counſel on this and 
other important articles, I know they wilt excuſe pres | 
by pleading the difficulty of the taſk. I own it difficult. | 
adviſe well was always ſo; and who cin bs ſure of a 
ſing ſucceſsfully ? 1s. it therefore never to be uf, 


In the preſent caſe, I cannot doubt but good counſel, offered 
witk prudence and e would often ſuecced. 5 


t. Paul, who. held i itnot unworthy of an b Apoſtle to enter 
with the greateſt particularity into the concerns of com- 
mon life, directs Titus to remind the aged women of their 
duty on this very head. His words are remarkable: Speak 
thou the things that become ſound doctrine; among 
the reſt—** that the aged women may teach the young 
"7 women to be ſober,- to love their N ent to loye 
15 their children” What follows fn to be diſcreet, 
| « chaſte, keepers. at home.” 'The precept indeed points 

to young women in the ſtate of wedlock. But will any ſup- 

poſe the apoſtle meant to exclude women yet unmarried. 
from that part of it, which on his principles, muſt neceſſa- 

rily be applicable to them? That women who, having 
families of their own, go much abroad, and affect to ſhine 
t; any where but i in their proper ſphere, are peculiarly to blame, 
* muſt, I think, be acknowledged, , But. will you. thence in- 
fer, that they who have none are at liberty. to ſtroll about 


5 5 perpetually, to prefer every place- to home, and negle&t # 
= | the moſt reſpectable virtues, the moſt valuable accompliſh- ._ o 
Fe | ments, for the parade of dreſs,. the es of Watt, and 4 
ch Wo: tricks of affeQation : ? - 55 ; | | j 
ve? #4 18. truly fad to ſee. ſo many young ws, 8 | i 
"at themſelves Fray 12 5 in the IIs of . W , 


| „ Ro | Os Pinale „ 1 's. m. 
a proper Adee elſewhere might ren 6 | aac; a. 
greeable and happy; to ſee them trifling away the oppor- 

|  tunities of doing both, and ſacrificing” to a falſe ambition 
he real importance of their ſex. But it is no leſs ſurprifing 
chan fad, to find amongſt women of age and experience ſo 
few, comparatively ſpeaking, who have the conſcience 
TD * e to eee 1 _ reformation ans wel- p: 
"Animas a fot of ao moons: . ach in 
"his metropolis, who'lived and died in. ſacred obſcurity, 
were ſeldom found from their own houſes, but placed 
their humble glory in ſhining there, particularly in breeding 
their children to every thing prudent and praiſe-worthy ; 
Imagine them for a little to return to life, and to obſerve 
unknown the manners of the preſent age. When, amongſt 
other things, they ſaw the daughters of many a citizen, 


\ glittering in gorgeous apparel not paid for, rolling their 
eyes on every ſide through a large aſſembly, ſtudying by 
| every childiſh art to draw the-notice of the men, conten- 
ding with one another who ſhould be moſt the objects of 
attention, catching with a kind of triumph each tranſient | 
glance, nor ſhewing the ſmalleſt uneaſineſs even to be ſta- 
red at by the moſt licentious eye, or to be blown upon by 
the moſt corrupted breath of every vile betrayer—1 purſue. 
the deſcription no farther—what would our venerable ſpec- A 
tators think of their poſterity What grief would fill their 
hearts on the occaſion! But how great would be. theit 1 
aſtoniſhment and horror, when informed, that numbers * 
of thoſe young perſons, whoſe behaviour was ſo unbecom- 
ing, had not been taught by their mothers, their grand 
mothers, or any other friend in the world, one ſolid leffon 
of wiſdom or Tag, of female decorum or Amiable "=, 
| BORE r | 5 
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A b AIN' dend you hes ON bound 0 DOVE 5 
| What ſuch à dreſs is to the perſon; that, and much 1 15 
is Sobriety to the mind. Sobriety is a ſort of ſpiritual veſ- 
ture entirely void of ſhow; fubſtantial, home-ſpun, and 
hardy; calculated to defend againſt the injuries of the” 
world; as-well as to cover the nakedneſs of the ſoul; pro- 
per to be worn every day, and not unfit for any place where” 
a reaſonable being ought to appear; perfectly decent, nd 0 
to a judicious eye extremely beautiful; in a word, o in- 
diſpenſible and becoming, that ſhe hs is without it has 
been ever deemed, by the virtuous and wiſe, an object of”. 
deformity, loathing and wretchedneſs. Like every thing elſe 
of greateſt value, its worth is beſt known by its loſs. That 
this quality, which like your daily clothing anſwers ſo ma- 
ny uſeful and neceſſary ends; ſhould like that too not ſtrike 
the generality of beholders, reflects i in my opinion honour | 
on your ſex. It would be more eſteemed, were it leſs com-, 
mon. And here I muſt complain of thoſe men who will l. 
- low little or no merit to a young woman for being ſober; 
5 when, if ſhe were not, they would condemn her e 
if the vice be 2 can the Nai fail 0 9 20 ho- 
ä naurable I 


N "$4 4 . > JP. 


| argue: em an N Babe int k milar. Be- 
| cauſe diſobedienoe to parents is unnatural and vile, does it 
follow that filial piety deſerves little or no praiſe ? But the 
| temptations to this crime are uſually inconſiderable, fre 
quently none at all; whereas to indecorum, i intemperance, N 
and i incontinence, i it is certain My women. are under 
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ven way to them; it is probable there are but few, "whoſe „ 
virtue in thoſe particulars has not been expoſed to very dan- 


gerous ſnares; yet the far greater part preſerve it entire; 
and ſhall we deny them our tribute of fs LE ? Forbid 


| ien and Juſtice 1-5: 5 Ol e . 


5 


The Geaking with contempt of 5 is Jes ian ny call 
ed Negative Virtue, is often the mere rant of an. affected 
philoſophy. To make ſome allowanoè for the condition of 
humanity, were ſurely more modeſt. and candid. Where 
does he live, and what f is his name, who dares. be con- | 
fident, that in any given circumſtance of critical trial, his 
own reſolutions would remain unſhaken? For vice and 5 
immorality, though there may be alleyiations, were gan 
be no excuſe. But yet, on the other hand, ſituated as mor- 
tals are, à moral, or inoffenſive conduct is fairly entitled to I 


- commendation from mortals. Vour ſituation, . my young 


friends, demands much candour from us, and n, cau- : 
tion in Jou. BS 


The ornament of Sobriety, WEL comes next 1 "IP po 
Gdered, is by no means a cheap one. But though! it be pur- 
' chaſed with difficulty, it is loſt with eaſe. To preſerve it, 
will require the unremittedexerciſe of prudence, vigilance, - 
and ſevere circumſpection; or to ſpeak more properly, : 
theſe are parts of this quality, which in effect is of a mixed 
and comprehenſive nature. To deſcribe i it at large, is not 
my deſign. The attempt would lead into a diſcuſſion much 85 
too dry and unintereſting. If poſſible, I would engage your 
attention to truth, and your hearts to goodneſs, in a diffe- 
rent way: by ſentiment, perſuaſion, and the native influence. 
of fraternal counſel, Come then, my fiſters, and hearken | 
toa brother, while he endeavours to ſhow you 'on one | 
ſide thoſe things which you ought principally to ſhun, "Wn; 
order to the maintaining of your POE ; and to paints out ; 
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on the other ſie Station ack muſt eq-operate.. 
for this purpoſe... At preſent we can only undertake the 
formerof theſe points. But before we proceed tothat, let mede- 
: fre you to take notice with whatpropriety the apoſtleꝰ s ideas 
ſeem to tiſe one above another. He begins with that 
which is moſt directly obvious, and the very firſt precauti- 
on te be obſerved, Modeſty of Apparel. Then he mentions 
Shamefacedneſs: which, though ſometimes leſs : apparent, 
yet when obſerved cannot fail of recommending itſelf to 
every eye, and without which deoency of garb is mere af- 
fectation. Shamefacedneſs, as he has ranked it, appears 
like a kind of finer covering, the virgin veil of ' chaſtity to 
to be thrown over all the reſt. But that it may be a 
veoeil in the beſt ſenſe, a holy veil and no maſk, he ſubjoins 
' ;Sobriety. as the more inward habit (ſo to ſpeak]) which 
muſt ſupport and give value to the whole; or, to drop the 
metaphor, as that internal and prevailing character, by 
which every part of a woman's dreſs and demeanour muſt 
ever be regulated. Nou to cultivate hs charakter, it is 
of infinite conſoquence. | 
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"Io the rſt place, to rat Danatrone Connexians. x. 
that be not done, . what is there on earth, or in heaven 
that can ſave you? Of miraculous interpoſition 1 think 
not at preſent. She can have no right to expect it, who 
e herſelf into the broad way of temptation. What 
thoſe dangerous connexions are, it may not be always eaſy 
to explain, when it becomes a queſtion in real life. Un- 
bappily for young women, it is a queſtion ſometimes of ve- 
ry nice deciſion. Caſes there are, in which nothing can be 
dlearer. The man that behaves with open rudeneſs, "bY 
man that avowedly laughs, at virtue, the- man that impu- 
N pleads for vice; ſuch a man is to be ſhunned like a 
rattle-ſnake. In this caſe, 6 The woman that deliberates. 
* is loſt,” What! would you parley with the Selene, 
ben hs. Ae hes, e ? Then you are not non 
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| you 0 i ifally dens kind * you be 5 
poiſoned, if you be loſt ; your folly is Nee 82 e me. 
5 your een IC” . _ 
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Nati in 3 manner none will 8 a 1 1 5 
| alike licentious and imprudent. Of artful men, the ap- 
proaches will be filent and flow : all will be ſoſtinſinuation; 1 
—_ or elſe they will put on a blunt face of ſeeming good hu- , 
mour, the appearance of honeſt frankneſs, drawing you to 
every ſcene of diflipation, with a kind of obliging violence, 
ſhould violence of any kind be neceſſary. If they be alſo 
agreeable in their perſons, or liyely in their converſation; 
above all, if they wear the air of gentlemen, which, un- 
fortunately for your ſex, is too often the caſe : then indeed EE 
your danger is extreme. Thus far the trap is concealed. , 
Yor apprehend nothing; your unfuſpeQing hearts beginn 
to ſlide: they are gone before you are aware. The men 1 
am ſpeaking of perceive their advantage the moment it ap- 
pears. I have ſuppoſed them deſtitute of worth. If they _ 
be alſo unchecked by fear, what can preſerve. you? A 
fenſe of reputation? the dread of ruin? Perhaps they may; Wes 
_ but perhaps not. They have often, no doubt, come in to 
prevent the laſt exceſs. And, but for ſuch reſtraints, what 
would become of many a woman who is not under that beſt 
e, religious principle? The experiment, however, you - | 
will own is hazardous. Multitudes have truſted 11 85 it, ant 
been undone. | 18 e 


But do thoſe, who in e worigb fene are not N Sk 
eſcape, think ye, unhurt; unhurt in their health and fpi- 
rits, in their ſerenity and ſelf-enjoyment, in their ſobriety 
of mind and habits of ſelf . controul? You cannot think it. 1 

. Very ſeldom at leaſt can you ſuppoſe, that, where there ies 
much ſenſibility of temper, an ill placed paſſion ſhall not Oka 
| leave behind it, in a youthful "OT: # ap Ale er, mu 1 
deep 5 . 
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But 190. you win alk, is the ſnare to be eluded, hidden 
| ns it frequently is? Not ſo hidden throughout, as to be in- | 
| _ viſible, unleſs vo will ſhut your eyes. Ts it not your bu 

ſineſs to enquire into the character of the man that profeſſes 
an attachment? Or is the character nothing? Is there no 

N eſſential difference between a man of decency and honour, | 

or who has all along paſſed for ſuch, and a man who is 

| known. to lead an irregular life, or who is ſuſpected, how- 
ever, to be the ſmiling foe of female virtue? May you not 

learn, if you pleaſe, with whom the perſon in queſtion aſ- 
' ſogiates? Or is a man's choice of company nothing? If 
not reſolved to be blind, you may ſurely diſcover whether 
. ſuch A perſon proceeds by little andlittle to take off the vi- 

| for, and appear what he is, by loofe ſentiments, indecent 
advances, an ambiguous ſtyle, an alarming aſſurance, 

4 fooliſh talking, and jeſting which is not convenient.”— 

I bluſh for numbers of your ſex, who not only expreſs no 
diſpleaſure at theſe things, but by a loud laugh, or childiſh 
titter, or fooliſh ſimper, or ſome other indication of alight - - 
ys ſhow real ARG, perhaps high none. 
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1 thike, xo los abominable, I oannot . to 
mention. How common is it to ſee young ladies, who paſs 
for women of reputation, admitting into their company in 
| public places, and with viſible tokens of civility and pleaſure, 
men, whom the moment before they: ſaw herding with 
creatures of infamous name! Graoious Gop, what a de- 
fiance to the laws of piety, prudence, character, deco-, 
rum! What an inſult, i in effect, to every man and woman 
ol virtue in the world! What a palpable encouragement 
to vice and dihonour! What a deſperate attempt to pull 
down, in appearance, and with their own Hands, the only 
| partition that divides them from the molt prbfligate of their 
\ ſex! Between the bold and the abondoned woman there 
| may: ſtill n, notwithſtanding ſuch behaviour, a diſ- 
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"that egos Purity, delia make none. 
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 tinQion i in the world's eye; but weſeruple not 9 dere, 


mw 


| To return Hom: this at jon, 8 it i one, we © will al; 1 
low it poſſible to put caſes wherein no particular rules of diſ- 5 
covery, no determinate modes of judgment, will enable 


a young woman, by her on unaſſiſted ſkill, to diſcern the 


_ dangers that lie in her way. But can a young woman be 


juſtiy excuſed, or can ſhe fairly excuſe herſelf, if, where all 
is at ſtake, ſhecall not in the Joint aid of wiſe tl 


friendly counſel, and grave experience, together with - 
prayers for Go p. 8 proteQion more than ordinarily fervent. 


* * 


But methinks, I hear n of you. "uſt; with an air of 
earneſt curioſity, Do not reformed libertines then make the 
beft huſbands ? I am ſorry for the queſtion. I am doubly 
forry, whenever it is ſtarted by a Virtuous Woman. 1 
will not wound the car of modeſty by drawing' minutely the 
character of a libertine: but give me leave to anſwer 


your enquiry, by aſking a queſtion or two in my turn. In 


the firſt place, we will ſuppoſe ſuch a one really reformed, 
fo far as to treat the woman he marries with eſteem a 
fidelity ; and that he gives up for ever his old companions, 


at leaſt as to any choſen intimacy, or preference of their 
company to hers. We grant it poſſible ; we rejoice 


when it happens. It is certainly: the beſt atonement that 
can be made for his former conduct. But now Tet me 


aſk you, or rather let me deſire you to at your own. > 


hearts, without any regard to the opinions of the world, 


which is moſt defirable on the ſcore of ſentiment, on the 


ſcore of that reſpe& which you owe to yourſelyes, to your 


friends, to your ſex, to order, reQitude, and honour ; the 5 
pure unexhauſted affection of a man who has not by 2; * 
intemperance and debauchery corrupted his principles, in- 
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| Paired his conſtitution, enſlaved himſelf to appetite, ſub: 55 | 


mitted to ſhare wita the vileſt and loweſt of mankind, de - 


Kent” 


-v 


af | 


8. W. 5 a Female vl. „ 


I mercenary Spiel of harlots, contributed to emboſden 


ſcandal and miſery. more hopeleſs; who never laid ſnares 
for beauty, never betrayed the innocence that trafted him, 


never abandoned any fond creature to want and deſpair, : 
never. kurt the reputation of a woman, never diſturbed my 


: 5 the peace of Families, or defied the laws of his country, 
or ſet at nonght the prohibition of his God j—which, 


'F ſay,” is molt defirable, the affeQtion of ſuch a man, or 


t of him who has probably done all this, who has 
| certainly done a great part of it, who has nothing now to 
offer you, but the ſhattered: remains of his health, and of 
his heart? How any of you may feel on this ſubject, 1 
cannot ſay. But if, judging as a man, I believed, what 
have often heard, that the generality of women would 
2 prefer the latter, I know not _w_— 0 that could fink 
them: ſo wo in wy greet Tk, 


That he 5 0 ba TR firnorip a Dake may after al bree 
a a very. tolerable huſband, as thewprldgoes, I haveſaid already 
| that I do not diſpute. But F would aſk; 1 in the next place, 
is this common 


habit to return to his old ways; or thit inſatiable love 5 

variety, which he has indulged ſo freely, will ſome time 
or other lead him aſtray from the fineſt woman in the 
- world? - Will not the very idea of a reſtraint, which he 


could never brook while ſingle, make him only the more 


impatient of it when married? Will he have the better 
5 opinion of his wife's virtue chat he has converſed chiefly 


with women who had none, and with men with whom it 
was a favourite ſyſtem, that the ſex are all alike? ” But i it is 


a painful topic. Let the women Who are ſo connected 


make the beſt of their condition; and let us go on to ſome- 
thing elſe. If you, my honoured 5 80 would preſerus 2 


ES, your My 1 would warn hen OR Re FS. | 


. guilt, to harden' vice, to render the retreat from 2 life of * 


ly to be expected? Is there no danger 
that ſuch a man will be tempted by the power of long 
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fo the Neeb place, aint; a | Diffipated Life ; into which 
many, who l verily believe have no ill intentions, are un- 


Happily den by one engagement or another. Youth, pright- 
line ſs, the love of ſociety, the love of ſhining, (the laſt par- 


particulary ſtrong in minds were imagination predominates) 
joined with a taſte for amuſement, which the circumſcribed © 


fituation of the ſex ſerves perhaps only to inereaſe 5 


all theſe put together lead them very readily into ſuch a a 
track; moſteſpecially if their education has lain in that line, 
or if their connexions, whether natural. or accidental, have 
concured to ſtrengthen the bias. But how innocent ſoever 
it may be in the firſt inſtance, who does not know, that in 
Its after e it is often to the 1 5 1 ne * 


e it not andiſefly brave an e of horns 1 


1 6 F | C _ o, Pendle nue 5 8 ; 8. w. | 


ſuch a propenſity to ſhow, as, rather than not be grati- 


fed, ſhall balk the moſt important duties, and court the 


moſt i improper company ? Does i it not tend directly to ex- ; 


| pence and profuſion ?- Does it not- unavoidably cheriſh the 


paſſion for idleneſs and ſauntering, ſo/inconſiſtent with every | 
thing ſolid, uſeful and improving? Not to fpeak-now of 


the prejudice done by it to the health and conſtitution: is ſuck 


Aa temper, and ſuch a conduct, agreeable to the great rules ; 5 
of moderation? Will that mind be accquainted with wif- 
dom, which is averſe to thought? Will ſelf-government 


be her ſtudy, who, flies from ſelſ. inſpection? Can Religion 
or Virtue hope to make any laſting impreſſion on a ſpirit, 


that by perpetual agitation is wrought up into mere froth 7+ - 
hat imaginable folly is there that may not find its way 


into a heart, like the garden of the ſluggard, thrown open to 
every incurſion? If your morning rde ſpent in rambling 
and drefling, your evenings in viſits and cards, or public 
entertainments; if this be the general tenour of your tranſ- 
actions, on which ſide, I befeech you, oan the balance. 
e be at the NOT the account 5 e 
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But chat 1 is not your care. * What have the 


© young and the gay to do, but to divert themſelves * . 


deed ? ? Were you ſent then into this world for no 


b other purpoſe? . Do you deſign to apply to nothing 
| ferious? © Ves, certainly, when we are ſettled, and have 


| 8 families. But pray, tell me: To act your parts pro- 


= perly then, is there no preparation neceſſary now ? Is ro- 


ving about continually, the way to grow either fond; of 


domeſtic employments, or fit for them? Will neglecting ? 


the leſſer affairs committed to you at preſent, aig or 
5 qualify you for nne of e hereafter oF 


But have we not often ſeen young women, that were 


| thoughtleſs ani profuſe, turn out very prudent and cecono- 


mical wives? We have; and what then? Would, you 
build a ſyſtem of action on events ſo precarious and unlike- 
ly ? Becauſe by the force of genius, or a felicity of cir= _ 


cumſtances, boys who were good for little er nothing at 


ſchool, have not unfrequently, in proceſs of time, ſhot up 


into men of ability or ſpirit, would you thence infer that 


| youth may fafely trifle away. their early years? 


But is it certain, af all, that! you are to A your 
ſtate, as well as your character? Will the train of life we 
are conſidering recommend you much to young men? 1 


| © have converſed with "many of them on, this ſubject. Shell 
I tell you their opinions ? ? Some, I find, would like 2 


ſprightly companion in marriage, but none a diſſipated one, 
and all of them, to a man, dread a woman of expence. I _ 


| fay not, that it is right in this caſe to count the coſt too 
nioely; but men that are not very violent lovers, or very 
great fools, will not overlook it. Our ſex of late years. 
| have been by many thought more backward than formerly 
to enter into the holy bands of wedlock; and whe 1 Kine 
at has bem STO as a Principal cauſe. he 
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1 is too. common, 1 | confeſs, to hear thoſe who have. 
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been addidded to vagrant Rn n 
plead the ſmallneſs of their fortunes as an excuſe for not mar- 


trying; when, if they connected themſelves with women of : 
_ ſobriety and diſcretion, | it is perhaps demonſtrable that they 
would live cheaper. But what, ſay they, if, hoping to 


find a help mate, we ſhould wed our ruin? I anſwer them, 


Chooſe the better. Shall I; give you their reply? © The - 
ladies of the preſent age are : fo immoderately expenſive 85 


* 


: —You Ry Ble thereſt.” 
Ee PHD only: ſuck Men aids ie tk es 8 


Tbere are of a different character not a few, who, ſtrongly 


attached to the worthier part of the ſex, wiſh for nothing 
ſo much as an honourable connexion with them, but are 


| reſtrained by the very conſideration in queſtion. - We | | | 
would willingly convince them, that they. carry it too far. 22 


They appeal to facts, and perſiſt in the argument. We 


arc weary of the diſpute. It is inconceivable What frivo- . 
lous articles of parade are inſiſted on by ſome women, of 
whom better things might be expected. But rivalſhip in 
ſhow is the ruling paſſion of the times; and how much i 3 


of nouriſhed op tpation|.; Me es Os 


— 


W 7 
4 1 » * 1 . 


1 cannot leave this point without obſerving, that one 
of the worſt conſequences attending ſuch a courſe is its 


"throwing many young ladies into the company of women 
- who with the general reputation of virtue, or under the 


— 


particular ſhelter of matrimony, are often the very quin- | 
teſſence of vice; a ſet of ſmooth. pernicious tempters, like 
Satan to Eve, winding themſelves by flattery into tlie hearts 
of thoſe her heedleſs daughters, deſcanting on their beauty, 5 
perfections, proſpects, and I know not what; firſt exci- 
ting, and then gratifying their youthful. curioſity, with. 
ſuch ſugg ügg geſtions, and ſuch tales, as ſet their fancies all on 
fre; by which any little ſtructure of modeſty, that Nature N 
and Education 2 hure raiſed, is conſumed in a moment. 
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Which contribute moſt to their fall from innocence, thoſe 
ſhe ſerpents, or the male ones mentioned before, I will 
not determine; but remember 1 have warned you n | 
baths: 5 no de 


Permit me FEATS on this Wy ion, juſt to remind 
you of poor Dinah. Secure as you may think yourſelves, 
none of vou, I ſuppoſe, have been trained more virtuouſly 

than it is probable ſhe was under the eye of a pious father. 
But, alas! the ſpirit of wandering ſeized her. She 
&© went forth to ſee the daughters of the land.” She met a 
betrayer, and loſt her honour. But I proceed, | 


In the third place, to caution you againſt that fatal poĩ- 
fon to virtue. which is conveyed by Profligate and by Im- 
prophys Books. 


* 


When entertainment is made the vehicle-of inftruQtion 
nothing ſurely can be more harmleſs, agreeable, or uſeful. 
To prohibit young minds the peruſal of any writings, where 
Wiſdom addreſſes the affections in the language of the ima- 
gination, may be ſometimes well meant, but muſt be 
always injudicious. Some ſuch writings undoubtedly there 
are; the offspring of real genius enlightened by knowledge 
of the world, and prompted, it is to be we by zeal for 
the 1 pee of N 


Happy indeed, beyond the vulgar . une 
and highly to be praiſed, is he who, to fine ſenſibilities 
and a lively fancy ſuperadding clear and comprehenſive 
views of men and manners, writes to the heart with ſim- 
plicity and chaſteneſs, through a ſeries of adventures, well 
conducted, and relating chiefly to ſcenes in ordinary life; 
where the ſolid joys of Virtue, and her ſacred? ſorrows, 

are ſtrongly contraſted with the hollowneſs and the horrors 
of vice; where, by little unexpected yet natural incidents 
of the tender and n. kind, ſo Ne fitted to 
F | tough 
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rous ſentiments awakened; where, to 
1 no more, diſtreſs occaſioned often by indiſeretions, 


ant lehne are impreſſed, 


conſiſtent with many degrees of worth, yet clouding it 


for the time, is worked up into a ſtorm, ſuch as to call 
forth the principles of fortitude and wiſdom, confirming 


and brightening them by that exertion; till at length the 


: burlting tempeſt is totally, or in a great meaſure diſpelled, 
ſo that the hitherto fuſpended and agitated reader is either 
relieved entirely, and delighted even to tranſport, or has 

leſt upon his mind at the concluſion a mixture of virtuous 


ſadneſs, which ſerves to faſten the moral EM and to 


enn an unuſual ſobriety i in all his pawns. 


Among Wh few works of this kind which I —— ke 
I cannot but look on thoſe of Mr. Richardſon as well enti- 
led to the firſt rank; an author, of whom an indiſputable 
| N judge has with equal truth and energy pronounced, that 


ehe taught the paſſions to move at the command of rea- 
* ſon: I will venture to add, an author, to whom your 


ſex are under ſingular obligations ſor his uncommon atten- 
tion to their beſt intereſts; but particularly for preſenting 
in à character ſuſtained throughout with inexpreſſible 
pathos and delicacy, the moſt exalted ſtandard of female 
excellenoe that was ever held up to their imitation, 1 would 
be underſtood to except that. part of Clarifſa's-condutt, 


which the author meant t6 exhibit as exceptionable. Set- 


ting this aſide, we find in her character a beauty, a fweet- 


neſs, an artleſſneſs——— what ſhall 1 ſay more? 


& ſanQity of ſentiment wo manner, which, I own for my 


part, I have never ſeen equalled in any book of that ſort; 
yet ſuch, at the ſame time, as appears no way ee 


ee for any woman who i is neee ee ff 


| | Beſide the beautif ul ene of that 88 ben; , 
5 ene me to be e. . of Novel, 
that 
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| that you can FT with 8 ad yet Dag 3 you can | 


read with advantage —W hat ſhall we ſay. of certain books, 


which we are aſſured (for we have not read them) are in 
their nature ſo ſhameful, in their tendency ſo peſtiferous, 
and contain ſuch rank treaſon againſt the royalty of Virtue, 


ſuch horrible violation of all decorum, that ſnhe who can 


bear to peruſe them muſt in her ſoul be a proſtitute, let 
her reputation in life be what it will. But can it be true 


ſay, ye chaſte ſtars, that with innumerable eyes inſpect 
the midnight behaviour of mortals can it be true, that 


any young woman, pretending to decericy, ſhould endure. 
for a moment to look on ” infernal. brood of en and 


lewdneſs ? 


1 a we. a thoſe cis ods "hte; 0 5 


an effrontery which defies the laws of God and men, carry 


on their very forehead the mark of the beaſt. We conſider 


the general run of Novels as utterly unfit for you. Inftruc- 


tion they convey. none. They paint ſcenes of pleaſure 
and paſſion altogether improper for you to behold, even 
with the mind's eye. Their deſcriptions are often looſe 
and luſcious in a high degree; their repreſentations of love 
between the ſexes are almoſt univerſally overſtrained. All 


is dotage, or deſpair; or elſe ranting ſwelled into burleſque. 
In ſhort, the majority of their lovers are either mere luna- 


| ties, or mock- heroes. A ſweet ſenſibility, a charming 


tenderneſs, a delightful anguifh, exalted generoſity, heroic 


| worth, and refinement of thought 5 how ſel dom 10 theſe : 
beſt ingredients of virtuous love mixed with any judgment 


or care in the e of their bogs ene wy . 
In the Old N the paſſion appeared: jeu 41 its- 


enthuſiaſm. But then it was the enthuſiaſm of honour; | 


for love and honour were there the ſame. - The men were 


ſincere, magnanimous, and noble; the women were pat- 
terns of n dignity, and affection. They were 
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only to be won by real heroes; and this title was founded 
in protecting, not in betraying, the- ſex. The proper 
merit with them conſiſted in the diſplay of diſintereſted good- 
neſs, undaunted fortitude, and unalterable fidelity. The 
turn of thoſe books was influenced by the genius of the 


times in which they were compoſed; as that, on the other 


hand was nouriſhed by them. The characters they drew 


were, no doubt, often heightened beyond nature; and 3 


the incidents they related, it is certain, were commonly 


blended with the moſt ridiculous extravagance.” At preſent, | 
| however, I believe they may be read with perfect ſafety, 


if indeed there be any who chooſe to look into aan] 


The times in which we Hoi are in no danger of adopt- 


ing a ſyſtem of romantic virtue. The parents of the pre- 


ſent generation, what with ſelling their ſons and daughters 
in marriage, and what with teaching them by every poſſi- 
ble means the glorious principles of Avarice, have con- 
trived pretty effectually to bring down from its former 
flights that idle, youthful, unprofitable paſſion, which has 


for its object perſonal attractions, in preference to all the 
wealth of the world. With the ſucceſsful endeavours of 


thoſe profoundly politic parents, the levity of diſſipation, 
the vanity of parade, and the fury of gaming, now ſo 
prevalent, have concurred to cure completely in the faſhi- 
onable of both ſexes any tendency to mutual fondneſs. 5 


What has a nd young W to hn wich thoſe 


vile notions of gallantry, that were connected with 
veneration for female excellence, invincible honour, and 
unſpotted fame? Is it not enough for him, if he intended 
to ſtrike the matrimonial bargain, that by himſelf, or an 


ald cunning father, he can drive a good one, to get poſſeſ- 


ſion of ſome woman, whoſe fortune joined to his own, if 


any he have, ſhall enable him to glitter i in public, and in 
private to gratify other favourite inclinations more freely? 


Provided theſe grand points are gained, in the perſon he 
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a drunken quarrel for a e e . perhaps, 
e e 1 Lorna 


r 


thus rrafficks for to be the partner of his life, wheckcnifies 


her appearance, her underſtanding, or her character? And 


thoſe Fine Ladies who ſeek conqueſt only for ſnow, too 
well inſtructed in the ſuperior conſequence of that, to put 


any value on ſo ſimple a thing as a Heart, merely for its 


own ſake; what elſe have they to mind but ſecuring, by 
what ever arts, ſuch ſettlements as ſhall place them, when 
married, on a level with their companions, or if poſſible * 
above them, in the all-important artieles of gaiety and 
ſplendor ? As to men's hazarding any thing in the defence 
of girls, who may take it into their heads to think of repu- 
tation, delicacy, ſentiment, and other ſuch exploded ideas; 
what can be ſo fooliſh ?—although to hazard their lives in 


* "=. * 


That in ſo te. an age the W 1 the fangs: 


tity of truth, and the majeſty of virtue, - ſhould: paſs for 


knight-errantry, cannot be ſurpriſing z nor is it any won⸗ 


der, that the very beſt things, in the productions laſt men- 


ble, and not much known, I ſhall take the liberty to quote 
part of them. ** I betook me among thoſe lofty fables and 
66 romances, which recount in ſolemn eantos'the deeds of 


tioned, ſhould be no way intereſting to a modern reader, 


whoſe taſte and manners are formed on ſtandards far different. | 
Some, however, may not be diſpleaſed to hear the-opini-' 
on of no leſs a judge than Milton concerning them. It 


ſeems they were one of his early ſtudies, and that on a 
moral account. As his words to this purpoſe are remarka- 


&« knighthood, founded by our victorious kings, and from 
* hence had in renown over all Chriſtendom. There 1 


* read it in the oath of every knight, that he ſhould de- 
« fend, to the expence of his blood, or of his life, if it ſo 


te befell him, the honour and chaſtity of virgin or matron. 


& From whence, even then, I learnt, what a noble virtue 
6 On ſure. wut be, to. 3 of which, ſo many 
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10 worthies by wah a ws adventure of n had 
e ſworn. And if | found in the ſtory afterwards, any of 
of them by word or deed breaking that oath, I judged it 
« the ſame fault of the poet, as that which is attributed to 
<« Homer, to have written undecent things of the Gods. 
0 Only this my mind gave me, that every free and gentle 
_ © ſpirit, without that oath, ought to be born a nana tf 
- - ©-nor needed to expect the gilt ſpur, or the laying of a 
C ſword upon his ſhoulder, to ſtir him up both by his coun - 
. *© ſel and his arm to aw pd er the e re of 3 
Namen _— N e gs 


T 0 come back to he ces of iind which fo many 
young women are apt to doat upon, the offspring of our 
preſent Noveliſts, I mean the greater part: with whom 
we may join the common herd of Play-writers. | Beſide 
the remarks already made on the former, is it not manifeſt 
with reſpe& to both, that ſuch books lead to a falſe taſte 
of life and happineſs ; that they repreſent vices as frailties, 
and frailties as virtues; that they engender notions of love 
unſpeakably perverting and inflammatory; that they over- 
look in a great meaſure the fineſt part of the paſſion, which 
one would ſuſpect the authors had never experienced; that 
they turn it moſt commonly into an affair of wicked or of 
frivolous gallantry; that on many oecaſions they take off 
from the worſt crimes committed in the proſecution of i it, 
the horror which ought ever to follow them; on ſome o- 
cuaſions actually: reward thoſe very crimes, and almoſt on 

all leave the female readers with this perſuaſion at beſt, that 
it is their buſineſs to get huſbands at any rate, and by 
whatever means? Add to the account, that repentance | 
for the fouleſt i injuries which can be done the ſex, is gene- 

rally repreſented as the pang, or rather the ſtart, of a mo; 

ment; and holy wedlock converted into a ſponge, to wipe 

out at a ſingle ſtroke every ſtain of guilt and diſhonour, | 
| es it was 2252 _ the APIS: the piece to contract | 
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Als this a kin of reading calculated to improve the prin- 
| ciples, or preſerve the Sobriety, of Female minds? Hou 


much are thoſe young women to be pitied, that have no 


wiſe parents or faithful tutors to direct them in relation to 


read! How much are thoſe parents and tutors to be com- 


mended, who with particular folicitude watch over n 


—— 


in ſo1 important a concern! 


[ ecnolude W — 8 that the ſubje& of this , diſcourſy 
has unavoidably ſuggeſted ſome ideas which, had we not 
undertaken to addreſs young women at large, we ſhould 
have certainly ſuppreſſed for the ſake of more modeſt na- 
tures, whom we would not willingly pain, no not for a 


moment. But ſuch we hope will be candid enough to ex- 


cuſe us, if, by throwing out to others what to them would 
have been unneceſſary, we may be happily inſtrumental i in 
reſcuing were it but one af their ſex from the ſla very of 


vice, or defending a ſingle innocent from its ſnares. 
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0. pech ine Sebrieiy . bibel by our pee there 
is required à poſitive diſcipline, as well as the negative 
part already explained. Be not alarmed at the name of 
Diſcipline, In what we ure going to propoſe you will find 
nothing forbidden or harfh. © We do not, you may be- 
lieve, wiſh to ſee you cut off from the friendly intercourſe 
and innocent "delights of ſociety, confined to convents, | 
- as millions of "your ſex moſt nnnaturally are in popiſh eoun- 
tries, and there condemned to the idle yet fatiguing taſk of 
a devotion unreaſonable in many reſpects, unintereſting in 
moſt, feeble for want of temptation, viſionary and dry at | 
the ſame time, The genuine intention of picty was cer- 
tainly to make its diſciples amiable, uſeful, and happy i 
to give ſolidity to every virtue, and grace to every relation 
E human life. Is it poſſible to reflect on the prodigious 


multitudes of women ſhut up in thoſe dens of ſuperſtition, 


without feeling horror at a ſyſtem which, under the gui 


of ſuperior ſanctity, ſacrifices to hopeleſs ſolitude, frequent- 


ly in all the flower of youth and beauty, ſuch ſwarms of 
. helpleſs beings ; ; who, had they remained in the world, 
might have been the ofnament of their own ſex, the delight 
of ours, the mothers of a numerous race, and bleſſings to 
every country where they dwell? 


Of the colours with which this cruel practice is diſguiſed 
by the church of Rome we are not ignorant: and we can 
even eee, chat the ene of art, and the ſoft- 
7 e 


— 


ben e eee 


ardour of a well-meaning though. much miſtaken zeal; 


that all theſe may have the power to reconcile many off 


them to a fate, otherwiſe gloomy beyond expreſſion. 


But what ſhall be ſaid for the ſituation of the reſt; and! 
what can juſtify the flagrant oppoſition of ſuch a ſyſtem to 


the ſacred laws of ſocial duty, and the truly benevolent, 
| Joyful, and active ſpirit. of the religion of Jeſus, as W 


1 eee by. himſelf and his e 3 hilt 


But wh proceed in our r plan. From dangerous oonnee- 
tions, from a diſſipated life, and from books of a corrupt- 


ing tendeney, we attempted to put you upon your guard 


to point out that Society or Converſation, and in ſome 
following ones thoſe Talents or accompliſhments, Which 


will contribute at once to fortiſy you againſt ſuch ſnares, 


if they ſhould fall in your way; to ſubdue any propenſi- 
ties that might expoſe you too raſhly to their influence; 
to ſtrengthen all your virtuous reſolves; and to ſupply in- 
x ee ee of ſolid, ratigngl,.. and daten entertain- 
a e 


add to EEE 8 you, ought with chefs 


0 views to ee, it may be n 


Firſt of all, to fay N concerning 'thoſs | arly 
Friendſhips with one another, that uſually lead you to 
the moſt intimate communications. I take it for Sranted 


there is no young woman who has not, or wiſhes not to + 


have, a companion of her own- ſex, to whom ſhe ma 


unboſom herſelf on every occafion. "That there are wo- 


men capable of friendſhip with women, T cannot for my 


| part, queſtion, in the leaſt, _ T have ſeen indubitable proofs i 


Be 85 and Ly carried as Yar" as ſeemed compatible. with 
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ctior of our common nature. I know it is 
queſtioned by many men; while others believe, that it 


happens exceedingly; ſeldom. Between married and * 
married women, I hope it happens very often. Whether 


it does ſo between thoſe that are ſingle, I confeſs: myſelf a 


| Iittle doubtful. 'The preacher will be probably charged 


with partiality to his own ſex, when he adds, that, ſo- 
far as he has been able to obſerve, young men have ap- 
peared more frequently ſuſceptible of a generous and ſteady 
friendſhip for each other, then females as yet unconnected; 
eſpecially if the latter have had, or been ſuppoſed to have 


8 pretenſionst to beauty nat yet adjuſted by 1 the public. Greg 


>. at 
2 By 


Having profelſed himfelf however, wit (as low: as 


truth will permit him) he really i is, an advocate for the . 
and this being the feature in their character which ſeems 
to him the moſt unfavourable, he is willing to find out 
whether in their frame and condition, compared with 


thoſe of the men, there be any oireumſtances which may 


help towards an apology ; ; «hel me Penn; in a ne 0 


9 | 


The ſtate * matrimony 1 is . to the ag ny 
order, and comfort of ſociety. But it is a ſtate, that 
ſubjects the women to a' great. variety of ſolicitude and _ 


pain. Nothing could carry them through it with any 
_ tolerable ſatisfaction or ſpirit, but very ſtrong and almoſt 


unconquerable attachments. To produce theſe, is it not 


tt they ſhould be peculiarly ſenſible to the attention and 


regards of the men? Upon the ſame ground, does it. not 


feem agreeable to the purpoſes of Providence that the ſecu- 5 


ring of this attention, and theſe regards, ſhould be a prin- 


EN pal aim? But can ſuch an aim be purſued. without frequent 
5 competition? And will not that too readily occaſion jea- 


louſy, envy, and all the unamiable effects of mutual rival- 


3 1 * without Wo Rene of . worth | 


* 5 Þ 


* 8 | 


a ſentiment. | But can theſe be ordinarily Aeg from 
the prevailing turn of female education, or from the little 
pains that women, as well as other human beings, Com». ; 
| monly take to controul themſelves, and to a& nobly ? In 
this laſt reſpeQ, the ſexes appear pretty much on the ſame 
2 footing: in others, it is manifeſt that the nature and ſitua- 
tion of the men are very different. Their conſtitution of - | 
mind, no-leſs than of body, is for the moſt part hardy and 
rough. By means of both, by the demands of life, als 
by the impulſe of paſſion, they are engaged in a vaſt diver- 
ſity of purſuits, frum which your ſex are precluded. by de- ; 
corum, by ſoftneſs, and by fear. This diverſity of daily 
purſuits, joined with the multiplicity of female objects, 
that freer modes of living preſent to their imagination, and 
the power they have of unlimited choice whenever they 
are diſpoſed to make it (a power which Nature probably, 
and Cuſtom certainly, have denied to the others); ; all this 


put together, muſt in the caſe of « our ſex, be productive 
pf every different effects. ; 
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Do l mean n by this reaſoning to juſtify in yours th indul. 
gence of thoſe little, and, I muſt needs ſay, in many in 
ſtances, baſe paſſions towards one another, with which 
they have been ſo generally charged i ? God ſorbid. 1 only 
mean to repreſent ſuch paſſions in the firſt approach, and 
while not entertained, as leſs criminal than the men are apt 
to ſtate them; and to- prove, that, in their attachment 

to each other, the latter have not always that merit above 
the poor women, which they are apt to claim. In the 
mean time it will be your buſineſs, by emulating them 
where they appear good-natured. and diſintereſted, to dif- 


; prove their imputation, and to ſhew A temper open 10 f 
e as well as to Lee 
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honour. Friendſhip, they well know, is that ee 
form, which in ſpeculation at leaſt every heart muſt re- 
verence. But in friendſhip, as in religion, which in ma- 


the place of practice. People fancy themſelves poſſeſſed 


of the. thing, and hope that others will fancy ſo too, 
becauſe they are fond of the name, and have learnt to 


advantage, obtained by ſuch frigidity, can compenſate 
the want of thoſe warm effuſions of the heart into the bo- 


' ous, but not ſevere; wiſe and chearful at the ſame time! 
_ tenderly ?. Ik to excellence, as well as happineſs, there bo 


friendikup. with the great Almighty, it is this. 


—— 8 f 


ny reſpects it reſembles, ſpeculation is often ſubſtituted in 


talk about it with plauſibility. Such talk indeed impoſes, 
till experienge gives it the lie. ha 1 


To ſay the truth, there ſeems in Alber ſex but little of 

what a fond imagination, unacquainted with the falſhood 
of the world, and warmed by affections which its ſelfiſhneſs _ 
has not yet ohilled, would reckon Friendſhip. In theory 
the ſtandard is raiſed tos high; yet, methinks, I would 
not have it ſet much lower. I would not, on any account. 
have the honeſt ſenſibility of ingenuous nature checked by 
the over-cautious documents of political prudence. No 


ſom of a friend, which are doubtleſs among the moſt ex- 
quiſite pleaſures; at the ſame time that it muſt be owned, 
they often, by the inevitable lot of humanity, make way 
for the bittereſt pains which the breaſt can ene, 
Happy beyond the common condition of her ſex is ſhe, 
who has found a Friend indeed; open-hearted, yet diſ- 
creet; generouſiy fervent, yet ſteady ; thoroughly virtu- 


Can ſuch a friend be loved too much, or cheriſhed. too: 


any one way more compendious than another, next to 


But whes- a mixture of minds ſo beautiful and ſo bleſſed 
takes place, i it ts generally, if not always, the reſult of early 
n caſual intercourſe, ſecret 1y 'mpathy, inexpli- 

| cable 


% 
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cable Attention; or elſe a combination of ſuch cauſes as are 


not to be brought together by management or deſign. This 


noble plant may be cultivated ; but it muſt grow ſpontane« 
| ouſly. I can only therefore wiſh to each of you, beloved, 
the felicity of finding ſuch a friend; and, 2 m | 


2 het, the wiſdom to ule her well. 


For the more | general commerce | of weil life; a few 
advices may not be improper. That, like the ordinary 
duties of religion, may be directed with tolerable advantage 
by human precepts. The harmonies of holy friendſhip, 


rr En OE OO 
ati road 9 y : — ef | EE en enno ee. 5 r 2 — 5 l y Ke : : ” 


like the ſublimer contemplations of the Divinity, muſt de- . 1 


pend more immediately on that hand, which can alone 
attune the finer movements, and exalt the . re ene 
of the ſoul. e ee | | 


| hs the 8 hg; to bet he my. term. the common 
tenor of your company; which, for the ſake of our ſubject, 
we muſt ſuppoſe left in ſome meaſure to your own choice. 
That it ought to. be ſuch as ſhall not corrupt your good. 
manners, is a principle. already eſtabliſhed. It will be 
likewiſe underſtood that, in the ſociety you chooſe to fre- 


quent, you will ſeek for that ſtyle of virtue which is moſt 
adapted to the turn of your own minds. But this laſt pro- 


* 


penſity ſhould not, 1 en, be Os too . 1 


will erpfain el OG 7 


The more intimate meckprecaticnt of a cloſe friendſhip 


are now, as you know, out of the queſtion. - That at your 


time of life you ſhould be particularly fond of ſprightly 
converſation, where all is enlivened and joyful, and where 


Wiſdom, when allowed to enter, puts on her gayeſt garb, 


is perfectly natural. To adviſe you againſt it were as 
weak, as it would be unfriendly. Such ſprightlineſs and 
freedom, when ſupported by ſenſe, and chaſtened by decen- i 
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me delightful. Dulneſs and inſipidity, moroſeneſs and 
rigour, are dead weights on every kind of ſocial intercourſe ; 
nor will I conceal it from you that I wiſh, as much as any 
of you can do, to make my eſcape from them on all occa- 
ſions. But tell me, my lively friends, when the heart 
overflows with gaiety, is there no danger of its n 
the proper bounds ? Is not extreme vivacity a near borderet 
on folly? To prevent its breaking looſe, and throwing 
itſelf into very ſerious inconveniencies, into a very hurt- 
ful conduct, will ſurely require the check of ſelf-command. . 
But how is that to be attained? By aſſociating only with 
the fanciful, the vivacious, ' or the witty? Is hazard to 
be ſhunned by ruſhing into the field of battle? Or, to re- 
_ preſent things at the beſt, is familiarity with Wiſdom to be 
conti acted moſt readily, where Wiſdom appears moſt ſel- 
dom? Would ye form habits of ſobriety, a ſpirit of ſe- 
dateneſs, no way inconſiſtent with innocent mirth, you 
muſt frequently reſort to the company of the ſober and the 
| ſedate. But will not theſe be chiefly found among ſuch 
as are farther advanced in years than yourſelves? Should 
not you be ambitious of profiting by their experience and 
knowledge? And will not a reſpe& for ſuperior age, 
when poſſeſſed of ſuperior diſcretion, often prove a ſeaſon- 
able reſtraint on the wildneſs of more youthful fallies ? 
He that walketh with wiſe men ſhall be wiſe,” ſaid the 
wiſeſt of mortals. Is not the maxim equally * 
women? „ 


. 
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Win you give me lekve on this Gesees 60 menticn 
what is much to the honour of our ſex, that all the moſt 
ſenſible and worthy of yours, have ever profeſſed a par- 
ticular reliſh for the converſation of men of ſeriſe and worth. 

Such men, I preſume, are attached to the ſociety of ſuch 
women beyond every thing elſe in the world. And when 
circumſtances favour, this mutual tendency cannot fail 
to be a rich ſource of mutual improvement. Was not 

ſuch reciprocal aid a great part of Nature's intention 


in 
— p f C \ S 4 
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tal difference of ſex, which ſhe 


in that mental and mor 
has marked by characters no leſs eee than 
a that diverlity we en forme? 


To N thi FAME of an Is Writer; who bs 
: Gudicd the human heart with ſucceſs: © We believe that 
44 jt is proper for perſons of the ſame age, of the ſame ſex, 
« of ſimilar diſpoſitions and purſuits, to aſſociate together. 
But here we ſeem be deceived by words. If we con- 
& ſult nature and common ſenſe, we ſhall find, that the 
« true propriety and harmony of ſocial life depends upon 
ec the connection of people of different diſpoſitions and cha- 
© raQters judiciouſly blended together. Nature hath made 
e no individual, nor no claſs of people, independent of 
© the reſt of their ſpecies, or ſufficient for their own hap- 
5* pineſs. Each ſex, each character, each period of life, 
e have their ſeveral advantages and diſadvantages; and that 
<« union is the happieſt and moſt proper, where wants are 
© mutually ſupplied. The fair ſex ſhould naturally expect to 
es gain from our converſation, knowledge, wiſdom, and ſe- 
e dateneſs and they ſhould give us in exchange humanity, 
« politeneſs, chearfulneſs, taſte, and ſentiment.” He adds, 
<< The levity, the raſhneſs, and folly of early life, are tem- 
c pered with the gravity, the caution, and the wiſdom of 
40 age; while the timidity, coldneſs of heart, and languor 
incident to declining years, are ſupported and aſſiſted by 


cc the courage, the warmth, and the 9 of youth,” . 


The converf: ation of people duct than yourſelyes will 
be often accompanied with leſs joy at the moment; but 
afterwards it will make abundant compenſation. It will 
produce more recollection: and be aſſured, my ſiſters, 
thoſe ate the trueſt pleaſures which ate taſted by a mind 
compoſed and ſerious. _ In that ſituation, every thing is 
felt more ſtrongly. A diſſipated ſpirit is too ſuperficial 
to be capable of ads or e delight. Beſides, as 
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5 bas been already hinted, the experience and makes of 
more years will enlarge your underſtandings, at the ſame - 
time that they will repreſs your vanity and preſumption; 
While the ſportiveneſs peculiar to youth will, on your 
part, enliven the ſeriouſneſs of age. And if ous whom 
you thus reſpectfully cultivate, have any g good nature, 
they will certainly treat you with olga for- 
| bearance. I ſaid Good Nature, for whatever excludes 
that, is ſure to loſe all the nos as well as ans ow 
TO; | | | 


'On this 3 1 al particularly ee to 
you the company of thoſe, whoſe piety is of the moſt chear- 
ful and moſt charitable ſtrain. They are ſtrangers to hu- 
man nature, who would affright the young by che frown 
of auſterity. True religiomever was, and ever will be, of 

the friendly kind. It is not zeal, but bigotry, that refuſes 
to make allowance for juvenile ſpirits and gayer tempers. 
Could the old be convinced by us, there is nothing we 
ſhould beat greater pains to impreſs upon them than this, 
That as chearfulneſs is the moſt natural effect of real good- - 
neſs, it 1s alſo its moſt powerful recommendation, Wiſ⸗ 
dom i is never ſo attractive as | when: tho ſmiles. 25 


But Wn not, 28 dear hos, conceive an e 
opinion of that venerable form, if in the virtue of your mo- 
thers and aunts you ſhould happen to find a defect of good 
humour. Conſider the conſequences of declining health, 
diſagreeable accidents, the death of their beſt friends, fre- 
quent inactivity, and depreſſion after a life of action and en- 
joyment. If you can look forward ſo far as a few years at 
moſt, it will be right for you to think what you may pro- 
| bably feel at their age. And pray remember, that if you 
require and expect allowances to be made for ſtarts of ill: hu- 

mour in yourſelves, at a ſeaſon when all ſhould. be natural · 
by ſoft and beten it is but fair at leaſt that you ſhould ex- 
; . cuſe 
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euſe the ſame in thoſe who,” not to inſiſtnow on their other 


_* 


claims, are objects ade ſympathy, as being invaded 
" haste ee! "we * + EO 


* — 
» 


upon them from theſe circumſtances : and to remind them, 
that in ſuch as have ſurvived the lively taſte of delight them- 
ſelves, there is nothing ſo noble or pleaſing, as not to diſ- 


courage others who till retain it, but on the contrary to 


ſhow a generous ſatisfaCtion in ſeeing and making young 
people happy. Ah! my reſpected friends, why would you 
ever forfeit this -higheſt honour of an excellent temper ? 


Why wonld you ever render your company forbidding, or 


aſſiſt in the ravage which Nature is unavoidably making on, 
your attractions? Why rob Religion of that engaging ap- 
pearanee, which is not only her native appearance, but ſo 
peculiarly neceſſary to promote her intereſt with unexperi- 
enced minds, in oppoſition to the wiles of her laughing 
rival? 


by this conduct to the beſt of cauſes. 


The 1 will Jade of piety by its Wan The. 


proceeding is often unfair; becauſe they are often unlike 


that which they profeſs. But there is -no poſſibility of 
preventing it. The young have heard religion repreſented 
as an enemy to joy and affability. Nothing can be more 


; unjuſt, Inſtead therefore of confirming thoſe prejudices, it 


becomes you to confute them by the only argument that 


will thoroughly convince, the chearfulneſs of your dif- 


courſe, and the mildneſs of your demeanour. In this way 
you may hope to do great good. When Wiſdom ĩs thus 
„ juſtified of her children,” they who are yet ſtrangers to 
her will be induced to venerate an authority that appears ſo 


condeſcending, and to ſtudy precepts that are productive of 
ſuch happineſs. Bat to return to my 70mg bearers, al- 
low mes 


: Go W 1 


1 onpnihs however; omit to caution them init giving 
way too eaſily to that peeviſhneſs, which is apt to grow 


You will hardly believe how much harm is done | 
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82 On Female Virtue, Friendſbip and Converſation. S. V. 
In the third place, to offer you a few hints on the ſpirit | 


and manner, in which I conceive your Converſation 
ſhould be conducted. And now perhaps you imagine we 
want to preclude every degree of that which paſſes under 
the name of Trifling. You are miſtaken. We do not 
expect that women ſhould always utter grave ſentences, 
nor men neither. 
_ mankind. 
firſt rank; nor if it could, do I know that it would be de- 

ſirable. I am even inclined to believe, that they who un- 
derſtand the art of what has been termed Trifling agreeably, 
have gained a very conſiderable point. The frailty of hu- 
man nature, and the infelicity of human life, require to 
be relieved and ſoothed. There are many occaſions, on 


which this is not to be done by ſage admonitions, or ſo- 


lemn reflexions. Theſe, to well diſpoſed minds, are often 


highly ſolacing; but to dwell on them always, were to 


ſtrain the machine beyond its powers. Beſides, in fact, 
a ſeaſonable diverſion to anxiety, a temporary forgetfulneſs 


of grief, is frequently a far better method to remove it, 


than any direct application or laboured remedy. To 


change the metaphor; when the road proves rugged, or 


is in danger of growing tedious, one ſucceſsful method of 
beguiling it is for the travellers to chear and amuſe one ano- 


ther by the play of fancy and the facetiouſneſs of mirth. 
But then the end of the journey . muſt not be forgotten. 


Becauſe we are weak there is no reaſon why we ſhould be 
filly. The brow of care may ſurely be ſmoothed without 
converting it into the laugh of folly. 


temper requiſite in immortal beings. - To reconcile theſe 


two things, and to blend them happily ſeems the proper 
ſeience of creatures on their progreſs through time to eter- 


nity. From you, my gentle friends, we look. for every 
thing that, next to the diviner influence of religion, can 


ſoften the incquality, and animate e the dulneſs * the pA 


ther. It were inconſiſtent with the ſtate of 
It cannot be expected from philoſophers of the 


While we indulge 
the recreation neceſſary for mortals, let us maintain the 
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8. v. On Female Virtue, Friendſhip and Converſation. 83 


We wiſh toſee you often ſmile ; but we would not have 
Fou ſmile always, if it were poſſible. There are many 
' ſcenes that demand a grave deportment; there are not few 

that call for a mournſul one. She that cannot diſtinguiſh 


between laughter and happineſs, never knew what the _ 
ter means. She that cannot . weep with them that weep,” 


as well as © rejoice with them that rejoice,” is a. ſtranger 
to one of the ſweeteſt ſources of enjoyment, no leſs than to 


one of the nobleſt leſſons of Chriſtianity. Thoſe are the 
happieſt diſpoſitions, whichare the bel. Benevolence is 
the ſupreme perfection of the ever bleſſed Deity. He is in- 


finitely removed from every painful impreſſion. Yet ſerip- 
ture, in the ſtyle of accommodation, aſcribes to him all the 
guiltleſs emotions of humanity : and we know that our Sa- 


vIouR was formerly on earth, and is now in heaven, 
A touched with the feelings of our infirmities,” 1 


With the character of a Chriſtian Woman Aal me- 


thinks, can better correſpond than a propenſity to melt in- 
to affectionate ſorrow.. It becomes alike her religion and 


her ſex. Never, my fair auditory, never do your eyes 
ſhine with a more delightful effulgence, than when ſuffuſed 
with all the trembling ſoftneſs of grief, for virtue in diſtreſs, 
or of ſolicitude, for friendſhip in danger. Believe me, if 
the gaiety of converſation gave place ſomewhat oftener to 


the tender tale of wog, you would not, to ſuch at leaſt of 


your male acquaintance as have hearts, appear at all, the : 
leſs lovely. The ſigh of compaſſion ſtealing from a female 


breaſt on the mention of calamity, would be rather more 
muſical in their ears, than the loud burſts of unmeaning 


laughter, with which they are often entertained. Let me 
add here, that the charms of innocence and ſympathy ap- 
pearing in your diſcourſe, will, to every diſcerning man, 


ſpread around Tu a luſtre which all the jewels i in the Wor 
cannot beſtow. e | 
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The diamond's and the ruby's blaze 
Diſputes the palm with beauty's queen: 
Nor beauty's queen commands ſuch praiſe, - 
' Devoid of virtue if ſhe's ſeen, 
But the Toft tear in Pity's eye | ; 
Outſhines the diamonds brighteſt beams; 
But the ſweet bluſh of Modeſty _ 
More beauteous than the ruby ſeems, 


| If we ſpeak of improvement ; 88 Redeemer, how 


edifying to the ſoul is this generous ſenſibility ! * kt is bet- 


© ter to go to the houſe of mourning, than to the houſe of 


« feaſting ; for that is the end of all men, and the living 
& will lay it to heart. Sorrow is better than laughter: for 
« by the ſadneſs of the countenance, the heart is made bet- 
ter. The heart of the wiſe is in the houſe of mourning; 


cc hut the heart of fools is in the houſe of mirth. As the 


© crackling of thorns under a pot, ſo is the laughter ofthe 
&« fool. This alſo is vanity,” You know who ſaid ſo— 
The man who had ſpent many a day, and many a night, 


in the bower of voluptuouſneſs, far from the cries of miſe- 


ry, and the moans of complaint; who gat him men · 


* ſingers and women-ſingers, and the delights of the ſons. 


of men;” who had, times without number, ſaid in his 
heart, © Go to now, I will prove thee with mirth, there- 


fore enjoy pleaſure ;” who ſought by a prudent uſe of 
wine, to exalt his own ſpirits, and to promote the hilarity 


of thoſe about him; in a word who kept not from his eyes 
whatſoever they deſired, nor with-held his heart from any 
joy. This, I fay, was the man whom experience, as well 
as inſpiration, prompted to give the preference you have 
juſt now heard, There is—yes, there is attendant on vir- 
tuous ſadneſs, a ſenſation, which, in point of indulgence 
and elevation, at once, is ſuperior to all that was ever felt 
by a light mind, in the fluſh of We or amid the tri 
og of wit. 


Fo 


WESLEY o 22727 ⅛ͤ ͤ U:... ß . p ̃ ß LI ER N 
JJ ß SET ee CE OT AER 
J- f : ow * S e 2 3 CL hrs Is EF S WS 

Z . * N ) S 85 n . n * (0X 2 7 * 27 


F 


Woe” 


1 | and TI 


$4 ; JJ VVV 
. BESS Ay r np on df tA 25 01 "+ 2 e 2 
3 Ld \ a 2 . * F ee ADE + 
e at eb os a EE rb 

0 OE LS PING Oe Oe BEET no Ol 
y \ 4 "1; a EO CO OC REIOER Xx 


9 
THe: 

8 

2 q 
2 : 
* 

+ 

7 


"ms 
7 
"ih 
X 

: 
7; 
81 
i: 


5 


s. v. On Female Virtue, Friendſhip and curuenii. 8g 


Having mentioned Wit, let me to proceed to warn you 
againſt the affectation and the abuſe of it. Here our text 
from the Colloſſians comes in with propriety, * Let your 
“Speech be always with Grace, ſeaſoned with Salt.” 


'Theſ: > remarkable words were addreſſed to chriſtians in ge- 


neral, They are conſidered by the beſt commentators, as 
an exhortation to that kind of converſe, which, both for 


matter and manner, ſhall appear moſt graceful, and prove 


moſt acceptable; being tempered by courteouſneſs and 


modeſty, and ſeaſoned with wiſdom” and diſcretion, that, 


like ſalt, will ſerve, at the ſame inftant, to prevent its cor- 


: ruption, and heighten its flavour. How beautiful this pre- 


cept in itſelf ! How uſeful and pleaſing in the practice 


How peculiarly fit to be practiſed by you, my female 


friends, on the turn of whoſe ccnverſation and deportment 
ſo much depends to yourfelves, and all about you! From 
what I have now to offer, it will be found likewiſe to come, 


f 


with advantage, in aid of our leading doctrine; ſince 


there are not perhaps many worſe foes to that Sobriety of 
ſpirit, which we would ſtill inculcate, than the abuſe and 
affectation already mentioned. FO. 


It is not my Aan to gather 5 if [ could, the 1 
ons of flowers that have been ſcattered by innumerable hands 
on this tempting theme; and by which thoſe very hands 


have, in their own caſe, ſhown how difficult it is to reſiſt 


the temptation. I would only obſerve, that the dangerous 


talent in queſtion has been well compared to the dancing of 
a meteor, that blazes, allures, and miſſeads. Moſt cer-. 


tainly it alone can never be a ſteady light: and too proba- 


themſelves to.its guidance, how few has it not betrayed 
into great indiſcretions at leaſt, by inflaming their. thirſt of 
applauſe z. by rendering them little nice in their choice of 


company; by ſeducing them into ſtrokes of ſatire, too of- 
fenſive to the perſons againſt whom they were levelled, not 
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bly it is often a fatal one. Of thoſe who have reſigned 
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86 On Female Virtue, Priendſbip and Converſation. 8. V. 


to be repelled upon the authors with full vengeance; and 


finally, by making them, in conſeguence of that heat 
which produces, and that vanity which foſters it, forgetful 
of thoſe cool and weinen rules chat e to e their 


n N 


A very Co FIC may tins ba endowed ith * 
ment and temper, ſufficient to reſtrain them from indul- 


ging the raſh dexterity of wit,” and to direct it topurpo- 
ſes equally agreeable and beneficial. But one thing is cer- 
tain, that witty men for the moſt part have had few friends, 


though many admirers. Their converſation has been court 


ed, while their abilities have been feared, or their character 


hated, or both. In truth the laſt have ſeldom merited af- 


fection, even when they firſt have excited eſteem. Some- 
times their hearts have been ſo bad, as at length to bring 


their heads into diſgrace. At any rate, the faculty termed 


Wit, is commonly looked upon with a ſuſpicious eye, as 
a two-edged ſword, from which not even the ſacredneſs of 
friendſhip can ſecure. It is eſpecially, I think, dreaded 


in women. In a Mrs. Rowe, Þ dare ſay, it was not. 
To great brilliancy of imagination, that female angel join- 


ed yet greater goodneſs of diſpoſition; and never wrote, 


nor, as I have been told, was ever ſuppoſed to have ſaid, 


in her whole life, an il-natured, or even an indelicate thing. 
Of ſuch a woman, with all her talents, none could be 
afraid. In her company, it muſt have been impoſſible not 


to feel reſpect; but then it would be hke that, which the 


pious man entertains for a miniſtring ſpirit from heaven, a 
reſpect full of confidence and j joy. If aught on earth can 


preſent the image of celeſtial excellence in its ſofteſt array, 
it is ſurely an Accompliſhed Woman, in whom purity and 


meekneſs, intelligence and modeſty, mingle their charms. 


But when I ſpeak on this fubject, need I tell you, that men 
of the beſt ſenſe have been uſually averſe to the e thought oY 


marrying a witty female? 
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3 am apt to believe that many of them acted on different mo- 


. Indeed we grow fonder, in whatever condition, as we ad- 


in the company of a critic ; and almoſt every wit is a critic | 


brandiſhings of wit in the hands of ill nature, of imperious 


ſonable companion. He has found a perpetual ſatiriſt, or 


and that of his friends, and for the poor lady herſelf; left, 


good underſtanding, will ever be the chief recommendati- 


8. v. On Female Virtue, moda. and oel. 8 * 


Vou will probably tell me, they were afraid of being 
outſhone; and ſome of them perhaps might be ſo. But I 


tives. Men who underſtand the ſcience of domeſtic bap- 
pineſs, know that its very firſt principle is eaſe. Of that, 


vance in life, and as the heat of youth abates. But we can- 
not be eaſy, where we are not ſafe. We are never ſafe 


J % One OP een 8 * e n 


P 


by profeſſion, In ſuch company we are not at liberty to 
unbend ourſelves. All muſt be the ſtraining of ſtudy, or 
the anxiety of apprehenſion: how painful! Where the 
heart may not expand and open itſelf with freedom, fare- 
well to real friendſhip, farewell to convivial delight! But 
to ſuffer this reſtraint at home, what miſery! From the 


paſſion, or of unbounded vanity, who would not flee? But 
when that weapon is pointed at a huſband, is it tobe won- 
dered if from his own houſe he takes ſhelter in the tavern? 
He ſought a ſoft friend; be expected to be happy in a rea- 


r e ee 


a ſelf-ſufficient prattler. How have I pitied ſuch a man, 
when I have ſeen himin continual fear on his own account, 


in the run of her diſcourſe, ſhe ſhould be guilty of ſome pe- 
tulance, or ſome indiſcretion, that would expoſe her, and | 
hurt them all i But take the matter at the beſt; there is. 

ſtill all the difference in the world between the entertainer 79 
of an evening, and a partner for life. Of the latter a ſober 
mind, ſteady attachment, and gentle maners, joined to a 


ons; whereas the qualities that . will be often ſuf- ; 
ficient for the former. 5 


As tochs affeBditiea bolt, one n hardly thy; whe - 
ther it be moſt ridiculous or hurtful. The abuſe of it, 
which 


— 
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which we have been juſt conſidering, we are ſometimes, 
perhaps too often, inclined to forgive, for the ſake of that 
amuſement, which, in ſpite of all the improprieties menti- 
oned, it yet affords. The other is univerſally eontempti-' 
ble and odious. Who is not ſhocked by the flippant im- 

pertinence of a {elf-conceited woman, that wants to dazzle 
by the ſuppoſed ſuperiority of her powers? If you, my 
fair ones, haye knowledge andeapacity, let it be ſeen by 
your not affecting to ſhow them, that you have 9 
much more valuable, humility and wiſdom, 
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ge Naked in nothing ſhould a woman be, Pf, 

“ But veil her very wit with modeſty, e 
Let man diſcover, let not ber diſplay 

« But yield her ume of mind with ſweet delay. 
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Muſt women then keep ſilenoe in the houſe, as well as 
in the church? By no means. There may indeed be many 
caſes, in which it particularly becomes a young lady to ob- 
| ſerve the apoſtolic rule, Be ſwift to hear and flow to ſpeak? ** 
but there are many too, . wherein it will be no leſs fit, that 
with an unaſſuming air ſhe ſhould endeayour to ſupport 
and enliven the converſation. It is the opinion of ſome, 
that girls ſhould never ſpeak before company, when their 
parents are preſent ; ; and parents there are, ſo deficient in 
_ underſtanding, as to make this a rule. How then ſhall 
thoſe girls learn to acquit themſelyes properly in their ab- 
ſence? It is hard if you cannot diſtinguiſh, and teach your 
daughters to diſtinguiſh between good breeding and pertneſs, 
between an obliging ſtudy to pleaſe, and an indecent deſire 
to put themſelves forward, between a laudable inquiſitive- | 
neſs, and an improper curioſity. But this, I confeſs, is 
not the moſt common miſtake in the education of young 
women; and they muſt permit me to ſay, that? it were well 
ifthe generality of mothers were careful, by prudent inſtrue⸗ 

rion in Private, to repreſs that talkative humour which runs 
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8 2697 with ſo many of them, and never quits them all their 
life after, for want of being curbed in their early years. But 
what words can expreſs the impertinence of a female tongue, 
let looſe into boundleſs loquacity? Nothing can be more 
ſtunning, except where a number of Fine Ladies open at 
once Protect us, ye powers of gentleneſs and decorum, 
protect us from the diſguſt of ſuch a ſcene———Ah! my dear 
hearers, if ye knew how terrible it appears to a male ear of 
the leaft delicacy, I think you woultc cen never to 1 8 


| tiſe it. 


Por endleſs in and loud Alben, i no 1 3 
capacity can atone. T join them together, becauſe in eſfek 
they are ſeldom ſeparate. But the noify, empty, trivial chatter 
of everlaſting folly—it is too much for human paticfiee to 
ſuſtain. How different from that playful ſpirit in oonverſa- 
tion, ſpoken of before; which, blended with good ſenſe, and 
kept within reaſonable bounds, contributes like the lighter. 
and more careleſs touches in a picture, to give an air of eaſe 
and freedom to the whole! This freedom and eaſe, When 
accompanied with decency and variety, a certain native pret- 
tineſs and unſtudied correctneſs, are among the moſt _—_ 5 
cen of female Fey" in its e e 
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Your talking fo much about Wen, nad aliens, and fa- - 
ſhionable amuſements, as the far greater part of you are 
ever doing, in preference to better ſubjects, is, to ſay the 
ſofteſt thing of it, a weakneſs which cannot be juſtified, but 
which perhaps muſt, in ſome meaſure, be forgiven to your 
ſex. As to the love of ſcandal and diſpute, which may be 
called the Acid of Speech, in contradiction to the Salt re- 
commended by our apoſtle, it mult be reſerved for a future 

_ conſideration. The men, indeed, are ready to triumph 
at the very mention of it. Whether they have reaſon to | 
triumph on the whole; may be a difficult queſtion. /The 
agreeable qualities named a moment ago, they muſt fairly. 
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theme, for which their unreſtrained and inextinguiſhable 


paſſion, in male company, argues a deſcent of ſoul, a de- 
gradation of thought, whereof men endowed with the leaſt 


and, ought to he cſhapaed} | 


We juſt mentioned Unſlvdied « Correlinels as appropriated 


to the converſation of cultivated women. I mean that ea- 
ſy elegance of ſpeech, which reſults from clear and lively 
ideas, expreſſed with the ſimplicity of nature, ſome what 

aided by the knowledge of books. To this the beſt ſcholars 


amongſt the men, muſt ſeldom or never lay claim. It is 


neceſſarily precluded by their profounder ſtudies, and that 
ferupulous attention to the minuteſt rules of grammar, 


which is induced by the turn of their education; and 
which, though by practice it may become in a great degree 
habitual and mechanical, will yet appear deficient in the 


happy facility, wherewith ſo many females clothe their 
fentiments. That they, who are naturally fond of orna- _ 


ment in every thing elſe, ſhould ſhow a certain honeſt ne- 
glect of it, where it is leaſt requiſite, - where it is generally 


hurtful, by embarraſſing and fettering that which ought to 
be free and unaffected, ſurely entitles-them to ſome praiſe. | 


* often VE we ſeen very ingenious men perplexed, 
when they have wiſhed to explain themſelves on ſome to- 


pic by no means abſtruſe, and which they perfectly under- 


ſtood! With how little grace have we heard them tell a 


tory! In theſe, and ſuch like points, women of any ca- 
pacity excel. To what can the difference be owing? TI 


fancy to this, that the former, in their words and ideas, 


attend too ſedulouſly to preciſion and embelliſhment ; while 


4 


give up to the women. How few of them in compariſon, 

Polleſs, or at leaſt exerciſe the power of keeping diſcourſe 
alive, without aſſiſtance from wine, from polities, from 

buſineſs, from the news of the day, and from another 


tho latter are content to ſpeak juſt what they mean, and 
; 1 to 
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8. V. On Paul Pirtus ; Piendfip and Converſation. or 


to relate fi mply what they read or heard, as it riſes to their 5 
minds, without the labour of accuracy, which often ham- 
pers the faculties i in their 2 F e n che train 
<f nature. e 


Ou this e 1 3 is founded that maxim, 
which makes the perfection of art to lie in concealing it; 
an attainment extremely uncommon, and which, where it 
has taken place, has been always conſidered as the moſt 
difficult, and the moſt beautiful, of any that can diſtinguiſh. 
the productions of taſte, From that it is, that the celebra- 
ted works of ancient genius have been judged to derive a 
large ſhare of the ſuperiority uſually aſcribed to them. From 
the ſaine ſource chiefly, - to compare ſmall things with 
great, has probably ariſen that peculiar happineſs in let- 
ter- writing, which the men, I think, are willing to allo 
to your ſex. Here, indeed, they comfort themſelves with 
their ſuperior ſtrength, and depth, and learned e ce in 
that, and other matters where intelle& is concerned. Pre- 
| tenſions to theſe, with a fewexceptions,. I OT to = 
the truth, 225 had better reſign. 
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For my part, I could heartily wiſh to ſee the 1 world 
more accompliſhed than it is; but I do not wiſh to ſee it 
abound with metaphyſicians, hiſtorians, ſpeculative philo- 
ſophers, or Learned Ladies of any kind. I ſhould be 
afraid, leſt the ſex ſhould loſe i in foftneſs, what they gain- 
ed in force; and leſt the purſuit of ſuch elevation ſhould 
interfere a little with the plain duties and humble virtues of 
life. Amiable inſtances of the contrary I know there are. 
I think at this moment of one lady, in particular, who to 
an extenſive knowledge in philoſophy and languages anci- 
ent and modern, with ſome portion of poetical genius and 
a conſiderable degree of literary fame, has the ſenſe and 
worth to join every domeſtic quality thas can Les wo- 
- man in her ſicuation, Sa no ne ne 
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92. On Female Virtue, Friendſhip gud Converſation. 8. V. 
To inculcate ſuch qualities, together with thoſe ele- 


8 and intellectual improvements, which young ladies 
vVvould do well to acquire, with a view to ſobriety, uſeful- 
neſs, ſelfenjoymetit, and the powers of pleaſing, will be 


the buſineſs of ſome ſubſequent addreſſes. What place reli- 


gion ought to have in female diſcourſe, muſt be likewiſe a 


fubje& of enquiry under another head. In the mean while, 
let me intreat you to recolleCt, that on cultivating a proper 
ſpirit of converſation will depend a great part of your pro- 
ficieney and ours; of your future conſequence and merit in 
fociety ; of your entertainment, ſatisfaction, and, I may 


| add, fafety, through the ſucceſſive ſtages of life. Much 
of that life is ſpent in ſcenes of ſocial intercourſe. Impor- 


tant occaſions ariſe but ſeldom, A large proportion muſt 5 
be configned to trifles. Little things belong to little 
mortals. The virtue and happineſs of the ſexes are prin- 


eipally affected by the daily indiſcriminate tenor of their 
ecommerce. What felicity, and what glory, may not you, = 
my friends, derive from thoſe talents by which that is re- 


. and ſweetened, refined and raiſed! 
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Toa divert 9 to Rs defire, and in 3 to be ; 
a ſort of better ſervants, are all the purpoſes for which 
| ſome ſuppoſe your ſex deſigned. A mot illiberal ſuppoſiti- 
, on! The leaſt degree of refinement or candour will dif- 
" poſe us to regard them in a far higher point of light. They 
were manifeſtly intended to be the mothers and formers of 
a rational and immortal off-ſpriag ; to be a kind of ſofter 

companions, who, by nameleſs delightfulſympathies. and en- 
dearments, might improve our pleaſures and ſoothe our pains: 
to lighten the load of domeſtic cares, and thereby leave us 
more at leiſure for rougher labours, or ſeverer ſtudies; and 
finally, to ſpread a certain grace and embelliſnment over 
human life. To wiſh to degrade them from ſo honourable 
a ſtation, indicates a mixture of i ignorance, groſſneſs, and 
barbarity. But the men who think in this manner, do 
themſelves irreparable wrong, by putting it out of their 
power ever to enjoy the tendereſt ſentiments, and moſt de- 
- licious feelings of the heart. He that has a true taſte of 
| happineſs, will chooſe, for his own ſake, to cheriſh the 
kindeſt opinion of the female deſtination. 
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Ves what ſhall we fo? Are chark not many women 
who ſeem to have tal forgotten it themſelves; to have 
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94 . on Female Virtut, with ; 8. vl. 


relinguiſhed at leaſt the moſt valuable part of their claim, 
and to have conſpired with, thoſe male tyrants in ſinking. 
their own importance? How often do we ſee them disfigu- 
red by affectation and caprice! How often diſgraced and 
ruined by imprudenee | What ſhameful inattention to the 
culture of their minds, in numberleſs inſtances! What 
perverſion, in not a few, of excellent underſtandings, 
through a levity that paſſes for innocent, becauſe not pol- 
lated by vice, nay for agreeable; becaufe accompanied with 
youth! Who that is a well wiſher to the ſex, can fore 
bear to be mortified on finding ſuch multitudes ſo ungainly 
in their manners, ſo unentertaining in their diſcourſe, ſo 
deſtitute of every ſolid and uſeful improvement, in a word 
fo totally devoid of all that can confer ſignificance,” or 
beget eſteem z not to ſpeak of downright worthleſſneſs, 
- proceeding from bad principles or wicked N 5 
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With reſpect to theſe indeed, as "wat as the 3 1 8 
am willing to believe, that they are frequently occaſioned 
by vacancy of thought, and want of occupation, which 

. - expoſe the mind to every ſnare; and that, in many caſes 
all this evil might, through God's bleſſing, be happily pre- 
vented by an early and diligent application to Female Ac- 

 . compliſhments. Such, therefore, I will proceed to recom- 

mend, as a farther means of maintaining the ſobriety en- 

joined by our apoſtle. Not that I propoſe; to 'confine 
myſelf to this ſingle view. Every other laudable and 
beneficial purpoſe, which thoſe accompliſhments are cal- 
culated to ſerve, will concur to enforce them. They may 
be divided into three Tales, N 1 ner In- 
.tclleQual. We 
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: AY to the firſt, 1 ma remind you „ie Kick ROY 
ſoever they may be now negleQed by many women as be- 7 
low their notice, no height of rank or affluence can juſtify 
ſuch OR. The care of a houſhold all W and nations * 
ws 06 | ks. Ss 
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| tots " he” to conſider as an indiſpenſible part of ſale 
employment, in every ſituation. that admits it. The paſ- 

fage from which I have taken one of my texts deſerves, on 
this occaſion, your particular attention. As it exhibits, - =— 
perhaps, the moſt beautiful picture that was ever drawn 

of the Virtuous Woman, in a ſphere of activity which 1 
you all hope to fill, and for which you ought to qualify 
yourſelves as much as poſſible in your preſent condition; 

l vill read the whole, together with a ſhort paraphraſe, which 
I have borrowed chiefly from the pious and learned OP 
Patrick, but without adherig to his diction. 
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Verſe 10. % Who can find a Virtuous Woman! ? for 
< her price is far above rubies.” Such a perſon, ſays the 
mother of Lemuel (a young prince, for whoſe welfare ſhe 
was moſt tenderly ſolicitous) ſuch a perſon as I would re- 
commend for a wife is hard to be found ; one endowed 
with true worth and piety, who deems nothing beneath 
her that can any way become her ſtation; one, in ſhort, 
poſſeſſed of thoſe various and excellent qualities that fit her 
for adorning it, and render her infinitely more valuable 
than all the pearls or precious ſtones, with which ſo many 

_ women are fond of being decke. 


— 


; 11. « « T he heart of her huſband doth ſafely truſt in her; 
< ſo that he ſhall have no need of ſpoil.” In her perſonal 
honour and fidelity, and alſo in her ceconomy and prudence 

with regard to all affairs at home, her huſband repoſes ſuch 
perfe& confidence, that he can go abroad, and attend to 
public buſineſs, without the ſmalleſt anxiety about his 
domeſtic concerns, or the leaſt temptation to re 
BEM the expence of other men. 5} 
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14. % She will do him good, and not evil, all 3 
of his life.” She will not only return bis lore with 
* man but endeavour to m_ an "= his 
180 4 : 5 | 12 | 4 eſteem 
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886 . On Female 1 ner, an 4 8. i ; 


_ eſteem by wore engaging and de ety, 4 She wilt 
not only avoid whatever might provoke or diſpleaſe, but ä 
tudy io deſer ve well of him by promoting his intereſt, and 
raiſing his reputation; and that not merely by. ſtarts, or 

in tranſient fits of good humour, but OE and con | 


Led every day of her life. HAT 


= 3. Sbe ſeeketh wool and flax, and workah ie | 
oe with her hands.“ To Her, idfeneſs is ſo hateful, 
that her hufband has no occaſion to excite her to induſtry. , 

Ok her own accord ſhe ſets up a linen and woollen man 

' fature, to which the applies her hands fo readily, as 220 
as. ſo dex terouſſy, that. it. is apparent ſhe gs" in * 

e „ * . dar 


14. * She is "fike the merchants Kiſs : 1 E her 1 | 
& food from afar,” Her application and ingenuity en 3 
her t6 maintain her family without expence, by exchan- | 
ging the product for foreign commodities, when neceſſary, | 
on terms no leſs advantageous, than if her huſband fitted 
.out a fleet of merchant ite, to OO denn * * 
diſtant eaunfries. 50 


. 


PL . She riſeth alſo white: it is yet N qe 8 
© meat to her houſhold, and a portion to her maidens.“ 
Witch ſuch ſpirit and vigour does ſhe proceed, that, inftead 

of indulging herſelf in over much ſleep, ſhe riſes before 
break of day, to make proviſion for thoſe who are to ge 
abroad to work in the fields, and to fet her wald their 
ſeveral tafks at home. e 4 


3 '« She conſidereth a field, td. itr 7 
e fruit of her hands ſhe planteth a vineyard,” So far is 
the from waſting her huſband's eſtate, that by her frugalit7 5 
aud capacity ſhe is continually improving it; firſt pur- 
chaſing a field fit for corn, when ſhe meets with one that 
on aue ae ſhe finds worth the price, and then 
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donn ils fiuit of ber own-labours, adding 5 
Ann takes care to have well planted. hg | A e FF 
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42; 15. She girderh her Joins with Eee ad 8 
0 eneth her arms. As the is quick in her orders to thoſe 
about her, fo ſhe, beſtics herſelf with, the utmoſt , 
declining no pains ot exertion proportioned to her ſtrength, 
which is increaſed by conſtant exerciſe, and Which, with, 

the chearfulneſs, expedition, and | utility that attend it, 
th prfes m—_ the neee delicacy of indolent 
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es candle goeth not out by night.” - Her labour indeed the 


finds fo wholeſome, and her 


nh 2.4 


does not always conclude her work with the day; but of- 
ten continues it rec een gl,” a. 
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ſo profitable, that ſhe. 
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"19. „ © She k 


to her ſex, ſhe reckons not any, diſparagement to her qui! 
liy. Her fingers ſhow a dexterity that is alike p 


in the be PF Pe Might in the elſes. 


ct ſhe reacheth forth to the needy.” Those 


2 which 5 with fs me NE for vere 


keel > 5 0 a of her e . "as. 1 
the claims of thoſe who have no babitation.... In her, fn 
lity never. degenerates into parſimony, but always, mini [ 


to kay og The poor, whether nearer or more te. 
1 in her, ue 0 80150 AL "9 Nag 5 


An 


"4+ 8 ö 
Hen | 


— 


" * 7 f * 208 3 1 8 \ 4 
* 2 * 3 4 
a 


Nee "2nd her hands. 
< hold the diſtaff.”. Such manual operations as are ſuited . 
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Jo ee Sie makbth [horſelf- coverings:of [tapoſiry': ber 
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A al ber been aferolithedorich 6e 0 tar 
bounty in the mean ile: is accompanied wich uch diſs | 
5 eretion, that mr own oily and ſervants are in no dane 8 
winter ;" they nab Ole of raiment for the ble Na 
ſons} 2 450 when they” e to wut open het, at Ws pe: . 
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to have a! clothed” with '# degree of ſplendour.” 31 Ih mended 
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15 clothing is filk and purple.” The furniture of her. TD 
is noble. Her own apparel correſponds, with it. She is 

abt ignorant of whit befoilgeo Her rank; 40 Ve ſappotts | 
it with u tlaghificence ſe ſo mnett the more 2onfpicut us for 
being u hr we ik.” » 


Fr 1d N val $1} fly Row 134 9; NAN n Wik We 0h 
23. % Her Huſband'i TOWERS en when be ſitteth 
Among the elders of the land.“ Aer attention to tho ap: 
pearance of her huſband i is no leſs than to her own. When 
he bötnes int6'the counts of judicatire,” and kes bis ple 
artiong{t che at6rs"of che "unity, he is dining cd 
by cke TickibofP and elsgunds of the" tobe Wien ile bas 
pPrepüred for him. The behielders pronioutibe f dim a happy 5 
man, in hiv ich & Wi ar act War better Fe paßne 
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ſhe; makes, er for ſale. ot for uſe, the. ſplays, a 
ae wle i, boch beau 5, ſplendlic ſtill it wuſt 

: chief ornaments ate a firm, and, 
conſtant mind 3 nd. becoming deportment, 2 
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prepare her to meet affition, deouy, and even: death k. 
- with _— and hope. 55 : | 
ot 100 7 ben envy Slg on 27 e 
26. «4 e openeth her mouth with wiſtlom, and in her 
* tongue is the law of kindneſs,” Add te the reſt this 
particular praiſe, that as ſhe preſerves the due męan be- 
tween! taciturnity and loquaciouſneſs, ſo ſhei loves not 0 
talk on fooliſh and: frivolous. ſubjeRts, bu on ſuob aß are 
ſeriots arid! uſeful. ; on which, when ſhe enn introduce 
them with propriety, ſhe is ſure to deliver herſelf pertinent - 
px and gracefully. Her language on all occaſions is ſoft and-. 
pleaſing, expreſſive of a gentle mind, and à tender heart... 
From the ſame fund; ſhe is led to embrace every oppor- 
tunity of e around her, kind affeötion and 
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45, Ade mb well to the ways of her- uſhold, 
c and eateth not the breadl of idlene fad In ber O. 
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that are devoted to play, is or "That which was begin 
/  - for amuſement, is lengthened out to fatigue. No one im- 
|  \ proving or generous idea is circulated; ne one happy or ſo- 
b lacing recollection is ſecured. The whole is to be ſet down 
as large portion of the ſpan « of liſe cutoff without advantage 
and without lauisfaction, 5 fac as virtue. or reaſon is oon 


ITS * 1 


"i E 


THY 


. 


1 of hold your tongues, as good foal nd L 


h, and look grave by turns, as occaſion ſerves, 

any Mi in 25 world that is innocent, rather than eter-, 
"- play. For perſons in all the gaiety of health, and. 
ſyrightlineſs of youth; . perſons not relaxed by 2 
or exhauſted by buſineſs; perſons with numberleſe 
of delight laid open to them, and every natu 
K n dat a loſs how. to. frond a fi 


Willing 
4 5 | ; | 
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nature prompt to either. Dol! Why, work, read, ng" 4 


* 


Fd 


* 


*% w Denificnt a amhibe, us 
Willing to corroborate an argument which to me appears 
F 1 will avail myſelf of the words of a. 
_ Writer now. living, who is not leſs reſpectable for the fore 
than for the morality of his pen. Complaining of the fa- 
tal paſſo on for play, he mentions, amongſt other miſchiefs 
to Which it leads, its tendency © to deſtroy all diſtinctions 
50 „ both of rank and ſex; to cruſh all emulation, but that 

&« of fraud; to band the world in a chaos of folly ; ; to 
: 4 with- hold youth from its natural Pleaſures, deprive wit 
te of its influence, and beauty of i its charms ; to exti 5M 
the flames of the lover, as well as of the patriot ; to fink 
i life into a tedious uniformity, and to allow it no other 
cc hopes or fears, but thoſe of robbing and being robbed.” 
He adds, in the ſame animated ſtyle, e That if thoſe. of 
« your ſex who have minds capable of nobler ſentiments,” | 
«will unite in vindication of their pleaſures and their pre- 
< rogatiyes, they may fix a time at which cards ſhall ceaſe. 
10 to be in faſhion, or be left only to thoſe who haveneither 

* beauty to he loved, nor ſpirit to be faared; neither 
© knowledge to teach, nor modeſty. to learn; and who, 
„having paſſed their. youth in vice, lr eapdermned 
by to ſpend their age in ole <. e 99 0 1 7 


But I proceed toa more agreeable wh, that of recom- 
_ mending, in the next . thoſe i nien e. men- 
| tioned a little while ago. a e why bla 15 yi : 


2 A" . 


—_— 


As to 'needle-work in particn gp we find TY Sr of. in 
ſeripture with commendation. Its beauty and advantages 
are univerſally apparent. It was practiſed by ladies former- 
ly, and ladies of the firſt rank, much more than it is at pre- 
ſent. "They indeed had much more leiſure than moſt of 
their poſterity. They were ſimple enough, I ſuppoſe, W 
de in love with home, and to ſeek their happineſs i in their 
duty. Of that duty they conſidered diligence as a part: | 
nor does it appear to have in the leaſt cramped their imagi-: 
a Of their {kill in this way we have ſeen very lau- 
| | CEE Ada⸗able 


a 
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dable monuments. They only wanted gte in the 

prineiples of tho Fine Arts, to give their performances a 
a juſter taſte, At any rate, their time would by ſuch 

means paſs away more pleaſantly. They would be under 
little temptation of wandering abroad; conſequently they 
would eſcape infinite ſnares and inconveniences. Then, 
too, private converſation would. be cultivated on a much 
more rational footing; and many a pleaſing diſcuſſion 
would ariſe on the ſubject of their various produQtions. 
Their fancies, called forth by a thouſand prettineſſes, and 
kept up by the ſpirit of elegant emulation, would of courſe 
be poliſhed and exalted. 'This, I believe, will be found 
true, that thoſe females of the preſent age, who have reſo- 
| lution enough to copy fo antiquated an example, ſeldom 

fail to 20s. the molt entertaining comps nions. 


l once knew a lady, noble by her birth, but more no- 
ble by her virtues, who never ſat idle in company, unleſs 
when compelled to it by the punQilio of ceremony, which 
ſhe took care ſhould happen as rarely as poſſible. Being a 
perfect miſtreſs of her needle, and having an excellent taſte 
in that, as in many other things, her manner, whether at 
home, or abroad with her friends (for friends ſhe had, 
though a woman of faſhion and bred at court) was to be 
conſtantly engaged in working ſomething uſeful, or ſome- 


thing beautiful; at the ſame time that ſhe aſſiſted in ſup» | C 


porting the converſation, with an attention, and capacity 
which I have never ſeen exceeded. For the ſake of variety 
and improvement, when in her own houſe, ſome one of the 
company would often read aloud, while ſhe and her female 
viſitants were thus employed. I muſt add, that during an 
intimate acquaintance of ſeveral years, I do not remember 

to have ſeen her once driven to the polite neceſſity of either 
winning or loſing money at play, and making her worth | 

_ defray 9 enpence of the entertainment. ie 


* 


ſtead of that minute and laborious kind of work, Which is 


often practiſed by young ladies, I ſhould think that ſlighter 


and freer patterns would, for the moſt part, be greatly pre- 
ferable. The ſight would be in no danger of being ſtrain- 
ed; much leſs time would be required to finiſh them; and, | 
. when finiſhed, they would produce a much better effect. 5 


They would give, beyond compariſon, more ſcope to the 
imagination; they would exhibit an eaſe, a gracefulneſe, and 
2 flow, that ought to enter, as much as poſſible, into all 


works of taſte; and as they would admit a far greater mul: 


tiplicity of ornament, ſo likewiſ2.the purport of OE. 
would be promoted i ina far higher _ | 


The bulinefs of ſhading with the ncedle'i is now, compa 


ratively, ſeldom thought of but at ſchool, where it is fre- 


quently taught in a paltry, and always in a defective man- 


ner, though certainly deſerving a particular attention. The 


diſpoſition, harmony, and melting of colours in this way, 


afford one of the fineſt exerciſes to female genius, and one 
of the moſt amuſing that can be imagined; beſide thas 
ſuch profutlivgs are the moſt PRIN e 


But the truth i is, acting; . or Liſtinguiſhed in 


thoſe. attempts can be expected, while the proper foundati- 
on is ſo generally omitted to be laid I mean ane 


whioh 3 is” 


»” 


- The third 8 I whnld ds PAT e toige 
culcate, That many more young ladies would be found 


qualified for ſuch à ſtudy. than is uſually apprehended, 1 
eannot doubt. Several, I am certain, have applied to it 


with the greateſt ſucceſs and pleaſure, who, before they be- 


gan, did not promiſe themſelves the leaſt. It is tru- 
2 Gurpriings that ſo few of our more intelligent fe- 


12 


\ 


| Domeſtic nd wi — 1 


| Permit me, before I diſmiſs this article, to offer a hint 
_ rr that may not be unworthy your obſervation. In- 
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males ſhould ſhew. a deſire of being infirutied. in 15 
pleaſing an art, at a time when it is to be learned 
A eee 1 | 


— 


None can be ignorant, chat the e fro] 5 
practiee of drawing were never underſtood amongſt 
us to. the height they-are at preſent; owing chiefly 
to the patronage of a ſociety, that reflects the greateſt 
_ on this country, and on this age. But here, juſtice 
to your ſex demands an acknowledgment which we joyful- 
ly make, that ſeveral honorary rewards have been moſt de- 
ſervedly gained by young ladies of rank and character, 
for ſpecimens of ingenuity; which it is to be hoped their 
grand children will one day een and 5 with ho- 
neſt pride. | | | | 


If ſuch of you, my amiable 8 as are in A 1 ö 
to try whether Nature has given you talents for this beau - 


_  tiful accompliſhment, would fairly make the effay, you 


might very probably open to yourſelves, and to your 
friends, a ſpring of entertainment that would never run 
dry; that would contribute to improve while it delighted 
you, by adding to your ideas of elegance and grace; that 
would prevent many a folly, and many a ſin, which pro- 
_ cred from idleneſs; and, be not hurt if 1 add, that would 
prove the means of future ſupport, ſhould it pleaſe the Su · 
preme Wiſdom to mans you to a n 


\ There are other 1 works, extremely proper for fe | 
male hands, which I need not ſpecify here, ſince ſeveral of 
the remarks already rade, will, I preſume, be applicable 
to them. Let it ſuffice to ſay in general, that whatever is 
genteel, and whatever is uſeful, in ſuch occupations, 
. ſhould always claim your regard, when you have leiſure 
and capacity. The former you will ſeldom want, if you 
hare learnt to portion. on ans with I and 


— 


COT 


4 the . you 183 never to erer yourſeves * 
5 fective, before you have honeſtly tried. | 


The laſt accompliſhment of the Bd kind, which I Z 
ſhall mention, is Mufic. This, I conceive, is to be re- 
commended with more diſcrimination than the reſt, how | 
much ſoever ſuch a notion may contradi@ the prevailing 
opinion. It is very true, there are young ladies who, ö 
without any particular advantage of a natural ear or good * Þ 
voice, haye, by means of circumſtances peculiarly favour- _ 
able, made great proficiency in muſic: but it is as true, 
that they have made it at a vaſt expence of time and ap- 
. plication; ſuch as no woman ought to beſtow upon an ob- 
ject, to which ſhe is not carried by the n en 


of genius, 


In many other arts it is is polible for at talents to ko 
dormant, till called up by aſſiduity or accident; but where 
there is a ſtrong propenfion to this, it will, I imagine, 
hardly forbear to burſt out, by means of the tranſcendent 
pleaſure. derived from it on all occaſions. If it do not, if 

even the beſt muſic can be heard without a degree of de- 
light, bordering on tranſport ; either the practice will ne- 
ver reward the pains neceſſary for acquiring it; or, there 
being no native vein of excellence in that way, it will, as 
has been commonly obſerved, be diſcontinued on a change 
of condition; in which cafe you loſe the labour of years, 
that might have been directed with MO ne into n 
other channel. ; 
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Be this as it 1 you l 3 W that . a 
young perſon who has no turn for the ſtudy I am ſpeaking 
of, to be condemned both to mortify herſelf, and to pu- 
niſh her acquaintance, by murdering every leſſon put into 
her hands, is a very aukward ſituation, however much 

her maſter may, for the ſake of his craft, flatter her and 
her friends, "RE them, perhaps. with an air of great 
| ;  folemnity, 
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ſolemnity; that he never had a better ſcholar in his whole 
life. If ſne whoſe attainments in this kind are but indiffe- 
rent, could be contented to amuſe herſelf, and thoſe of her 

own family, now and then, with an air that happened to 
pleaſe them, it were well: but how does a judicious hearer 
bluſh-for the poor beginner, when ſet down. by the com- 
mand of a fond parent, to entertain perhaps a large com- 
pany, as we have often ſeen, with performing that of 
which ſhe ſcarce knows the very rudiments ; while all is 
diſappointment on their part, and, if ſhe have ny under- g 
ne confuſion on hers! | 


/ ” 


Is the preacher then; an enemy to make 2 Much the we © 


verſe. Where there is real genius fer it, improved by art, 
and regulated by ſentiment, nothing ſurely can be more 
charming, or more affecting. Its importance in the an- 
cient Jewiſh worſhip, is well known. Of its beauty and 
uſefulneſs in our churches, when conducted in a manner 
ſuitable to its ſacred purpoſe, and not proſtituted to levity, 
or perverted by oſtentation, I am not inſenſible. Its inffu- 
enee in all ages and nations ſtands: univerſally confeſſed. 
It is founded in ſome of the ſtrongeſt perceptions of Na- 
ture, wherever ſhe has ſoon fit to confer a lively fenſibility | 

to the hee we ans <7 5 = 
Bui how cd; is 1 to be 3 that this wonderfol 
' charm of melody properly ſo called, together with the 
whole merit of expreſſion, ſhould be ſacrificed, as we fre- 
_ quently find, to the proud but poor affeQation of mere 
trick and execution; that, inſtead of rendering the various 
- combinations of ſounds a poveirfuk inſtrument of touching 
the heart, exciting agreeable emotions, or allaying uneaſy 

' ſenſations, as in the days of old, it ſhould be generally de- 


graded into an idle amuſement, - devoid of dignity, devoid 


of meaning, abſolutely devoid of any one ingredient that 
bean inſpire are _ or engage vnaſfetted e 
1 „ 


— 


-- 
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What . of this enchanting art but muſt lament, chat 
the moſt inſipid ſong which can diſgrace it is no ſooner 
heard in places of public entertainment, than every young 
lady who has learnt the common notes, is immediately 
taught to repeat it in a manner till more inſipid; while the 
moſt ſublime and intereſting compoſitions, where fimpli- 
oity and greatneſs. unite, are ſeldom or never thought of 
in her caſe; as if the female mind were incapable of re- 
liſhing any thing grave, Pathetic, or exalted | 
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Let me here call on every muſical ſi pirit of Your ies, t to 
aſſert the rights of good ſenſe ; and to infiſt that thoſe, 
who are entruſted with this Fra of their education, ſhall 
not fail to introduce them, 45 early as poſſible, into an ac- 

quaintance with whatever is moſt beautiful and noble in 
the article of melody. The more thorough knowledge of 
harmony may come afterwards, if you be ambitious of ad- 
vancing ſo far. In the mean time you will have the ſati-— 
faction of pleaſing the beſt judges, and of entertaining 

yourſelves with ſuch pieces as, while the words to which 
they are ſet convey no ſentiments but what are elevated 
or virtuous, ſhall ſerve to refine and enliven your thoughts, 
to raiſe your ſpirits into joy, or eompoſe them into ſweets» 

_ neſs, and on choſen occaſions, by the diviner ſtrains of ſo- 
lemn muſic, to lift your hearts to heaven, prove a kind of 
prelude to the airs of paradiſe, and e you for joining . 
ths choir of _ngels 95 | el 
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c Wi Som, oct Under fading —f orſake her not, and fie 

; * preſerve thee : love her, and ſhe ſhall heep Herne 
Exalt her and ſhe ſhall promote thee.—She ſhall give to thy. 
head an ornament of grace: a crown ien Poul oe de- 
liver to thee, | 


— 


—— 


IN a country like this, where lens] is certaigly a a native 
fund of good ſenſe, where ſciences and arts are widely cul- 
tivated, where works of genius and taſte in every kind are 
allowed to abound; is it not ſomewhat ſtrange, that the 
common ſtyle of - converſation ſhould be ſo little inſtruc- 
tive or entertaining? How ſeldom do we fall into a com- 

' , pany, in Which we learn any thing uſeful, or hear me 
thing whatever above the rate of the multitude ; ſuch as - 
low jeſts, vulgar conceits, incoherent diſputation, - or im- 
pertinent tattle! How very ſeldom does a-thinking man 
come away from the viſit of an evening, delighted with 
his manner of ſpending it! One who has converſed only 
with a ſmall circle of ingenious friends, will hardly con- 

cebeive what a frivolous, What a piteous thing, the ordinary 

ſtrain of company: eee to an intalfigene by-ſtander. 


"he fovancite conmntiantions of men' of pleaſure ate 
beyond deſeription corrupt and grovelling, with ſcarce any 
diverſity, Thoſe of 87 aſſemblies gre the quinteſſence of 

dulneſs 7 £ 


* 


ſometimes tinctured with a few ſprinklings of ſmartneſs, and 


the laſt always concealed under the ſpacious colours of ei- 
vility. As to the buſy, the learneg, and the grave; the 


greater part are no ſooner releaſed from their reſpeQive pur- 


ſuits, than they throw themſelves looſe into a liftleſfſhefs _ 


of diſpoſition, that wanders with impatience in queſt of 
_ public diverſion, or diffuſes itſelf in private through the 
vacuity of idle talk: as if there were no medium between 
ſeriouſneſs and folly, or as if people could not find relief 
from the ſtretch of application, in the agreeable unbendings 


of moderate amufement and rational diſcourſe. In ſhort, 


if we want to find a converſation enlivened with variety and 


ſpirit, enlightened by intelligence, and tempered by polite- 


_ neſs, we mult ſeek for it e a few men who join ſen- 


timent to knowledge, and a few women who join know- 


ledge to vivacity. Fa 


| That the number of theſe ſhould be ſo ſmall, compared 


— 


with the untaught and the ungoverned Many, is ſurely 
matter of lamentation. To what ſhall we chiefly impute 


it? To what elſe, but to that whirl of diſſipation, which, 


like ſome mighty vortex, has ſwallowed up in a manner all 
conditions and characters? That the young indeed ſhould 


be often carried down the ſtream, till they fink into infig- 
nificance, is not much to be wondered at, how much ſo- 
ever it is to be regretted. But, alas! they do not always 


ſtop there. From what is trivial, how eaſy the tranſition MM 


to what is mean! How quick the deſcent from thoughtleſſ- 
neſs to vice! Nothing, perhaps, requires better ſenſe, or 


a ſtricter guard, than totrifle without being fooliſh, or to 
be frolickſome without ſin. They that would hold faſt 


their righteouſneſs, and not depart from the decorum of 
their character, cannot be too careful to regulate their con- 
verſation, as wHll as thei condoct, by the eat law of re- 


flection, 
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flection, 1. the hour of gaiety (elf, not a loſs 1 fete 
of Wiſdom. . But how ſhould this be expected, where the 
mind is wholly unimproved, where no internal reſources 
are fecuredin the days of youth, but all is left to nature, 
neglected by education, and warped by faſhion, or to the 
ſcanty ſupplies which companys news, and accidents af- 
ford? . 


| What I would bit now Wiek is Gia the e help of 
God, to perſuade you, my fair auditory, to enrich and 

adorn your underſtandings with ſuch attainments, as ſhall 

render you not only leſs dependant on external amuſements 

and empty gratifications, but more ſuperior to every thing 
- corrupting and dangerous; ſuch as ſhall entertain and edify 

Jou at the ſame time, enable you to enjoy ſolitude, and 
| - qualify you to ſhine in converſation even without deſigning 

it, to inſpire a mixture of complacence and reſpect, in 
fine, tounite decency and ſenſe withmirth and j Joy. Thus 
would 1 ſtill endeavour to promote that ſpirit of Chriſtian 
Sobriety which our apoſtle inculcates, and by the ſame 
- means contribute to the felicity and dignity of your ſex. 


The paſſage from the Proverbs, which I have read to 
vou, by way of a ſecond text, requires no commentary; 
and in truth I know not any that could do it juſtice. As it 
Es, it muſt ſtrike you at once with its ſimplicity, tender- 
neſs and ſublimity. The Wiſdom or Underftanding, ſo 
beautifully perſonified by Solomert, is doubtleſs to be con- 
ſidered chiefly as repreſenting Religion, which is certainly 
the higheſt exerciſe of our rational powers. But I ſee no 
Treaſon for conceiving it to repreſent that only. In many 
parts of his writings it is manifeſtly uſed. to ſignify Mental 
Improvements, in the proper ſenſe of the phraſe ; nor is 
there any thing ſaid of it here, which will not in one degree 
or another hold true of theſe, when under right direction; 
F 1 in * the cultivation of thoſe powers to every 
3 „ valuable 5 


Py 


with IntelleAual Accompliſhments. 4 123 . | 


s. vn. 


vohealila purpoſe i is unqueſtionabl y 2 duty which we owe to 
their author. That the exhortation is addreſſed by our 
inſpired writer to a male ſcholar, whom in the manner 
of eaſtern teachers he calls his ſon, makes no eſſential dif- 
ference in the ſpirit of his dosis, as [ bes n n. 
from the ſequel. ' ot 
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The degree of thoſe Intellectual 1 which 
your ſex ſhould aim at, I pretend not to determine. That 
muſt dependſon the capacities, opportunities, and encou- 
ragements, which you ſeverally enjoy. With regard to 
all theſe however, this may be ſaid in general, that they 
are better, and more than many of you ſeem ſolicitous to 4 
improve. VV | e = 
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As to the firſt indeed, I ſcruple not to e my opin 
on, that Nature appears to have formed the faculties of your 
ſex for the moſt part with leſs vigour than thoſe of ours; 
obſerving the ſame diſtinction here, as in the more delicate 
frame of your bodies. Exceptions we readily admit, and 
ſuch as do the individuals great honour in thoſe particular 
walks of excellence, wherein they have been diſtinguiſhed. 
But you yourſelves, I think, will allow that war, com- 
merce, politics, exerciſes of ſtrength. and dexterity, ab- 
ſtract philoſophy, and all the abſtruſer ſciences, are moſt 

properly the province of men. I am ſure thoſe maſculine 
women, that would plead for your ſharing any part of this 
province equally with us, do not underſtand your true in- 
tereſts. There is an influence, there is an empire which 
belongs to you, and which I wiſh you ever to poſſeſs: I 
mean that which has the heart for its object, and is ſecu- 
red by meekneſs and 2 by ſoft attraction and vir- 


tuous love. 0 


T- . 


| But now I muſt add, chat your power in chis ny will 


receive a * ane from the culture of your minds, in 
| the 
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the more elegant aac; Poliſhed wanches of 1 7 


When 1 ſay ſo, I would by ng means inſinuate, that you 
are not capable of the judicious and the ſolid, in ſuch pro- 


portion as is ſuited to your deſtination in life. This, I 
_ * upprehend, does not require reaſoning or accuracy, ſo 


much as obſeryation and diſcernment. M our buſineſs chief- 
ly is to read Men, in order to make yourſelves agreeable 


and uſeful. It is not the argumentative but the ſentimen- 


tal talents, which give you that inſight and thoſe openings 


into the human heart, that lead to your principal ends as 


Women. Nevertheleſs, in this ſtudy you may derive 


great aſſiſtance from books. Without them, in effect, 


your progreſs here will be partial and confined. Neither 
are you to attach yourſelyes wholly to this ſtudy, impor- 


_ tant avit is, and grateful as you may find it. Whatever 
kind of reading may contribute to your general improve- 
ment and ſatisfaction, as reaſonable beings deſigned for 


ſociety, virtue, and religion, will deſerve your attentive 


and. Suffer me to enter a little into the detail. And 


Firſt, I would obſerve, that ay, i in which I include 


Biography and Memoirs, onght to employ a conſiderable 


Fx 8 


ſhare of your leiſure. Thoſe pictures which it exhibits, of 


the paſſions operating in real life and genuine characters; 


of virtues to be imitated, and of vices to be ſnunned; of 


the effects of both on ſociety and individuals; of the mu- 


tability of human affairs; of the conduct of divine provi- 


dence; of the great ee that often ariſe from little 


events; of the weakneſs of power, and the wanderings of 


prudenee, in mortal men; with the ſudden, unexpected, 
and frequently unacoountable revolutions, that daſh trium- 
phant wickedneſs, or diſappoint prefumptuous hope ;—the 
pictures, I ſay, which Hiſtory exhibits of all theſe, have 


_ been ever reckoned by the beſt judges, _— the richeſt . 


; ſources of inſtruction and enter lainment. 


* 


On 
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On both accounts; we would alſo recommend books of 
55 Voyages and Travels; a favourite ſtudy of the celebrated 


Mr. Locke. How amuſing to curioſity | How enlarging to 
our proſpects of mankind! How conducive to cure the con- 
_ trated prepoſſeſſions of national pride, and-withal to in- 


ſpire gratitude for the peculiar bleſſings beſtowed upon our 


country; to excite on one fide pity towards the many 
millions of human beings, left by myſterious heaven in ig- 
noranoe and barbarity, and to beget on the other, admira- 


tion of the virtues and abilities diſplayed by numbers of 
theſe under all the . that 1 5 718 to darken and 


overwhelm them. 


* 


Here too we would Aden G as | doſely con- 


nected with both the former; as often uſeful in converſa- 
tion; and in which a competent ſkill may be acquired with ö 


little application, but much nee 


Theſe ſeveral tudies, tw. which may be added ths prin- 
cipal facts, or great out- ſines of Aſtronomy, are beau- 


tiful; and they are improving. Some of them preſent 
the moſt intereſting ſcenes; all contain the. moſt pleaſing 


diſcoveries. They open and enlarge the mind; they di- 


late and humanize the heart; they remind us that we are 
citizens of the univerſe; they ſhew us how ſmall the part 


that we fill in the immenſe orb of being. Amidſt the am- 
plitude of ſuch contemplations, ſuperfluous trifles ſhrink 


away; wealth and grandeur * hide their diminiſhed heads;“ 
a generous ambition riſes in the thoughtful mind, to ap- 
prove itſelf to the all- inſpecting eye of Him to whom 
none of his works are indifferent, but to whom thoſe only 


can be acceptable, that, under the uncertainty and imper- 


fection of ſublunary ching, ſeek their mere n 
and glory, in doing well” | -: 


Permit me ny whence it i proecds that ſtudies the 
| 92 f 1 theſe 
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theſe are neglected by the generality of your: ſex 7 Is it 15 
cauſethey are not calculated to inflame the fancy and flatter | 
the paſſions; or becauſe to reliſn them to purpoſe, requires 
ſome degree of ſolidity and judgment But did not the 
preacher ſay, that there were women who are no way 
deficient in theſe latter qualities? He did, and therefore 


- | pleaſes himſelf with the hope, that the hints now of- 


fered, may imprint conviction on ſuch, where there has 


beenan OO and encourage perſeverance where: there 


# 


W to works 11 imagination, it is ee on all hands, that 
the female mind is diſpoſed to be peculiarly fond of them; 
and furely when-blended with inſtruQtion, ſo as to be ren- 
dered more immediately ſubſervient to it, they have a par- 
ticular claim to your attention. In this view, we muſt not 
forget to recommend Fables, Viſions, Allegories, and ſach 
ke compoſitions, where Fancy ſports under the controul 
© of Reaſon; Dramatic Writings alſo, where truth of 
| character, and purity of thought are preſerved ; 
| (of theſe laſt, how conſiderable the number I) Pagtry 
of all kinds, where a ſtrict regard i is paid to decorum, 
but chiefly of the ſublimer forms, where Nature, Virtue, 
Religion, painted and embelliſhed with all the beauty of a 
chafte, yet elevated imagination.— What a field is here 
opened within the reach, and adapted to the turn of female 
faculties! What a profuſion of intellectual ornament is 
ſpread before you, for memory to collect, and for reflexion 
to work upon ! How many ſprightly, delightful, and lofty 
ideas do here paſs before the mental eye, all dreſſed in the 
brighteſt colours ! How ſtrangely. inexcuſable muſt thoſe 


: be, WhO complain at any time of want of amuſement, 


when the genius and invention of every illuminated age, 
have taken ſuch happy pains to ſupply the nobleſt 1 


| occafion to ſpake of them ſo largely in 2 former 


—_— 


I 85 nothing now of Novels and Romances, wa 1 


s. vl. with IntelleAual Accompliſhments. 12 


diſcourſe. But 1 muſt not omit to recommend thoſe 
admirable productions of the preſent century, which turn 
principally on the two great hinges of ſentiment and 
character; joining deſcription to precept, and preſenting in 
particular the moſt animated ſketches of modern manners, 
where the likeneſs is caught warm from life ; while the 
powers of fancy, wit and judgment, combine to expoſe vice 
and folly, to enforce reformation, and in ſhort, but ſpi- 
rited eſſays, to convey the rules of domeſtic wiſdom and 
daily conduct. I need not here name the SpeQator, or 


thoſe who have followed him with various ſucceſs in the 


ſame track ; many of them ingenious, ſome of them maſ- 
terly writers. How much are both ſexes indebted to their 
clegant pens, for a ſpecies of inſtruction better fitted per- 
haps than moſt others of human device, to delight and im- 
prove at the ſame moment ; ſuch is its extent, its diverſity 
its familiarity, its eaſe, its 1. 5 18 manner, its immediate 
reference to ſcenes and circumſtances with which we are 
every day converſant 1 


 Warks: of this kind are e PATTIE to allure 
the lively and the gay, who are not yet delivered over to 
licentiouſneſs. Hardly indeed will girls, for inſtance, who 
mean no ill, but whoſe fancies are all alive and reſtleſs, 
ſubmit to have their underſtanding attired at Wiſdom's 
glaſs ; if lovely forms and ſmiling images be not often 
reflected from thence, to detain the eye, and captivate the 
heart. In reality, none of you, my dear hearers, can be 
too well acquainted with thoſe approved maſters of life, 
thoſe able teachers of decorum, thoſe ſingular ſucceſsful 


\ painters of truth and morality. Let me adviſe you to 


dwell on their pictures, to imbibe their ſentiments, to 
repleniſh your minds with that inex hauſted fund of ſtories 
and examples which. they have furniſhed. You cannot fail 
of improving under ſuch tutors. | They too will provide 
you with a touch-ſtone, by which to judge of other 
Kaen and while . are Fm I tor ann, as 
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for hid treaſures, to ſeperate between the pare ore and the 
oy .. | 9 


| Thhould.tiot L this becifion do juſtice to a oY if 
1 did not fay, that ſuch books as thoſe laſt· mentioned are; 
in a partieular degree, proportioned to the ſcope of your 
capacities. Of this I ameertain, that amongſt women of 
| ſenſe, I have diſcovered an uncommon penetration in what 
relates to characters, an uncommon dexterity in hitting 
them offthroughtheir ſeveral ſpecifie diſtinctions, and evenni- 
er diſeriminations, together with a race of fancy, anda fund 
of what may be ſtrictly termed Sentiment, or a pathetic 
manner of thinking, which I have not ſo frequently met 
with in men. It ſhould ſeem that Nature, by her liberality 
to the female mind in theſe reſ] pe, has ſeen fit to compenſate 
what has been judged a defect in point of depth and force; 
and a real defect, I believe, it is, if eſtimated abſolutely. 
If eſtimated with a due regard to the deſign and formation of 
the ſex, it ought to be conſidered as no defect at all. 


. A ⁵ ² . 


TY 


have already hiated, that to men and women . AL 
mighty has allotted very different provinees, on the filling 
of which with ſuitable kinds of ability and excellence de- 
pends, under his conduct, the proper perfection and wel- 
fare of each. In all I have ſaid therefore, or may yet ſay, | 
concerning Female Accompliſhments, I would be Qiillun- 20 
derſtood, as reeommending what is refined in ſtudy, and 7 
ulſeful in the milder modes of life; not what is profound in 
the former, or of no material advantage in the latter. This / 
hinders not, however, but that thoſe ladies, whom Na- | 
ture, not confining herſelf to her cuſtomary operations, has - 
endowed with any ſignal ſtrength o of genuis, | may, if fa- 
1 voured alſo by their ſituation, give way to that original 
6 bent, by proſecuting ſeverer ſtudies to every prudent 
il length. I ſay, to every Prudent Length. For ſhould 
F theyp a their eg ſo far x as to burt their more ten- 


9 2 a ·— ww 


1 to PR thoſ family duties for which the ſex 
are chiefly intended, or to impair thoſe ſofter graces that 


give them their higheſt luſtre; nothing, I think, can be - 
more apparent than that, in ſuch caſes, they would relin- 


quiſh their juſt ſphere, for one much leſs amiable, and 
much leſs beneficial. - But neither from this, nor from 
what was advanced immediately before, does it follow, 
that, in what relates to the acquiſitions of the mind, wo- 
men in general may not purſue ſtudies that are ſolid, as 
well as en 3 . leads me to 2 f 


in e cons: that the moſt ks ads bak 
of Natural and Moral Philoſophy ſhould engage ſome por- 


tion of your time. That they are ſo ſeldom, and ſo light- - 


ly thought-of, you muſt allow me to ſay, is a melancholy. 


reflexion. Does Creation through her infinitely extended, 
and infinitely diverſified ſcenery, . diſplay innumerable 


wonders? Have theſe been traced with ſkill and accuracy, 
by many learned, and many laborious hands? Are they 
laid open to you, and almoſt preſſed upon you, from eve- 
ry quarter? For of Natural Philoſophy, I conſider Na- 
tural Hiſtory as a part. And can ye with a giddy eye turn 


away from this glorious ſpectacle, to gaze on the meaneſt 


ornament of beauty, or the ſillieſt pageant of ou ; 
thus poorly, not to ſay impiouſly, proſtituting that admi- 


ration which ought to be Eg: _— to the works 


of Journ Creator? = 


Are the great wid na 3 of Conſcience, ih 
maxims of a wiſe and worthy behaviour, the duties you 


owe to the Supreme of Beings, to your fellow-crcatures, 


and yourſelves z the rules neceſſary for the government of 


your own minds in particular, or for the management of 
thoſe that may be hereafter committed to your care; are 


theſe mighty conſiderations, unfolded and enforced as they | 
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Ver are theſe, 1 ſay, matters of ſo little concern with 
you, that the buſineſs of contriving ſome petty circum- 

"Gs of dreſs, or the care of ſettling ſome fooliſh party of 


pleaſure, ſhall be e in almoſt es caſe of 1 89980 


en — 
' Ee: Here, I * ob it is difficult to rojeoſs: 1 Mow 


of indignation. Here I cannot deny, but the feelings of 
contempt, mixed with-thoſe of compaſſion, are in ſome 
danger of baniſhing the fayourable ideas we entertain of 


7 

y 

Four ſex, when ſeen. in happier points of light..-For ; 

ond ſhame, Ladies, let not this reproach reſt on you any lon- | 7 

ger. Haſtento vindicate your reputation from the infamy : 

of impertinence and nonſenſe. Be ambitious to demon- 
ſtrate, by the moſt ſubſtantial proofs, that you are capable ! 

1 ol better things than the placing of a ribbon, or adjuſting 5 
} „an head- dreſs, than the glittering in an aſſembly-room, or B 
pPlrattling at a tea-table. Be all ardour to emulate thoſe ex- b 
_ cellent ones of your ſex, who, without affecting to deſpiſe K 

any thing that is innocently female, diſcover in their con- Ir 

verſation among their friends, a mind devoted to wiſdom, | ye 
anderinobled by knowledge. W | . | 


The duty and advantage of 1 5 the 3 — 
; n books of the moſt ſerious and devotional ſtrain, I will 
take another occaſion to conſider, But, I think, I hear 
you exclaiming that, though Gop has given you the capa- 
cities of intellectual improvement, men have denied vou 
| the Opportunities of it. Let us therefore proceed to exa- 
mine how this matter ſtands, which was 


"Du ſecond tiny”; -If your ates be 3 founded, 
| you are certainly objects of pity, inſtead of blame. If the 


men, jealous of dominion, do really ſeek to depreſs the wo- 

men, by keeping them in a ſtate of ignorance, they are 

furely guilty of equalcruelty and meanneſs. But though 
nn, be a very common. one, and very popular 

TY with 


& CY 


with your ſex, 1 muſt take the liberty of ſaying, that it ap- 
pears to me without any foundation, adequate to the bit- 


terneſs with which it has been wy or to the N . 


1 which ta _ _ [oy mt 


- 


That our winde are often” much e at Annes; 8 
ed perhaps yet more at many Boarding | 

But are 

Then, what 


that they are negle : 
ſchools, we readily admit, and heartily regret. 
you nevertheleſs deſirous of knowledge? 
ſhall hinder you from attaining it? Is there any law or 


ſtatute by which you are prohibited, under ſevere pains and 
penalties, to read or to think, if you be ſo minded? Book? 
ydu have, or may have, on every ſübject that is proper 
for you. This is not a country where theſe are ſcarce; . 


where friendſhip, | if permitted, will not ſupply, or where 
Benevolence, if aſked, will not lend them. 
pleaſed to remember too, that the price of one expenſive 


gown, or of one ſhining toy, will at any time . furniſh a 
little library of the beſt authors. Nor does it appear, that 
you are at a loſs to find as many plays and riovels, as the 
But in fact there are 
few young ladies, who are not tolerably provided with _ 
books uſeful as well as amuſing: and in thoſe wh are. not . 
under the neceſſity of earning their bread, it is both an 
idle and unthankful pretence, to plead that they want ei- 
ther opportunity © or leiſure 1255 N th one _y befitting By 


moſt inſatiable avidity 6an devour. 


their ſex. þ bl 5 


Not to ſpeak of 1 tens hl uh 60 On ; lily | 
they might, and that, for ſo many reaſons, they ought to 
redeem from endleſs viſitings and other follies; what is 
there to prevent their reading alternately to one another, 


when cuſtom or conveniency engages them at work toge- 


ther? Such an exerciſe would not only enlarge the ſtock - - 
of ideas in each individual, but alſo preſent materials on _ 


which their minds + operate, with an energy quick- 


; with bucher lum. g. 131 | 
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ati „ « As iron ge iron, ſo 
<< doth the face of a woman her friend.” You, my fair 
pupils, cannot be offended, that to ſuit the quotation to 
the argument, I ſhould here read Woman for Man. Hou 
ſmoothly have I ſeen thoſe hours ſteal away, which were 
thus employed in a little ring of intelligent females, all 
# py * to 27 0 . and be improved 1 8 each 
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accompliſhment, that of reading well; and to 
; this es Eonar, it is to be aſcribed, atleaſt in part, 
that there are not a few women who poſſeſs it in no con- 
temptible degree, and that there are ſome who read de- 
lightfolly. It is likewiſe pobable, in ſome meaſure, owing 
to that fine feeling of nature and of ſentiment, which 
| may be ſuppoſed to reſult from the delicacy of their or- 
gans. If, inthe exerciſe I ſpeak of, they are often defici- . 
ent, where force and vehemence are requiſite, to that 
very delicacy it is obvious to impute it ; and alſo perhaps 
d their running too commonly into a monotony, which 
their teachers have not taken ſufficient pains to corre. 
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Having touched on this head, I will take feave to remark 
by the way, that nothing, as I apprehend, can be more 
erroneous, than to begin the ſtudy of what may be termed 
the Art of Reading, with poetry chiefly. For by the 
flow and harmony of the numbers, a learner is carried 
inſenſibly into che repetition of thoſe muſical tones, 
that chance to ſeize the ear with particular delight; from 
. which. the voice, once got into the ſame ſtrain, cannot 
without a ſtruggle perſuade itſelf to break away; a prin- 
Tipal ſource of the evil of monotony, where it has not been 
contra &ed by bad example, and where the ſenſe of an 
author is underſtood or attended to. Where it is not, the 
e ener be nan, m_ SN nd OS 
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Now to prevent « or n 15. Mc evil, the moſt 
likely method, I oonoeive, would be to begin with fre- 
quently reading aloud thoſe productions in proſe of which 
the ſty le is plain and eaſy, ſuch as unadorned Narrative, 
ſhort Stories, Familar Epiſtles ; but principally thofe that 
approach neareſt to the language of converſation, fuch ay | 
Dialogues, and the beft Dramatic Writings ; mixing for a 
conſiderable time, nothing that is verſified, and endeavour- 
ing to ſupport the voice with firmneſs and fimplicity till 
you have formed a habit of ſo doing. Then by ſlow and 
almoft imperceptible progreſſion, you ſhould advance to 
what is more varied, rhetorical, and raifed ; fuch as 
Allegories, Orations, Moral and Religious Diſcourſes; and 
Eſſays of the pathetic kind, together with the moſt. 
beautiful and elevated parts of Holy Writ; keeping to 
theſe, till your voice has acquired flexibility, expreſſion, and 
energy. After repeated and patient efforts in this way, 
you may proceed with ſucceſs. to reading and reciting 
pieces of poetry, in different ſtyles; ſetting out with thoſe 
where there is leaſt, and riſing gradually to thoſe where 
there is moſt of the tender, the impaſſioned, and the ſub⸗- 
me. Need 1 add, that all this ſhould be praQtifed in the 
frequent hearing, and under the kind n en, 85 
ae egg X e 


e OW the en oy 3 an \ 
troubleſome... Do ye? Go, chou triſter, and be aſhamed _ 
of thy folly —T6 negleR the ſtudy of thynative Engliſh, the - 
was uſe of which, Joined to ſentiment and knowledge, 
| tender thy | converſation charming; and yet 

contentedly to puzzle thy filly head, with learning a little 
imperfect French, which it is, a hundred to one if ever 
thou ſhalt have occafion to uſe how prepoſterous and fſu- 
tile! To the language laſt named, I am no enemy: Lonly 
blame its een ſo large a place in the female education 
of this country. N women of N the ſaldien has 
. „ made 
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| 24 5 on Female Fi na, 5 TY | 8. VI. 


N made it neceffary.. But what can be more ridiculous than 
to ſee our city girls, not excepting the daughters of plain 


” tradeſmen and honeſt mechanics, taught for years together, | 


at great expence, a ſmattering of that which ſoon after they 


leave the Boarding-fchool is generally forgotten; While 
they are left ignorant of the ſuperior beauties, and ol. rs. | 


nunciation of their mother-tongue ? 


I mentioned the celine of Reciting elles With bk 
lation to this, I would only fay, that I do not wiſh a young | 
woman to indulge Ft in any company, that is not very 
private and choſen indeed; how much ſoe ver it is to be 


deſired, that ſhe ſhould ſtore her memory with ſome of 
the moſt ſelect ſentiments, and ſtriking deſvriprions, _ 
the beſt * both i in youre and ole: f 


. 8 
. 


on this laſt e 10 led to b 5 for a 
diſengaged hour, there can be few occupations of greater 


entertainment or utility, than that of imprinting on the 
mind thoſe paſſages from any good author, which happen 
to pleaſe and affect more than ordinary; either by repea- - 


ting them often at the time, till they are got by heart, or 


by writing them down, or ſometimes hy doing both, The 


advantages of ſuch à practiſe are ſufficiently apparent. 
Would it be one of the leaſt, think ye, that the attention 
of her who was thus employed, would be often turned 
from viewing and admiring her perſon or dreſs in the mir- 
ror, to the contemplation of T ruth and Rig 77 0 fixing 
* their fair and venerable i image in her r foul? 5 A ank 


8 75 : '* 8 
. 


Beſide the ſeyeral oppottymities, * 3 eee Vi 


e I muſt not forget to add, that in all probability 


there are few young women who are not, or who may not 


de, accquainted with ſome perſons of both ſexes, endowed 
alike with worth and capacity, that would take the higheſt 


pleaſure, by their converſation and counſel, to ald ihem 


5 the purſuit of e j whjchbrings.o me to conſider, 


ili 
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5 te « laſt ate ft Toy: aero ha want. 4 , 3 
3 . to that-purſuit. Who are they then that ſeek 
| to diſcourage you; I have read of fooliſh mothers, that 
would not ſuffer: their daughters to read, leſt. they ſhould 
4 dim the luſtre of their eyes, or ſpoil the bloom of their com- 
plexions. But I, have never met with one, that ſeriouſly 
carried her folly ſo far. On the other hand, 1 have known 
parents not a few, who, though they had ne taſte for 
knowledge themſelves, would yet ſpeak with the a | 


n Rion of « aa that, n e ook 


But eee friend's bar 8 
ſuſpect ber of being what the world ſty les in deriſion, a 
Learned Lady. Indeed? Is this then a oliaracter ſo very 
eaſily acquired, that you are in danges of it the moment 
you emerge from the depth of gnorance, . and begin to 
think and ſpeak like a reaſonable being ?v You are over 

haſty in-your apprehenſion. A Learned Lady is by no 
means a creature that we run the Tiſk of being often ſhock- 
ed with. For my on part, I have never; ſitialy ſpeak- 
ing, ſeen ſuch a one; and when at any time I have met 
with what approgched to that character, I muſt profeſs, 'T 
found nothing to excite terror. But poſſibly you mean a 
ſmatterer in learning. There, indeed, I join with you'in 
| viſhing you _ never incur the we res { (hs ig 37 x 
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"That'n men are be ebe er at Female pe lantry, is very cer- wo 
tain. A woman that affects to diſpute, to decide, to dictate 
on every ſubject; that watches or makes opportunities of 
; throwing out ſeraps of literature, or ſhreds of philoſophy, | 
in every company ; that engroſſes the converſation, as if 
ſhe alone were qualified 1 to entertain; that betrays, 1 
ſhort, a boundleſs intemperance of tongue, together with an 
eee * for . by the ipſender, of 
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a On Female Virtun, 8. vn. 
her ſuppoſed talents; ſuch a woman is 4 inſufferable, 


At firſt, perhaps, ſhe may be confidered merely as an ob- 
ject of ridicule ;- but ſhe: ſoon grows into an object of 


a verſion. Be aſſured however, that, where a character 
ſo unnatural appears, it is not the effect of too much 


knowledge, but of too little. The deep river flows on 
with a noble ſtillneſs, while the ſhallow ſtream runs bab- 
bling along. Suſpicious of her own deficienoy, the Pedant 
ve deſeribe, ſuſpec̃ts leſt you ſhould diſcover it; but inſtead | 
of learning caution from that conſciouſneſs, * ſhe ſtrives to 
dazzle you with the little ſhe does know: Or elſe, what 


is more probable, elated with that which to her circumſcri- 


bed view appears great, ſhe cannot reſtrain herſelf from 
diſplaying it on all oceafions; when farther progreſs, and 
higher ground, would have taught her modeſty, by ſhow- | 
ing her immenſe regions of matey Oy: a5 1 80 


; ago had no ee before, © 4 


+616 Ca* 30 . 155 Ok 2 : 
1 * fact, ed that bs PR Sores of cither th are 
the leaſt oftentatious. It will ever be ſo, where erudition 


lp is accompanied with judgment, and matured by reflexion. 


Take care to preſerve ſober ſenſe, and unaſſuming manners: 
far from giving diſguſt by literary attainments, to any per- 
ſon whoſe regard is of moment, you will give pleaſure to 

every thinking man and woman of your acquaintance, 
I am even inclined to believe that, when in converſation 

you claim no kind of pre-eminence, but inſtead of preten- . 

ding to teach are willing to learn, inſtead of oourting ap- 

pflauſe, are read) Oconfer it, inſtead of proudly directing 

are content quietly to follow the current of diſcourſe, 5 

every creature living will be delighted with your deport- 

ment, will liſten with attention, and even deference, to 

one who has thus learnt, that the nobleſt ANON of | 
e e is ſupe rior humility, 3 
Nou ndeed there may be an invidious fe- 
male, who vince : bear to ſee 2 outdone. But that b 
| is 


8 vu. an InelleAul — 6 x 37 


is; 4 din ed will only add to your exaltation; 
vrhile every one elſe will be tempted, for the ſake of mor- bo 
tify ing her, to pay the more reſpeC to you. Be this as it 
| mays the notion that letters are apt to generate ſelf-con- 
ceit, a it cannot be denied, that the abuſe of _ 
has often done ſo, will in thoſe of the leaſt candour or 
diſcernment, ſerve to heighten eſteem for her, who con- 
ſiders an excellent undeſtanding, as only next in value to 
an excellent temper. If on an any occaſion it ſhould hap- 
pen, that the fooliſh or the worthleſs of one ſex, or of the 
other, are prejudiced againſt: a young woman for difcove- 
ring, though without parade, a cultivated mind, what 
then? Is not the ſingle plaudit of a real Juegos err to - 
ne a whole n of n PE i 


— 


— 


1 ' Eu br 8 FE 2 8 LA CR <a 
IN gra <7 n „ Res oe. os — — 4 4 bh l l 


| But you. "will aſk, Do we not often ſee Kanon) idiots 7 
_ complimented and careſſed by thoſe men, from whom bet- 
ter things might be expeQed; while the moſt accompliſh- 
ed women in the ſame company, ſhall be overlooked, if 
deſtitute of perſonal charms ? The fact cannot be diſſem - 
bled, and far be it from me to juſtify ſuch partiality. 
There is in beauty a magic, which certainly does enchant _ 
for a time the generality of beholders: But this will byno 
means excuſe the injuſtice of neglecting merit in thoſe who 
want that advantage. Let it be remembered, however, 
that the triumph of their rivals is commonly, like that of 
| the wicked, ſhort. The ſpell on which it is founded, is 
ſoon broke. Men, at leaſt of any ſignificance, are ſeldom 
long in recovering their ſenſes. The admiration raiſed 
by a ſet of features, or the tincture of a ſkin,” is often 
by the witleſſneſs of the poſſeſſor, thrown down in an in- 
ſtant. The witchoraft of a fair outſide, is always diſpelled 
by familiarity. Nothing can detain affection or fix eſteem, 
: but that kind of beauty, which depends not on fleſh and 
blood. The eaſt degree of underſtanding, will be diſguſted 
at e, ee or W even in the faireſt 
15 | "0 : 
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form. e 3 ontinuall 
nal attractions are continually gaining. A beautiful cha- 
A nsber 4c is as the morning light, that ſhineth more and more 
. unto the perfect day.“ Senſe, ſpirit, ſweetneſs, are immor- 
tal. All beſide © withers like the graſs.” The power of a | 
_ faceto, pleaſe, or indeed to diſpleaſe, is diminiſhed every 
time it is ſeen, When appetite does not predominate; and 
| appetite cannot predominate always, the ſoul will ſeek a 
foul; it will refuſe to be ſatisfied with any thing leſs. If 
it find none, in vain ſhall the brighteſt eye ſparkle, in vain 
mall the ſofteſt ſmile entice. But if a mind appear, and, 
wherever it reſides, a mind will appear, it is recognized, 


. _ admired, and embraced; even though the eye ſhould poſleſs 


no luſtre, and Giles hold at the moment bo baniſhed wy 
| ſorrow. | | | 


PE” "Md Chak 1 bear 1 canh en bee, 

The living fountain i in itſelf contains Fav} 
Of beauteous and ſublime ! Here hand 3 in hand, 1 | . . 

1 5 «Sit ere the * : pl om et 


3 1 cannot conclude this 1 without ane fs Fair 
an opportunity of addreſſing myſelf to ſuch of the men as, 
by direQing their praiſes of young women wholly or chiefly 
to an outward appearance, turn the attention and ſolicitude 
of the little idols ſo ſtrongly that way, as often to occaſion 
- the neglect of thoſe inward perfections which can alone 
give them value. Have you forgotten, Sirs, that what 
they ſee you admire, and hear you applaud, they will be 
induced to think moſt worthy of admiration and applauſe; 
and that on it of courſe they will beſtow their whole or their 
chief care? If you, Who ought. to aſſiſt their judgments, 
and animate their. reſolutions, in what relates to the con- 
duct of life, be accuſtomed to pay your main homage to 
their perſons, their perſons they likewiſe wil] adore,” Beau- 
ty with them will conſtitute Merit; and every other en- 


* dowment, will be employed as, a handmaid to dre e i chat, 1 


not 


1 J vil. th 2 . FX 159 


not as a SIR t. fell i... . | Accordingly: [ fear, that to your 
ſcore: muſt be charged many errors of the ſex, often leſs 


2 juſtly imputed. to them. "Thoſe errors, I am ſure, it would . 


become you: to prevent, or to correct at the ſource, by 
pointing out to them what, in your wiſer hours, you want 


and wiſh them to be; and what, when they are, will not 


kal i captivate love, to command eie, and to add : 
5 r to both. 3 | fl | 


| | Conſider, 1 beſceth you, Kg 1 it vill be 
| for you, inſtead of corrupting the fair, to mend them; inſtead | 

9 perverting their ideas, to lead their taſte to knowledge | 
and elegance, to worth and delicacy, to humility and 

5 meekneſs; things which in your inmoſt ſouls you cannot 


but prize, whenever you meet with them in an amiable 


woman, and of which you are ſegretly convinced the abſence 
cannot be compenſated by any advantages of form or fea- 
ture, any decoration of faſhion or ſhow. How much no- 
bler the power to ſave, than the power to deſtroy ! How 
much ſweeter the praiſe of being eſteemed men of virtue 
and ſentiment, the friends and patrons of the ſex, advocates 
for their true intereſt, and zealous to promote it, than that 
of being; looked upon as ſmooth- tongued courtiers, or good- 
natured trillers ! To flatter a giddy girl into good humour, 
or even tenderneſs, by telling her. perpetually how . hand- 
ſome or how fine ſhe is, requires no capacity. Every. 
empty fellow, every frivolous. dangler, every wretch of a 
paraſite: can do the ſame. But to engage the eſteem of a 
woman of principle and diſcernment, to preſerve that eſteem 


and even to enſure in her breaſt a ſilent teſti mony, 0 on 5 = 


have contributed to eſtabliſh this principle, and to improve 
this diſoernment is triumph indeed ! Thoſe coxcombs that 
in truth make no diſtinction, but yet would perſuade every 5 


young thing they ſee, that her face, her ſhape, her dreſs, : 1 
her air, ſurpaſs thoſe of all her ſex; and after throwing 


| her into ecſtaſies of "felf-complacence, go away and laugh” 
| to their e ee a ee 8 
| Concerning 


1 


Fl 


| rage] . | On Female Virtur. 8. vn. 


„Sendet many of you, my bia 1 . better 


things. Nor do 1 mean by aught 1 have faid, rigidly to 
preclude every degree of compliment in converſation with 


the fair fex. l am for commending with moderation, what 


s commendable ; for acknowledging with prudence, what 


is pleafing. Young minds ought to be encouraged. In 


every young mind there is ſomething good. An agreeable 


appearance is certainly engaging. Truth will never deny 
it: courteſy will readify own it. But then under the ſhel- 


ter of kind approbation, ſalutary counſel may be admitted. 


Wiſdom may be found a welcome gueſt, when introduced 


Dy affection I was going to ſay, that vanity may be ſuc- 
 eefſsfully turned againſt itſeff. But why ſhould the love of 
| honeft praiſebe deemed vanity ? Even tell your female friends 

that you do eſteem them for whatever in their characters is | 


eftimable. Tell them without exaggeration, but gene- 


vouſſy at the fame time, what that is. Deſcribe with com- 


. placence the qualities and accompliſhments, which you 
have ever held moſt truly attractive, which it is in their 


power to acquire, and which it will be their glory to poſſeſs. 
I they have beauty, be not afraid to add how alluring it 


appears, when illuminated by ſenfe, and arrayed by virtue. 
I they have none, remind them freely that ſenſe, and vir- 
tue have often borne away the palm from the fineſt figure 


that ever Flattery deified, if deftitute of thoſe living and 
—_ graces. 
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Ga Wiſin, het Under flanking =Perſake 1 her te 

fall preſerve thee: hoe her, and ſbe ſhall keep theem 
Exalt her, and ſbe ſhall promote thee—She ſball give to thy 
. e 


CO 


the anhappy conſequencre inthe conduct of both ſexes? 


Orla of Intelleftual FR = . 
remains to be ſaid. At a time when they are neglected by 
ſo many women, who, if they read at all, read only for a 
little tranſient amuſement, they cannot ſure, conſidering 


their importance, be inculcated too ſtrongly. They may, 
it is true, be perverted. What is there of the greateſt 
moment, that may not? Becauſe works fit only for the 
veil of darkneſs have been wrought in the face of day, 
does it follow that. © light is not ſweet, or that it is not a 
pleaſant thing © for the eyes to behold the ſun;“ or that 
benefits innumerable are not derived to mankind from the 
reſplendent luminaries of Nature? Were theſe extinguiſhed 
what were this world? And what, think ye, muſt be that 
mind, where all is enveloped: in a night of ignorance? 
For the ſoul,” ſays Solomon, © to be without knowledge 
is not good.” Of ſo great a defect do we not ſee every day 


wu r yours, my beloved ſiſters, I am willing 8 
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tudes bf women, not to their being altogether unacquaints 
ed with the main outlines of their duty, traded by the hand 


of Gop on every heart a little more or a little lefs clearly; 3 
but to their want of that reliſh for knowledge, and of thoſe 


attainments in it, which certainly tend to exclude many 


temptations, and to fortify againſt the influence of others. 
On this account, I muſt again and again urge the Culture 
of your minds. Your Virtue, yout Sobriety is intimately 
concerned in it. That ſhall be my firſt argument: its con- 
nex ĩon with your dignity or figure i in life ſhall be my ſe- 
cond; and my third ſhall turn on its uſefulneſs to promote 
your comfort and felicity; conſiderations ſurely that merit 
your attention. I pray Gos to bleſs them for your im- 
ns.” VVV 


a tendency to exclude many temptations. To what dan- 


what habits may corrupt innocence, When firſt entered 
on, it is very poſſible that no evil is intended. For that 


When Vice begins to unveil her daring front, Conſoience 


* 


to impute much of the folly and miſery that een . | 


1 tons with thewi ing, that the fntelleflual Accomplith 
ments bficfly delineated in the preteding diſcourſe will have 


gerous reſources are the generality of young "women dri- 
ven by the love of pleaſure and amuſement, ill directed! 
Having formed no taſte for thoſe that ariſe from reading, 
writing, agreeable reflections, and rational converſation; 5 
their paſſions, naturally ardent, fly without previous exami- 
nation to every object which flatters that ardour by promi- 5 
ſing all the vivacity of joy. In this career, it is not dif 
ficult to conceive what ſnares may entrap beauty, and 


very reaſon none is ſuſpe&ed ; and this confidence betrays. ; 


is ſtartled, and ſhrinks from the monſter. But curioſity, 
opportunity, importunity, the flatteries of ſelf-deceit, the 
dreams of youthful fancy, the bias of faſhion, the fear of _ 
banter ſhould. they venture to oppoſe; all theſe congut 
with the powers of darkneſs i in AT the poor unexpe- 
| rienced Ez 
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"as een and to courſes, of which the bare 

idea filled them at a diſtance with horror, familiarity at laſt 
reconciles them; if not ſo far as to procure real or tho- 

rough approbation, far endugh however to engage perſeve- ; 
rance, attended with a feeling of remorſe that gradually | 

 abates, till they are often inextricably n in a thick- 

et of guilt and wretchedneſs, - CS” 
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What guitabors of miſerable beings ir ire tow loſt: there, 
| whoſe firſt deviations were occaſioned by nothing more 
than a deſire of eſcaping from inactivity or dulneſs to ſome - 


- * 5 þ 


— 


extremities of guilt and its intermediate ſtages, is among 
the moſt natural miſtakes of a mind deſtitute of knowledge, — 
Of this internal light one of the greateſt advantages is, to "0 
throw ſuch illumination on virtue and vice through all their 
eſſential, and even many of their minute diſtinctions, 
as to make them be diſcerned with clearneſs, and felt with _ 
conviction; while there riſe up to view-nameleſs beauties 
in Hobel, and nameleſs deformities in ſin, that paſs un- 
heeded by the dim inattentive eye of an underſtanding unin- 
formed. This delicacy of perception alone, in a breaſt 
| 125 yet e by evil worn” will create a ſalutary 


j 
thing that might divert or employ ! ! Buthad an early love he 
of books prevented this languor, by furniſhing at home a * a 
harmleſs and varied entertainment, ſuch as was adapted. to b 9 | 
give play even to the livelieſt imagination, there had been | 1 
evidently much leſs inducement to ſeek it abroad; and ma- 2 

ny a ſoul that is at this day hurrying on to deſtruction, 8 1 
might probably, in that eaſe, have been walking with Fi 
Wiſdom and Happineſs. Nor would I have you think, £3 

that I ſpeak of thoſe only, who have broke through all the 1 

reſtraints of decorum. "There are a thouſand tracks leading 1 
to ſin and woe, beſide that infamous road to FER the en, 4 
of public cenſure i is pointed. 155 1 
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dread of many purſuits and connex ions chat often prove ex- | 
ceedingly hurtful. In general, it ſeems obvious, that by 


Bow much more we are acquainted with our duty, by ſo. ; 


much the juſter apprehenſions we ſhall have of its. impor- 
tance, and by ſo much the greater capacity for performing 


But the grand uſe of an affection for knowledge, as to 
the point before us, is that of preventing idleneſs and diſ- 
fipation, which it certainly does where ſuch affeQioff is 
properly regulated; and this cannot be repeated too fre- 
quently, nor preſſed tos powerfully. The human mind 
was made for action. In virtuous action conſiſts its high- 
. eft enjoyment. It will not, it cannot continue long unem- 
3 eſpecially during the ſprightly ſeaſon of youth. 
Even feeble age find its principle delight in recollecting the 
days of juvenile activity, and rehearſing the enterpriſes 
Which diſtinguiſhed that happy period. But now there are 
many young ladies whoſe ſituation does not ſupply a ſphere 
af domeſtic excerciſe ſufficient to fill up that part of their 
time, which is not neceſſarily appropriated to female occu- 
pations and innocent amuſements. What then ſhall they 
do with it, or with themſelves, if books be not called in 
to their aſſiſtance? Purſue the enquiry in you own minds. 
Many of you, alas! are but too well qualified to purſue it, 
can but too well imagine the inſipid, fooliſh, and even 
pernicious expedients, which under thoſe circumſtance 
eder . for killing time and n. 


Ie eruth, it cannot appear ſurpriling to ſee. thoſe who. 
| have no notion of internal entertainment, hunting after fa- 
ſhionable diverſions. For my part, I am only ſurpriſed 
when thoſe who from a better education have had - oppor- 
tunities of knowing what an extent and diverſity of ideas . 
and imagery, of information the moſt grateful to the mind, 8 
e . the moſt ae to the heart, * 

. fo | 


8. vnn. A . 22 amn. 25 8: 
found s cb library: when ſuch, 1 Fa do yet 
prefer to all this the hollow neſs as dulneſs, which inſepa= _ 

| rably attend a 3 ee e ee 5 
N N 1 


— 


Bot Lam inclined 1 to Fw 3 a . + 5 
and unwiſe, is ſeldom. made by thoſe laſt mentioned; that : 

| they, who have taſted the pleaſure of converſing intimately = 
with. the beſt authors living and dead, . and from this happy 
commerce. have contrafted an intellectual turn, will not 
be often tempted to mingle. with the unthinking crowd. 
When, for the ſake of. unbending the mind more entirely, 
and avoiding any un ry air of ſingularity, they do 
at any time join it; the ſame turn will contribute to Rey 
ſerve them Tom the ſeduQtion of vie and 1 


It is not to be Goal. chat Rom the head to 1 1 
the diſtance, in a moral reckoning, i is often immenſe ; 8 
between ſublimity of idea and ele vation of conduct there is 
no neceſſary connexion : that the fineſt ſentiment, and the 
groſſeſt paſſions have, been obſerved to meet in the ſame 
mind; that our Firſt, Mother was betrayed by the pride of 
knowing z and that the height of capacity in Lucifer, on- 
ly increaſed the fall of that ſon of the morning. All this is 
true, But ſhall we hence infer, that the. defire of know- 
ledge well directed, and wiſely applied, i is not mY ww” 
duce 15 wc impreſſions . | 
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Imagine two young Us of whom one e elbe! in SY 
gant and virtuous ſtudies, the other in faſhionable idleneſs. 
Will you ſay, that the former is equally i in danger with the 
latter of deſcending to vulgar, or to vicious pleaſures.? As yp 
familiarity with perſons of refined manners may be expedt- 

ed to communicate a correſponding refinement : : is it not 
probable, that intimacy with the moſt beautiful compoſiti- 
ons des in oy _w_ —_ a 8 to an ſoul , 
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Vn and Travels. of 


"hes CPN — that this will make * 
whois poſſeſſed of it, aſhamed: herſelf in any thing 
unhandſome; even as it is reaſonable to füppoſe, that 
ſhe who has been genteely bred, will diſdain the thought 
| of a low behaviour? Or, becauſe the natural tendency 
of things is ſometimes croſſed, will ye ſay chat ĩt is there- 
fore deſtroyed? Have ye not heard, "that rule is not over- 


thrown, but rather <confirmed;! by exceptions? Voung 


fe, we know, are oſten corrupted by bad books: and 
have we not fikewiſe kriown' them itripro\ ed'by good ones 

She muſt be deprived: and ſunk" indeed, 'who' from con- 
_ templating the majeſty and happineſs of Virtue in the beſt 
examples, together with the meunneſs and miſery of Vice 
in the worſt, that hiſtory or poetry holds up to view, can 

go away, and in her own deportment countera&' immedi- 

ately the feelings of love and admiration for the one, of 
contempt and abhorrence for the other, which objects of 
this kind muſt unavoidably awaken, She again, who 
| Hould not perceive herfelf prompted to a prudent and ami- 


2 9 g% 


able demeanour, or guarded. againſt the contfaty, by thoſe 


pictures of diſcretion and excellence on one hand, of levity 
and worthleſſneſs on the other, with which ſentimental 


| and moral writers abound, muſt be abſolutely void of de- 


cency, or of reflexion. To inſtance but in one. ſubject 
more; ſhe mult be wholly given up to trifles that can pur- 
- ſoe them with the ſame fondneſs, after haying her i imagina- 
tion raiſed, and all her faculties expanded,” by thoſe won- 
derful repreſentations. of the works of Gop, which are 
contained i in many books of en and Geogr: phy: 
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But now e to 3 2 young, Py whoſe 


underſtanding 1 is utterly uncultivated. What is there to 


correct her paſſions, or to govern her pratiſe? ? Whatis there 
to direct her in her choice of companions, and diverſions; $ 
to guard her againſt the follies of her own ſex, and the arts 
of ours; in ſhort, to prevent her falling into any or every 


- 
= 1 * p 


1 dat i is or may be laid for her? pps her to 
have received from nature the ſeeds of common ſenſe. 
Do theſe require no attention to raiſe them? or is this moſt 
uſeful plant to be reared without the aid of experience? 
But where, or how, is that to be obtained by a girl? Muſt | 
ſhe diſcover the wiles and wickedneſs of libertines by con- 
verſing with them? Mouſt the learn how to defend againſt 
danger by having run into it; or how to avoid theblandiſh- 
ments of pleaſure by having felt its bitterneſs? By men the 

knowledge of the world is commonly. gathered i in it. Very | 
different from the ſituation of women is theirs in this reſ- 
pect; and they, it is to be apprehended, often purchaſe a 
little wiſdom at a great expence. . | By entering into any 


company that tempts, engaging in any friendſhip that of. N 0 


fers, or accepting of almoſt any creature that happens to 6 
court them, it is but too well known what miſchiefs a 
number of our young gentlemen incur. A female that acts 
upon the ſame plan is loſt; and ſhe who would effeQually 
eſcape diſhonour and remorſe, reproach and ridicule, muſt. 
endeavour to know the world from books, to collect expe- 
rience from thoſe who have bought it, and to ſhun miſ- 
conduct herſelf by obſerving the calamities it has occaſioned. 3 
to others. But 1 ys 1 
Sees That Mental Aenne were war! importance 
to your dignity and figure in life. Conſider, my dear fiſ- 
ters, how many women are, in a diſcerning eye, leſſened | 
by their extravagant attachment to dreſs and toys, to equi- 
page and oſtentation; in a. word, to all the gaudy apparatus 
of female vanity, together with the endleſsly ridiculous, no 
leſs than frequently fatal conſequences, which theſe draw 
after them.” Conſider how trite and childiſh, men of ſenſe 
' muſt neceſſarily deem thoſe arts, that are daily practiſed 
on our ſex by multitudes of yours; not to ſpeak now of 


worſe enticements. - Conſider the eniptineſs, ben, 5 


and . of their converfation-—how TOES). 
| ak E 2 On Above 


Above all the 8 oonſider the jealouſy mT envy, .the 
mean ſuſpicion and ſhameful malignity, to which we have 
| ſeen the female breaſt enſlaved, and frequently onfhe flight- 
eſt foundation, frequently on no foundation at al how 
de baſing l Now from theſe evils the love of letters, with 
that liberal caſt of thought which they are naturally calcula- 


ted to give, would I am ee be one eee pre- 
ſoryative. 8. 
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A young woman ſo ads” and ſo 83 8 
| will not find leiſure for unneceſſary. trifles and idle parade: 
or if it were. poſſible | ſhe ſhould, a conſcious ſuperiority 
will enable her very much to deſpiſe them. Endowed 
with her powers of pleaſing, ſhe will not find herſelf redu- 
|  cedto the little tricks played off by many of her ſex; In 

| the company of her friends, ſhe muſt ever appear with pe- 
culiar advantage. In other companies, where ſhe leaſt 
thinks of appearing, an agreeable tincture of intelligence, 
an eaſy correQeſs of expreſſion, if it ſhould be proper for 
ber to take any part in the diſcourſe, will ſtill diffuſe 

themſelves. Perhaps too ſhe will deliver herſelf with a 
graceful, though modeſt freedom. Her letters, or any 
other compoſition that may fall from her pen, will be read 
with particular eagerneſs and approbation ; her correſ- 
pondence wil be prized as an honour, and her acquaintance 
courted as a privilege ; attention will hang upon her words, 
and reſpe& follow in her train. Such a woman will know 
how to entertain and charm, beyond the duration of an 
hour. ls it carrying our ideas too far to ſay, that, inall 
probability, an emanation of ſentiment. and ſpirit will be 
viſible in her air and manner, that her mind will radiate in 
SR her eyes? It may not- always, but it will often. With 
; = regard to thoſe vile paſſions before mentioned, which ariſe 
1 from rivalſhip in dreſs, beauty and the like; as ſhe has 
4.18 learnt to value herſelf on better things than the laſt, the firſt 


3 3 vin not have the ſame hol ä 
beſides, I ſuppoſe her to have acquired an enlargement and 
generoſity, which nothing but books, or knowledge of the 


4 


wore or the een of ne piety, c can inſpire. 0 


of the two latter the operation is in 9 
defective, without the concurrence of the former. 'How | 
: improving ſoever an acquaintance with life may be found 


on ſome accounts, there are inſtances, in which it will hurt 4 


the feelings of the heart 3 if theſe be not from time to time 


| ings ſupplied by authors of a candid. ſtrain. It 
is alſo to be remembered, that in matters of religion, a 
zeal without knowledge tis been often deſtruQtive, And is 
always hurtful. But ſuppoſe no ſuch zeal to take place: 
ſuppoſe that meekneſs, as it certainly ought, makes a part, 
and alarge one too, of the pious character in any woman; 


yet without the Teaſonings of 4 good underſtanding, | 


without ſomething of that ſalt and poignaney which 


are derived from writers of taſte and learning, there 5 
will ariſe,” in repeated intercourſe, a ſameneſs and a' flat. 


neſs that muſt diminiſh eſteem though they may not deſtroy 
affection· Add to this, that, on a variety of fubjects, 


ignorance will inevitably produce a poorneſs and vulgarity 


of thinking, which, to PRIN * n ut Hob 


de rather aiczalgel. he „ 


xg" truth, 1 dite we GH be 


| prevent ' or "ark; moſt of thoſe little prejudices, and little 
paſſions, which often hurt the ſex in the opinion of their 


beſt friends. Not to inſiſt on what has been mentioned 5 
ce | heir aſtoniſhing pre poſſeſſion 1 in favour of 


more than 6n« 
Public places, e owing to their want 'of ſomething 


rational and agreeable to employ them at hothe ; what ſhall 


ret weatty ſhow 


we ſay of that abfurd partiality, which \ we 
for well reſſed fops 
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5 has been ſo long, and in moſt inſtances, ſo 
juſtly: a, topic, of |: ſatire 2. Is it poſſible, chat women oh 
could ſhow. ſuch amazingeagerneſs , to be acquainted with pet 
every minute particular in the life, character, dreſs, fortune, 00 
and circumſtances of others, did they poſſeſs a, fund of 
domeſtic entertainment and liberal, converſation ? The 
original principle, by, receiving; a.right direQion; might 
E be turned into a rich ſouro of impro ung Hut 
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e accidents, i unaginary evils, or natural eyents ever 
+ ripe unuſual, which, when carried far, and frequently 
des a 1 . WOMAN | APPEAR quite ſilly, is 
is Prone to ad- 
N 7 and e readily, frells into a Mr 
ſinks into a panick; whereas an enlightened mind is ſel- 
dom wrought, g ſtaſy, eee 1 


terror. 5 1 wih 
The fe coafoging will hold 3 in x relation to the incaps- 
| of keeping ; a ſeerat, with which, your. ſex have been 
ſo often reproached. Thoſe inſignificant females e, who 
are deſtitute. of better. ideas, will, be naturally. tempted to 
give, themſelves gn air. of conſequence, by communicating 
every piece of information which they, happen, to receive 
under the notion of. ſeereſy. « the 4 
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God ute lyon οοEOlk“ned with the faults uf 
thoſe with whom yon have noriconnexion 2 or What call 
have ou to mar upon them, farther than may be neceſ- 
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Geske eb Helabibe! our ndath 5 acquire. | ps | 
from candour; ſweetneſs;oand ſelf-correftion! But thöſe 
qualities are the offspring of felf-knowledge;cand..a com- 
prehenſion. of w hat is wuly: beautiful and becoming; in life. „ 


Let me perſuade you, my beloved pupils, with all Jour im- 


provemefits, * with alf'your gettings, to get theſe two 
b eſſential parts of Underſtan- 
ſult benefits innutnerüble: this among the reſt; they: wilk 
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tentive, and every heart allured: Indeed? Are ye very 
confident, very ſure : Take care vou be not op 
pointed. It. is my duty to tell von, whether you will be. 
lieve it or no, that I have knomn many a man, who, in 
the company of v omen, has, applauded. that which he in- 
wardly deſpiſed; and with hypoeritical rapture 3 
enn where the ſpeakr was prong; Obſequio 


can yo be CO Ai 
Geted os facoor tn Hape 


E —— ton be dn 1 — 4 
mould, and colour wahle mit türe af white; and red; 
Where; alas! is your delioaoy 80% Have ut hol ingen 
pride? Are you ſo very vain! (pride and vanity his dif. 
rent things) ſo very ignorant, Ann > a Lag 
have received, as ſtill to conſtrue flattery into appr 
and ſmiles into attachment? But I intreat yon, reflect. 
When beauty and youth are gone, arid go they Wr. coed 
then? Why, then, all this adulation and obſequiouſmeſ 
will vaniſh with them; and if you be not e ih 
attractions more ſubſtantial and durable, into hat neglect· 
ed n, Nan have the mortification/to en radon 
(Borod. vim hr ghee! 1907 "Orc J 
An Accoinpliſhed Wames wy nexer become an; adde 8 
of neglect: ſhe muſt; always remain an object of diſtin&ion 
amongſt; her acquaintange.. When ſhe was. young, ſhe 
might pleaſe more; but as even then ſhe pleaſed: chiefly, 
by her mind, ſhe will, therefore . continue .to.,pleaſe Kill, 
The diſcerning Few at hou will diſcover in her, beauties 
which . teh ir res 1 8 of ſick- 
lined into the v % 
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ford an exalted, vn en: re eee to 

worth and ſweetneſs, ere exempted from the condition of 
15 — elſe;.. Might is to loſe, i infli When they 
loſe their novelty. | 1 4.41& ornament o N 
dom ſhall give to thy head,” will will nat appear with leſs 
real luſtre, when. infirmity ſhall-cauſe that bead 10 ſhake. 
The crown ofglory which ſhe ſhall deliver to the, will 
in Reaſon's eye receive ne dignity from grey hairs ; or 
rather, acqonding to our inſpired author, thoſe *f grey 
1 hairs are? themſelyes “ A,crown | of: glory, being 1 
9 40 the way, arne benen i n ebene en, 
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buy even to-mixan n their little ſports, and. by a graoeful com-. 1 
placeney K look, and pleaſing. remainder . of ancient hu- 


ou ur, toe, encourage and promote their harmleſs amuſement. 
b ye know fach s, woman? Then ſpeak pour opinion, 
free y. Will luis youthful d ;rcle be in any danger of deſ-. 
piſing her, becauſe ſhe is oy On the eontrary, will 
they not, contend with one another, who ſhall pay her moſt 
veneration, who ſhall ſtand higheſt in her affection? Can 
you epnetiveliy character more reſpectable, and at the 
ſame time mote amiable? What is there good or excellent, 
to which ſhe willnot nee buy your to win them) 
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of her bloom, and the career of her conquaſis ruled folely 
do chat bloom, and never dreamt of ſecurin 
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| ebicing deren, mente that! * 
Would fain, il poſſible, keep up the aj Arnie 


| How ?' By a cShHAihed *vivacity, by pronto 
| that affefation” of alſurement and importance, | WE 
fo readily pardon to the prime of life, but Wh in 1 d. I 


oline is whiverſally- condemned as aukward and nere, 
Place her in the young aſſembly we haye juſt ſupp 
There let her endea vout to ſparkle, as in the days of A. ; 
there let her lay traps for admiration amidſt the wrinkles 
ofuge. How ludiorous, and how melancholy at the fame 
moment ] What girl or what boy of them all, will not be 

truck with the impropriety 2 ? 090 mark of decay „every 
85 ſymptom of flags Lake ced __ exami; ined oy 
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| bythe effects of time, me pride pros to "hes juniors 

petto of boek. and ſhow, and ſtudied odly eke 

herſelf "kfrebable by: her Everton ad manners $7 there 

is fearcely*6ne'of thofs little erities that W rr MIT uy 1 
upon her hrs) or that” wollk! Hol? be ch S with ner 
godd kene, and obliging depotte Ran 15 Ts y eng 1 
friends, Hatz üng can ave Nan tempt at perio 
if dafng'this you be bt at alte co i mein minds. 
«ho is, ſhall in one ſenle, a d that the. b. een 
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Hin ia 111 no 3 bio 2: 4111 Aeg 200 13 grit iq. | 
fl If he boull continne ſingl Land Her-- tuation,/ or ber 

cholde, ſnould lead her to. cultivate but few a | „ 
amongſt them, ſhe muſt ever be loved and valued. If the + 
ſhould be married, and to a man of ae r., 
mest, With, a tolerable! temper: be will count him- 
ſelf happy in ſuch an aſſociate, he will even be 
proud of thoſe talents in her Which do honour „ 
election. I hate abways remarked, chat women of capacity” 
andi elegance have poſſeſſed the hearts of theit huſbatids'in' 
wages which Is not common z I mean, where thoſe - 


huſbands | 
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imagine, that I ſuppoſe the women in queſtion too wiſe and 5 


tog excellent, to affect ſuperiority z or not to give. their 
partners all the oredit and conſequenee poſſible,. on every 


4 


occaſion. Between men and women there is ſeldom any 


ravalſhip i in hat relates merely to intellect ; nor are the 


former ever much hurt by any eonſcions inferiority; in that 


reſpe@, it og latter d e ſnom themſelves, 


N | wat pretend 

vat 1 "rot rs ee re Ay N . 71 . 

A el 

protemenn, now 5 1 8 10 adorn and 
animate the companion, to, direct and dignify 1 the miſtreſs, 
to accompliſh the mother and the friend, to fi ſpread. a charm 
over the whole matrimonial ſtate, and to relieve thoſe. duller 


mob delightful condition 


aired ; iN 1 164 Eu | 


Nerat Mails this pat Wa went without men- 85 
F tioning: what has often ' appeared' to me one very remarka- - 
| ble inſtance, amongſt many that hiſtory records, of the 
tranſcendant power to captivite and preſerve eſteem, Which 
Intellectual Accompliſhments worthily exerted, confer up- Z 

on a woman. It is that of Madam Maintenon, "the ele- 
brated favourite and wife of re the Fourtcenth.. 1 0 
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bred i in Lis very "ap, he ins; from 72 beginning i in all! his £ 


#- 1 * * 


felled of unlimited, power, conſtantly ac- 


' moſt exquiſite flattery, formerly drank 3 


deen and glory, always courted by the female fen 
p bp eve ry. art that beauty, wit, or or ambition could employ 


in his intereourſe with them, fill addicted to novelty and 


chan ange—this very mongrel, not yet arrived at the age of 
fi RED health, envir 
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5 en ain; read in little elſd dender ö comedies and 


novels, finds in the converſation of that lady, whoſe 


was not high, whoſe fortunes had been always low, and 


| whe was now older than himſelf by ſeveral years—finds, 
I ſay, in her converſation ſuch innocence, ſuch ſweetneſs, 
fuch unequalled charms of taſte and intelligence, as induced 
him to break off every engagement of a' voluptuous kind, 
and to enter with n enn the moſt honourable of all con- 
ner ions, i in Which ne pen 
 Hity to the laſt. Madam Maintenon had from ker youth 
Improved herſelf by reading, andthe beſt company, whom 


her beauty and talents drew about her, in a country where 


the he ſociety of the women is much more regarded than in 
this.” Lewis was firſt attracted by the extraordinary ſpirit 


and elegance of her letters; and then abſolutely f fixed by : 


her ſentiments, | her attention, and her ſubmiſſion. Theſe 


were 4 balm to his ſoul, tormented by domeſtic, perfonal 
and political chagrins. In theſe he obtained a relief from 


gh wearineſs and wretchedneſs, which the pomps and 
_ pleaſures of the world have ſerved. only. to increaſe, white 
they promiſed to prevent or cure them. We do not find, 
that this illuſtrious lady, was fond of faſhianable diverſions: 
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But it is time to proceed t to our laſt point, 1 97 he 
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uſcfulneſ $ of Mental Acquiſitions to your comfort and feli- 


$YELES 


mob High, having: formed his rational offspring | for a ha 


5 more refined and noble than the indulgence, of the 


" ſenſes alode, has wiſely made the gratifications thence ari | 
" fing 1 in a great meaſu ure momentary. To prolong! | 


inferior e enjoy ments, is the laborious talk of the dave of | 
5 appetite and | fancy i in Teague with each other. But as it is 
© undettaken in oppoſition to the defign, of the Almighty, 


"Ind proſecuted i in defiance of his laws, i it mult ever be vain. 
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ars to have maintained his fide- 
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city, And here it is worthy your obſervation, that the 
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forts beyond her ſeope and powers, Nature will always re- 
coil. Satiated with external pleaſures, ſhe turns inward. 


Experiencing, there a. void, which the whole ſyſtem. of | 
matter cannot fill, ſhe is prompted by innate ambition to 
| aſpire after higher objects. Her ſpiritual faculties, and di- 


vine extraction, point her to the world of ideas. From that, 
and from what may be called the Commerce of Minds, 
ſhe wiſhes to derive her chief ſatisfaction· But vou will 
eaſily conceive, that ſuch commerce cannot be carried on 
to any extent, nor with any variety, without a competent 
: ſtore of the goods. proper to it: thoſe, I mean, which ex- 


perience and reſlexion, genius and reaſoning, diſcourſe and 
memory, have accumulated and laid up in the writings of 


different ages, as in ſo many convenient repoſitories. for 
the uſe of all thoſe who are willing to avail themſelves of 


this better wealth. They who are not, muſt neceſſarily x 


labour under much internal poverty. Accordingly, how 


do they ſtrain to ſupply the needful demands of converſati- 
on, when in company; and when alone, how do they 


ſtruggle to elude, becauſe they cannot content, the cravings 


of the immortal mind! To the want of this proviſion, and 


the incapacity of ſuſtaining the weight of their own ſpirits 


preſſing upon them in ſolitude, muſt we not principally | 
impute their impatience for all manner of entertainments, 


that may help to fill up the painful blanks. of time, with- 


out any conſiderable expence of that which they can leaſt 


afford thought? But this expedient is merely temporary, 


and extremely imperfe&. Diverſion long ach is + 


Rey and Rill the ſoul falls back won herſelf. 


with Intellectual un Accompliſhments. Ws TSK-... | 
They only. paths themſelves i in the attempt. From ef. 


Now, if in the interegla of leiſure you can with reliſh. - 4p 

repair to books, you need never be at a loſs. You may 

happily avoid, if you will, the toils of reſtleſs amuſement, . 

and the ſighs of immoderate mirth. Excuſe this laſt expreſ- 
don. _— you ot ſormetiones — 55 truth of , h 
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[ : "as remark; that 40 even zr laughter the © f 83 * 61 95 
„ © 'rowful.” Have you not now and then perceived a figh 
 - __ t6/\teal from you,” when oppreſſed and exhauſted by fre- 
quent burſts of merriment? If ſhe who is in love with rea- 
ding ſhould, on particular occaſions, be led i into ſcenes of 
that kind, with what redoubled ardour will ſhe return to 
ſilence and ſtudy! From the noiſe; buſtle, and barrenneſs 
of modern converſation, with What exalted pleafure will 
ſhe betake herſelf to the ſociety of the eelebrated dead, 
or of admired authors yet alive, where all is ſtill, ſerene, 
and delightful! After being diſguſtecd with the nauſeous, 
or the meagre diet, ſerved up in moſt companies, where 
low ſcandal, or mere town- talk, ſupply the place of urba- 
nity and ſenſe; how rich and regaling will ſhe find that 
ky whioh her ane is away ready to furniſh] 


| There the will not fail of. ae with food of icky 
* different flavour, whether of a lighter or more ſolid ſub- 
- flance, agreeable to her. preſent inclination ; -at the ſame 
time that nothing is foreed upon her, and ſhe: is left at li- 
| berty, not only to vary the entertainment as oſten and as 
much as ſhe pleaſes, but alſo. to- rife from it whenever ſhe 
will. Hiſtorians, Philoſophers, Orators, and Poets, the 
beſt writers of every claſs, within her compaſs, are ever : 
prepared to gratify without conſtraint or ceremony her in- 
tellectual taſte. Nor will they take offence at any prefe - 
rence, which at any time ſhe may be diſpoſed to make. 
| She can never intrude upon them at an improper ſeaſon, 
nor appear to leave them, with abruptneſs: And when 
ſhe does leave them, inſtead of room for uneaſy retroſpect, 
the manner in which ſhe has been employed will be pro- 
ductive of ſelf· approbation. She will feel her foul nouriſh- _ 
ed and ſtrengthened, her ſpirits cheared and elevated, or 
collected and compoſed. The duties of life ſhe will go about 
with freſh reſolution, and a quicker comprehenſion of 
hat en her. To On ini her attachment 


will 
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ſhe:has opportunity; ſentimental and rien diy delight, Ihe 
; circulation of thought, the gr 5 denten 
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Al theſe, my friend b, are ſatisfactions eee, 15 
on youth, nor on the advantages peculiar to it: ſatisfactions 
which, in ſome reſpects at leaſt, will grow with your grow- 5 
ing years; and which, in every caſe, will ſurvive the tran- 
ſient flower of beauty. Let me again remind you of the 
| peri of i its . 3 that period you l de reminded 
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one they meet, how much you are altered. But what 
words can paint the deſolation of her, who finds herſelf | 
thus Pre ed Egan 117g in ber 
nme EET 438 5 FIT 


"Tikink I 7 3 = 15 clas. _—_ bis e, to 0 0 
ſerve whether that flatterer will prove more conſtant. At 
firſt ſhe. is aſtoniſhed, ſhe is ſhocked, at the ſtupidity of - 
thoſe men, who can become inſenſible to a face or a form 
like hers? But in a little time that once ſoothing glaſs, 
which was wont to tranſport her with the reflected image of 
herſelf, begins to withdraw. its flatteries too. - She, - 

is alarmed. and depreſſed. She ſeeks conſolation 
from ſome low dependant, who, with. a grave face 
and glozing accent, aſſures her ſhe is handſomer than 
everz while the mercenary wretch ſecretly. laughs her to 
ſoorn. Every artifice of dreſs, all the ſeduction of orna- 
ment, is ſtudied and practiſed with more exquiſite ſolici- . 
tude, She views anne as e ſide: the waiſt ſeems re- 
Op n 
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ed expectation ſhe ſallies forth: ſhe dances: her uſual round: 
ſome one in pity tells her how: the looks: the evening, is 
paſt in triumph. She returns home exhauſted with the flut- 
ter. Next morning the mirror is conſulted again. She i is 
pale, ſickly, faint; her eyes are ſunk; the wrinkles ap- 
pear more than ever. Again the is. ſtartled, terrified, 
falls into a rage. The ſtorm burſts on her domeſtics, ſpends 
itſelf, ſubſides. The uſual methods are tortured, to make 
her up; and if ſome new expedient is ſuggeſted, that can 
better diſguiſe nature, and deceive the beholder hat a 
5 | Thus between the viciſſitudes of hope and 
fear, of exultation and deſpondence, on a ſubject to her 


weak and unfurniſhed mind the moſt intereſting of all others, 


| ſhe is miſerably toſſed; till by ſuch repeated and violent 
perturbation, conſpiring with the addition of years, the - 


is conſigned over to deſpair, the heart overwhelming def- 
pair, of being everpraiſed more for thoſe unhappy-charms, 
which ſhe at length perceives are beyond recovery -loſt.— 

What young woman of reſſed ion would not prevent ſuch 
ridiculous diſtreſs? But can you think of any way to pre- 


vent it, ſo efficacious, as turning betimes your principal 


attention to your better part? That even in this way you 


| ſhall become wholly indifferent, about the decline of an 
appearance which uſed to give your friends as well as your- 
ſelves pleaſure, I will not affirm. But if fo high a ſtrain 
of philoſophy, be hardly practicable, ſtil however I think 
you muſt acknowledge, that the advances of age will be 
ſupported much the more eaſily for ſuch preparation. In 


the mean while, how many vexations that harraſs and 


diſtract the greater Oy of you org will be thus » obriated 


þ by np e 


418. Pg moſt of the 8 3 8 mor- 
tals are ſelf-created. - They proceed from that fondneſs: of 


fancy, which gives conſequence to trifles, or from thoſe 
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Fund of paſſion, which produce agitation without cauſe. 
But next to the power of religion, can you imagine any 
means of avoiding both ſo probable, as the wiſe and calm 
| purſuits to which I would now perſuade you? Permit me, 
my much loved hearers, to ſucceed. Defer not, by the 


cultivation of your minds, as well as hearts, to lay in a 


ſtore of enjoyment and comfort, ſuch. as you can repair to 
in ſecret, when all abroad is unſolacing and inſipid. 


Every thing external is haſtening to change and diſſolu- 


tion. You yourſelves are gliding inſenſibly down the cur- 
rent of time. You are on your paſſage. to eternity; and 
can you bear the thoughts of reſigning a paſſage as important 


as it is ſhort, to the blind impulſe of chance, caprice and 
ignorance ? Or ſuppoſe you are ſo far careful of conſequences | 
as to ſecure a ſafe arrival; can ye, like illiterate and incu- 


_ rious mariners, . failing by ſome beautiful coaſt, be ſatis- 
fied to - hurry along, without attending to the various 
proſpe&ts and numerous objects, which Nature and Art 
have ſpread out before you; or without taking advantage 
of the beſt aſſiſtance. you can find on your voyage, to im- 


prove in whatever 1s inſtructive > ornamental, and praiſe- i 


worthy? Have ye forgotten, that, when landed on the 


bliſsful ſhore, your ſelicity will bear no inconſiderable pro- 


portion to your preſent attainments in knowledge; that 


the moſt enlarged underſtandings, where the diſpoſitions 5 


have been of a piece, will be rewarded by the nobleſt diſ- 
coveries; in ſhort, that they who ſhine now with the 
faireſt lights of wiſdom ſhall, like the more diſtinguiſhed 
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Favor i is \ deceitful, aad beauty is vain : Wo a ewoman that 
_ the Lord, She ſhall be pralſed. 


TEE frailty of women has been Hequertly ; a topic of 
triumphant declamation. On this ſubje&t much unkind | 
vit has been diſplayed; and many a dull ſarcaſm is daily 
added, and widely circulated, with an air of conſcious ſatis- 
faction. Hardly can one go into a company of men, 
where licentiouſneſs of tongue paſſes for freedom of conver- 
ſation, without hearing the poor women abuſed for their 
vworthleſſneſs or weakneſs, or both. But ſuppoſing them 
particularly frail, is it noble to exult over them on that 
account, and in their abſence too, when they have not an 


opportunity of defending themſelves ?_ Should not tbe 


ſtrong rather pity and ſupport the weak? Yet after all, 
how does it appear that any ſingular ſtrength of reſolution 
belongs to our ſex, or that yours ſtand Ce with pe- 
culiar infirmity ? 


Thule loſs of virtue is, no doubt, FOR followed with ex 
_ treme depravity in women. But is not the ſame thing to 
be ſeen amongſt men; although it is not remarked with the 

ſame attention, or cenſured with equal rigour? If many 

; unhappy females run into ſuch . exceſs of riot, and ſuper- 

| Nvity of naughtineſs,” as ſeem to juſtify the obſervation, 5 
that there is nothing ſo „ as a . woman; may 

| 8 895 | x it 


4% 


s. m. | e Hs 6. „„ 


it not be frequently imputed to their being driven almoſt 


to a ſtate of deſpair ? Forſaken as they are by the wretches 
that ruined them, abaridoned by their relations, if any 
they have, commonly dreading the ſcorn of their own ſex, 
and oſten too little conſidered by the virtuous part of ours; 


what can be expected, in genetal, from creatures” who 


have put off the modeſty of nature, and are propelled by 


evil habits, co-operating often with baſe aſſociates, and 
bitter poverty Do I then plead the tauſe of vice? God 


forbid: But I cannot endure that want of candour, which 


would aggravate the guilt and miſery of beings, who to us 
ſhould be objects of fo much oompaſſion; I ſay to Us, of 


whom many are the firſt authors of this very guilt and 
miſery, while the reſt are e all likewiſe ſubject to go aſtray. 


| Here I ſhall peobably be aſked, Does not the 0 | 
Peter expreſly ſtyle the woman the weaket veſſel; he does; 
but in the ſame ſenſe that thoſe veſſels are ſo ſty led, which | 


being of finer materials, or more delicate conſtruction, and 
therefore eaſily broken or hurt, are for that reaſon, and 
for the regard alſo which people have for them, uſed with 
particular tenderneſs. That this is his meaning is manifeſt 


from the paſſage referred to, where he ſays, Give ho- 


tc nour unto the wife as unto the weaker | veſſel” ?“ Why 
— honour on thit ſcore, if the epithet Weaker is not to be 


"underſtood as I have now, according to the beſt” ac | 


ers, ae it? 


But does not St Paul, tile verſes ler the“ rt from 
| Timothy, obſerve, that Adam was not deceived; but 
ee the woman being deceived, was in the watiſgrelten 


was, by his fondneſs for his deluded yet ſtill lovely partner, 


oo into the ſame tranſgreſſion. But WOW.” was it that 


M2 VV e 


* 


True: it does appear from the hiſtory; that 4 the ſerpent,” , 
as our apoſtle ſays elſewhere, * beguiled Eve through his 
_ < fubtilty;“ and that the man, though aware of the deceit, _ 
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164 . On Female Picy, 4 


> expoſed. the womanto that ſnare by which ſhe was ſeduced ? 
Paſſions, it muſt be owned, extremely culpable in their 
nature, and fatal in their conſequences ; but not the paſſi- | 
ons for which her daughters have been indifcriminately 
blamed. In reality, the reſolute ſpirit and perſevering vi- 
gilance, with which great numbers of women preſerve 
their honour, while ſo few men in compariſon are reſtrain- 


dd by the laws of cantinence, ſeem to me no_ flight proof 


e vpn e 
e, Ge , 


But WIEN isall this to the 2 of our 8 . | 
tn? Much every way. I meant it as my firſt argument 
in behalf of Female Piety ; and on what footing it ſtands I g 
will proceed to ſhow, after remarking that the perſons to 
whom our text from St. Paul is a are by him ſup · 
poſed to-profeſs a reſpect for religion, As becometh 
4 women profeſſing Godlineſs: a ſuppoſition we are wil- 
| ling to make i in your favour, my beloved hearers; ſo far, 
I mean, as to render it unneceſſary to inculcate that profeſ- 
Ron from thoſe general notions of truth and duty, which, 
with a few exceptions, I do hope you readily acknowledge. 
Inſtead of this, our reaſoning and exhortations will turn 

chieſſy on ſuch principles and facts as relate more immedi- 
| es . in, . ere 


* 


| And now for the argument already- 1 you 1 
be more ſenſible of its force by attending to the following 
obſervations; That the firmneſs, mT which ſo many of 
you guard your virtue, being transferred to the practice of 
Piety at large, will, by Gov's aſſiſtance, contribute to 
render it eaſy and delightful; that the conſiderations of 
Religion will, in their turn, ſupport and chear you under 
the reſtraints of conſcience and dec um; that * will 


rec ee ven n, 4 


kesec de tis W futiafultion of the divine 4p 


on amidſt the eenſures of the-uncharitable, and the — 


| prote&tion againſt the machinations of the ungodly; and, 


in the laſt place, that the injuſtice,” unkindneſs, and trea- 
chery of the world, ſhould engage e 12 | 


purity, and devotion. | 


Aue he ed, eee eee Piety 
tequires no ſmall reſolution and perſeverance. Is it not 
likewiſe eertain that in what concerns their reputation, ma · 
ny young women poſſeſs a large ſhare of theſe? Let them 
but apply this to the diſcharge of their duty as eee 
the happieſt effects will enſue; uniformity, e e 5 
joy in religion, What cannot courage and conſtan 


chieve? In the point to which I allude, you are often rey 


roines. Your life is a ſeries of ſelfdenial. But ſelf-deni«. 
al from right principles is the perfection of chriſtianity. Do 
but act on theſe principles throughout, and you ſtiall one 
day walk with our Saviour in white; he will confeſs 
your names as worthy before his FAr HER and before his 
angels; you ſhall follow the Lamb whitherfoever he goeth, 
ſinging to your golden harps a a new ſong, W petty of g- | 
nal d and praiſe. oy 


It has been faid of women, an 7 belleve 3 


that they are remarkably ſteady to their purpoſe. - Let it 
wn RING And © let not 


your good be evilſpoken of,” on account of any thing 
hi might give ground to ſuſpect you eontroul your paſ- 
ſions in one way only, and that too from no higher princi- 
ple than the fear of ſhame. By a noble command of your- 
felves in other points, where this conſideration cannot be 
ſuppoſed to operate ſo ſtrongly, make it appear that hop 
are governed by we feed A 


| We would not leſſen the auen of any te 


uſeful | 
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166. o, Female Pity OE 4 
uſeful conſideration, from the ſide of this world; bot We 
wiſh your minds to lie more open to the efficacy of the 

next. So far as mere reputation goes, it is much the ſame 
to a woman, whether the regularity of her condu@ be the 
reſult of pious or of political maxims. But in the ſight of 
Gov, and at the bar of conſcience, how vaſt the difference. 
In that day when the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be laid open 
what will it avail you, if the decency of your behaviour 
ſhould be found to have proceeded from no nobler ſpring 
than the deſire of faving appearances; Who can expreſs 
the horror of a female hypocrite at that all-revealing period 
when, ſtript of every diſguiſe, ſhe ſhall be pointed out to 
the congregated univerſe as an infamous creature, whoſe 
ſoul was enſlaved to ſenſuality, at. the very time that ſhe 
affected the ſtricteſt virtue, treated indiſeretion in others 
with the ſeverity due to vice alone, had no allowances to 
make for human frailty, and with ſupercilious diſdain 


looked down on many of her en not half ſp wicked: as her · 
ſelf? | | 


Let i be carefully . that 25, 4 what . 
outward trials, the goſpel is literally the doctrine of the 
croſs; ſo, with reſpe& to inward conflicts, it is properly 

the diſcipline of the paſſions. Here, in truth, the religion 
pf a chriſtian muſt begin and end. What pity, my honour- 
ed pupils, if you who haye that amazing power over the 
exterior of your deportment, if you who offer to a ſpotleſs 
name thoſe continual ſacrifices which your greateſt enemies 
cannot deny, ſhould after all loſe the reward of undiſſembled 
| ſanctity, by being excluded from that viſion of God, which 
| Jeſus has promiſed to the pure in heart! What pity, in 
the mean while, that ſuch power is not more generally al- 
_ lowed to exert itſelf on the ample theatre of a life truly vir- 
tuous; and that ſuch ſacrifices ſheyld not, by the gonſo- | 
lations of devotion, be ſweetened, conſecrated, and turned 


into 5 A ſources of ſublime enjoyment | BS A 46 
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But this reminds me of having likewiſe ſaid, that the 
conſiderations of Religion will conduce mightily to ſupport 


and chear you under the reſtraints of ſobriety 'and decorum, 


In proportion as thoſe conſiderations-are made more fami- 
liar, will theſe reſtraints become leſs painful, till at length 


they in a manner change their nature, and ſeem like ſilken 


bands, that even = PA my RO Fe 
they een 3 * 15 


Betyeen all other weib 57 and the allot of Jeſus ; 


one glorious diſtinction i is this; that the latter-not only 

diſplays ; 2 higher ſtandard of moral excellence, but alſo 
- communicates ſuperior , powers of virtuous action. To the 
fainter concluſions of Reaſon it ſuperadds the bright diſ- 
coveries of Faith. The Future world, with the great 


tranſaQtions of the ſupreme adminiſtration, which are in- 
| troduQtory to it, are there unveiled. There the vanity, | 


and withal the importance of the preſent ſtate, is unfolded. 


There divine pardon and eternal life, as the gift of 


God through Jeſus Chriſt,” are enſured and aſcertained 
to obedient . believers. The hiſtory of the Redeemer is 
there exhibited with all the beauty of ſimplicity, and ener- 
gy of truth: a hiſtory, my dear hearers, equally impor- 


tant to all that read it, and to thoſe that read it with a ſeri- 


ous unprejudiced diſpoſition, unſpeakably affecting; a hiſ- 
tory, which involves the extenſive and laſting inte- 
reſts of human nature, and to ſuch as view it in that light 
carries with it, beyond all other writings, a vital, home-felt, 


and heart-awakening influence. The ingenious breaſt, in- 
flamed by the friendſhip, and penetrated by the ſpirit of Je- 


ſus, burns with the love of virtue, and heaves with the 


hope of ſalvation. Jeſus is the pattern of virtue: gratitude: 


1s one of the worthieſt incentives; and faith, which is 
the fundamental principle of the whole ſyſtem, faith in 


the mercy and acceptance of the Univerſal Father, through 
the mediation of his meritorious Son, by whom he is car- 
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penitents of whatever name or nation, ihtGuighavi alt ſuc- 
ceſſive ages this faith, L ſay, imparts to feeble and def. 


ponding ereatures a ſtrength and eros cen} that n 
beher Fyitern could eber inſpire, - es, pg 
> Nov ure bee Iden deyoad ey ofdi 1255 b of K. 
1 5 underſtanding. They depend not on à fiice* chain 
of reaſoning, nor on the abſtruſe reſearches of ſcience, 

How much 'ſoever. they may have been diſguiſed by the 

dreams of the ſchools, to conceive them as they aro ſet 
forth in ſcripture, maſculine intelleQs are Sy r no means 

neoeſſary. Connected with Facts the moſt - aſton iſhing 
to the imagination, and Sentiments the moſt touching to 

the heart, they fecm to lie particularly level to the beſt 
characters among your ſex. In ſhort, to feel their ten- 
deney, and experience their operation, a modeſt, bean 
| tible, and affectionate mindi is chiefly required. | 


permit me toaſk you, as in the preſbn , of God, FIR 

in good earneſt believe in the Holy Ghoſt, in the-eatholic 
| ee in the ommunion of faints, in the forgiveneſs 

of ſins, in the reſurrection of the body, in the life ever- 


laſling, in Him rn 
the all-ſufficient ſacrifice, the all- preva ing advobate, the 


moe, the- lowly; and the loving maſter, us well as the 


awful and impartial judge? Do ye often by devout con- 
templation realize theſe, and the other wonderful objects 
8 — ener with the e grand 8 of na 
'ven-moying force of fervent prayer, the 3 
bined influences of -public worſhip, and the feetiy fup- 
porting communications of holy friendſhip? Then ſay, 
6 3 be at a loſs for motives to animste, 


: virus? Burl no, wien 


their own intrinſic worth „ Inyo entitled to / all 


poſſible love and veneration. But little acquainted with 


the human heart are they, who would build the morals 
of mankind on this ſingle bafis. Decency of character, 
dignity of eonduQ, the honours due to temperatice, inte- 


grity, benevolence, magnanimity, and other qualities of 


that order, are ideas as ſolid as they are refined, and which 
ought certainly to be cheriſhed. by all who are capable of 
comprehending their moment. To offer to depreciate 
them is vile, and not more repugnant to reaſon than to 
ſcripture, where the beauties of holineſs are expreſely 
named, and © whatſoever things are venerable, lovely 
and of good report,” are, as. mentioned in a former diſ- 


courſe, recommended in fo many words, But yet, on 
the other hand, conſidering the paſſions, diſorders, and 


debility of beings, ſituated as we are; to truſt the cauſe 


of righteouſneſs and truth to the ſole ſtrength of ſuch ar- 


guments—what is it, but hazarding the moſt valuable inte- 
| reſts in the world on a bottom reg — to fo * 
ous a freight? | 1 


* 
* 


4 few ſeled ſpirits, — liberal _— Get | 


ufual, may in their Ry towards perfection, derive 


ſome extraordinary aſſiſtanoe from their ſubſinier ſpeculati- . | 
ons; at teaft when not under very difficult or defioate cir- 


aumſtances of temptation, But what, think ye, would 


become even of Them; much more, what would become | 
of the far greater part, when immediately under ſuch cir- 


cumiſtarices,. did not religion ſtep-in to their aid with her 
more "forcible and ſtriking ſanctions, founded on their 


hopes and fears for futurity, as theſe are gonnefted* with a 
ſenſe of the Almighty's inſpection, and « faith in the il- 


luſtrious facts of revelation? How little in general were 
the philoſophers of antiquity themſelves influenced by the 


ue in queſtion, wich, whatever Pay" n 


or 


+ of SLED IN = . bs; 2 * me ' Ind 1 1 » Eva x an N 
1 hs 8 2 bd 2 * 2 4 — Sans MO — © 15 F - 
3 eK ee GY In tn n 
r WL 4 2 WS LA PC * SEN * * " of CEP ar n 
S C000 on os 
* 7 27 4 ys n * 
: — . —— Sn A Cn 


s : ” * ” nn 
n - 3 © WG * Ps 8 a -; > 1] 
C - a7 DD encs” 
2 S Ae. * ny Coe. 
NY hs . 
( FI AAS Ge bY Ceo eur 2% 22 
= G . — 


"I 1 
80 a ont 
% 
5 Sx... ca n 
OTH ow oy n . 
= 2 2 n 2 3 . 
z 4s ME ns SANT 8. Ne 
ne eee by * 
yg Fay ; Abo? a: SY. 
3 8 ro 


5 
* 
£ 
& 
fk yp 
b 
1 Y 
6 $ 
v7 if 
St 
k 
f 
7 
; , 
"vi 
+ 
[ 

3.0% $ 
by 4 
=) | 

[ 
2 4 
© AJ 
* 
| # 
j 5 
n fi I 
1 
5 | 
5 5 
is f 
1 
1 
by; 
[ 
[ 
An 


| oy impreſſed. 


279 | On Pendle rh. | 5 8. Ee. 


or with 1 eloquence they n it? Some of 
them, it is true, were men of great virtues, as well as 
great conceptions: while the reſt were ſtriking examples 
how much eaſier it is to talk than to act well, and that to 
reform the-world there is en a VINE PO e rea- 
ſon * | 


With LY to the caſe now before us, "i may. "by oh: 
ſerved that thoſe young perſoris, who have had the misfor- 


tune to be in a great meaſure left to the common notices 
of nature, go aſtray much more frequently, than others 


on whom the principles of Piety 2 been WL and Fd 


13 4 F 


When! ſay judiciouſiy impreſſed, 113 to Trans 
that many hopeful children have been loſt, through the 


| imprudent efforts of their well meaning, but ill informed 
parents, to make them good by ſeyere confinement and 


conſtant admonition. Thoſe children alone will be truly 
good, and are likely to continue ſo, who are at once ena- 
moured of their duty, awed by their Maker, and devoted 
to the ſecuring of that life and OE which are 
oy n to light through the, _ 


om I cannot Pr nation Aa moſt mats in- 


ſlance, wherein a much celebrated youth was guarded 


againſt the indulgence of appetite by the e power of religion. 


I ſpeak of Joſeph, when tempted by the wife of Potaphar. 


Conſider the complicated ſnare that was laid for his inno- 
cence; probably the blandiſhments of beauty; certainly 


the repeated; preſſing, and paſſionate ſolicitations of an 
_ artful women, of his miſtreſs, who if ſhe pleaſed could 
- eafily procure his farther advancement; the opportunities 
of privacy: the proſpect of cloſe concealment; his time of 
life; his plentiful condition; thoſe warm affections, that 
wt . which the 2 * his by ſhows to 


have 


— 
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| have been agucal to him ; the. extreme danger manifeſtly 
| attending his refuſal, I mean all the miſchiefs to be dread- = 
oF ed from the reſentment and violence of a proud but fond 


4 
* . A 1 o - 4 = 

; 4 : - 

+ * 
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female reſiſted, diſappointed, enraged, who would not 4 4 
fail, however falſely, to repreſent the unbounded confidence 5 
of a generous maſter abuſed; and, finally, thoſe miſchicfs- 1: 
falling at one blow upon a dependant anda ſtranger, whoſe | Ws 
proſperity in that family had no doubt rendered him the ; 4 [ 
object of envy to ſome, and whoſe proteſtations in his own al 
favour would never be believed by others to the diſadvan- WY 

tage of a woman of her rank and fortune. Such was the 1994 

| ſnare, And what was it that enabled our amiable hero to 1 5 
to conquer it? The hiſtory will inform you. * He refuſed, [te 

« and ſaidunto his maſter's wife, Behold, my maſter wot- 9 
« teth not what is with me in the houſe, and he hath com- TY 
* mitted all that he hath to my hand. There is none grea- *0 
„eiter in this houſe than I; neither hath he kept back any KY 
thing from me but thee, becauſe thou art his wife: how „„ 
© then can I do this wickedneſs and fin againſt God? Ex- 4 
cellent young man! From a crime, to which ſo many 48 
allurements coneurred to incite him, he ſtarts back with 1 
horror: ſo ſtrongly are his natural feelings of gratitude and bo: 

probity ſeconded by a reverence for the Omniſcient !“ How W- bw 
then can I do this great wickedneſs, and ſin againſt 1 
God“ No, my ſiſters, there is not in the world ſuch a [ly 
preſervative from vice as the fear of God. Temptations, ai 
by which human reſolutions alone have been frequently ..= 
foiled, are often overcome o the ſame reſolutions ml =—_ 
enforced by reli igious: ank. | | | - = 

From theſe remarks you will plainly perceive, that whe 1 
we wiſh for you is not a victory over your paſſions hardly. ö 0 : : 
gained, and at the expence of your tranquillity ; but a ſacred . 


elf. poſſeſſion, a certain diviner controul of your own wills - 
that ſhall diſtinguiſh you in the ſight of him who © de- 
ſireth truth in the inward parts.” A ſentiment this, that ſeems . 
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conformable to the beſt conceptions of nature; 1 we 
find the power, which according to the pagan 67880 repre- 


ſented both Wiſdom and Fortitude, was ſuppoſed to be of 
your ſex. On the ſame prineiple does the wiſeſt of men 


ſpeak ſo often of the former in the feminine gender. Thus 
at leaſt did ancient genius treat the women with reſpe&. - 
It is particufarly, obſervable that of republican ſtates, where 
that genius commonly appeared moſt eminent, the ſage 
kgiflators preſcribed to females a peculiar gravity and ſim- 
plicity of manners; fo different were their ideas of . was 

SY from thoſe of modern times! | 


Bat I aud furor chat, Ben the Reidy of inward party | 
as well as outward decorum, even that purity which the goſ- 
pel ſo ſtrongly enforces, you will reap the mighty ſatisfac- 
tion of the Divine Approbation amidſt the cenſures of the 
uncharitable, and the Divine Protection againſt the ma- 
chinations of the ungodly. Hard enough, it muſt be 
| Owned, is the cafe of women, as to the general reſlections 
made on their deportment. If they behave with reſerve, 
they are pronounced prudiſh; if with frankneſs, bold; if 
with that juſt temperament of both which is the proper me- 
dium, capricious and uncertain, What ſhall they do? 
What can they do, but hold the müde way, with that 
Attention to the rules of caution on one ſide, and of affabi- 
lity on the other, which times, places, and perſons ſeem 
to require : ©* committing their cauſe to him that judgeth 
7M righteouſly,” and truſting ow OY wan _—_ never | 
forſakes the virtuous? 5 5 


Such a reſpect for 1 as a avoids giving 
 oceafion-of cenſure, is undoubtedly right in every indivi- 
dual of ſociety:: of your ſex eſpecially; whoſe: reputation 
is of ſo nice a oontexture. But while for this purpoſe a 
chriſtian woman purſues, as nearly as ſhe can, the path 
ys what internal ſerenity does ſhe enjoy, by. 
| "—_ : 


- B * # 
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following at the ſame time the direction of a principle, | 
that higheſt and happieſt guide of life | To ſay the truth, 
there may be ſituations, wherein the latter appears to be 
left the ſole guide; ſo impoſſible is it for the former to find 
a way through the labyrinth. In this caſe, you can have 
but one reaſonable care; which is, to do what conſcience 15 
charges as your duty. In every caſe, that muſt be your | 
principal care. In making it ſo, there will be this great 
advantage amongſt many others, that you will every day 
grow leſs anxious about any thing elſe. The eaſe of 
mind, the gaiety.of heart whos from fork a conduct, 
are not to be expreſſed. 


If the — ſhould approve, it itis 5 "The approbation 
of the _ beſt people, at leaſt, will give you real pleaſure ; 
and the beſt people are naturally candid. If the world 
ſhould condemn, and even the candid Few, which is by no 
means impoſlible, ſhould be led by miſrepreſentation, or by 
miſtake, to join in the ſentencey; ſtill however you will 
have the comfort of not having deſerved it. And from this 

inferior tribunal you will alſo have the felioity of appealing 
to that which is ſupreme and infallible, with the humble 
aſſurance of being juſtified there through the powerful in- 

terpoſition of an advocate, whom no paſſion or miſap- | 
prehenſion can bias. At the ſame time too you will have 
the conſolation to hope, that ſooner or later he in whom | 
you truſt © will bring forth your righteouſneſs as the light, 
* and your judgment as the noon- day. Seldom or never, 
I think, does 4 perſevering virtue fail of breaking out with 
freſh beauty, and augmented luſtre, from thoſe clouds with 
which ealumny may have obſeured it; even as the vernal 
ſun by purſuing his career, ſhines forth at laſt with a kind 
of viQorious ſplendor, that diſpels the remaining damps 
of winter, delights eee * n of ; 


* 
. 5 


E 
i * 


nM. n Female Pie. S8 . IX. 

But ele the worſt, that the erroneous multitude 
: confinue to load you with unmerited reproach ; I am 
not afraid to ſay you are happy Riff, if you know how'to 
avail yourſelves of the ſupports of religion, particularly 
a ſenſe of the Almighty's Approbation. What ought to diſ- 
courage her who can triumph in this, and likewiſe in that 
_ which is immediately contiected wich it, an alfaranoe of the 
Almighty” 8 Protection? | | 


Nothing ean be more certain then that 100 fox is, or 
every account, entitled to the ſhelter of ours? Your 


_  fofineſs, weakneſs, timidityz and tender reliance on man; 


your helpleſs condition in yourſelves, and his ſuperior 
ſtrength for labour, ability for defence, and fortitude in 
trial; your tacit acknowledgment of theſe, and frequent ap- 

_ plication for his aid in ſo many winning ways, Concur to 
form a plea, which nothing can diſallow or withſtand but 
| brutality. Appetite indeed is naturally brutal: untamed 
by religion, unchained by reaſon, what havock does it not 


commit? Nothing can be more wild or ferocious than 


. lawleſs deſire. How often, alas, does it disfigure and de- 
grade minds otherwiſe adorned with very valuable qualities 
Have we not ſeen men, who in a ſober mood were open to the 
tendereſt feelings of humanity, incapable of any thing unjuff 
or diſhonourable, calm, and pliant to good. advice; who 
yet in the rebellion of their blood, were as \Ggoveriiable 
and fierce as any beaft of the foreſt, broke through all 
reſtraint, and to gratify the paſſion that impelled them, 
_ ruſhed on crimes utterly repugnant to the beſt ſentiments 
of their own hearts! Need tell you that from ſuch men 
pour virtue is in danger, and by fo much the more by how 
much the qualities juſt named ate, when allowed to operate, 
particularly engaging ? But the fact is that, being infaid 
in the conſtitution, they do operate frequently, and never 
perhaps more than immediately after thoſe unhappy devia- | 
tions, for which ſomething within whiſpers the neceſſity of 
making 


* 


— 
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making every poſſible atonement. * ft is in "this way that 
.thoſe good-natured but unhappy men keep themſelves and 
one another in countenance, and often ſteal into your 
affection. Yet are ay by no means the worlt enemies 
of wominckind, | SA hore 1 5 | 


It is your habe, 60ol, complimental: as a 
have ſteeled their breaſts 'by a ſyſtem whom the boaſted 
principles of rather no principles of infidelity, have raiſed 
to a glorious contempt of all Iaws human and divine, 'deli- 
vered from the vulgar conceit of immortality, and enabled to 
conquer the little weakneſſes of nature, with the ignoble 
prejudices of education, which happened to de on the fide 
of juſtice, honeur, ſympathy ;—it is ſuch men, my fair ones, 

| ſuch flagitious and obdurate wretehes, whoſe wiles, ſhould 
you chance to be thrown in their way, you have moſt reaſon 
to dread. And believe me, they abound every where; - 
From you indeed they will carefully conceal the enormity 
of their characters, and the blackneſs of their opinions; 
till by gaining your confidence they can infinuate the laſt 
with advantage, ſo as to take off your apprehenſions of the 
firſt, and blunt the edge of your reſolutions. A ſenſe of 
piety, the love of virtue, a regard to reputation, the fear 
of conſequenees, every principle borrowed from this world 
and the next, they are well aware would be alarmed and 
excited, were they to diſeloſe their deſigns, or explain 
their ideas at once, without preparation or preface. But 
I will not attempt to unfold the myſtery of iniquity, in 
which they wrap themſelves; and work unſuſpected. Let 
it remain involved in its native darkneſs and horror? which 
cannot however hide it from the eye of heaven, whoſe 
hotteſt ms 2 ſhall one day overtake and blaſt it. 


Vene fuſer, 1 faid ae lies in retreat 2 1 

in ſobriety and prudence, in virtuous friendſhip, and rati- 
onal N in domeſtic, elegant, and intellectual!“ 

8 NE: accompliſhments; 


* 


3 as that which muſt give ve efficacy to all the reſt ; : 
but which can only be obtained by ſomething more and 
better than them, all, I mean, . True Religion. What 
reaſon have yay to hope for a privilege ſo great, if you do 
not aſk it? What cauſe could you have to complain; if 
your righteous/CREATOR, on whom every conſideration 
. eught to teach you dependance, were to leave you to your- 
ſelves amidſt. thoſe dangerous attacks, of artful ' ſnares, 
du pre uouſly imagine you-could reſiſt by your 

don ſtr , or elude by your caution? That humility 

| which does notdepreſa, as chriſtian humility never. can, is 
| the beſt means of ſecurity, She who. is moſt ſenſible of her 
hazard, is moſt likely to be on her guard. She who per- 

| exives her own imbecility, will be glad to invoke à higher 

power. Nor will the parent of all be. deaf to. one of his 
reaſonable offspring, who 2 of the difficulties 
erben, keen im- 


* 
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"Fain very often is the belp ofa man, "even * te 
in its utmoſt extent. What then muſt be the eaſe, when 
it is not only not afforded, but when he who ought to pro- 
ect is bent to deſtroy ? To whom ſhall young creatures of 
your ſex, little lambs, innocent, gentle, fearful, unde- 
fended, beſet by ravenous lions, or. by wolyes. in theeps- 
< ejoathing ;”—=to whom ſhall they flee, but to the Shep- 
herd of Iſraelꝰ And will he, think 155 reject or aban - 
don them ; he who las promiſed to gather the lambs 
« with his arm, and to carry them in his of 
bas always ſhowo himſelf more . eſpe ally c zoncerned for 
objects of diſtreſs;and deftitution, the. poor, the priſoner, 
the ſtranger, the oppreſſed, the widow and fatherleſs, and 
2 _ — rl] 


s M. 1 * 1 


To obtain wakes divine interpoſition $7461 is urged by the 
| Pralmiſt as a prevailing argument, that he was unproteQed 
and deſolate,  * O be not far from me; for trouble is 
& nigh at hand, and there is none to help me. I looked 
on my right-hand, and beheld, but there was no man 
« that would know me; refuge failed me; no man eared 
« for my ſoul. I cried: unto thee, O bo RD: I faid, 
Thou art my refuge.” The common FA THEN * hears 
ts the young ravens when they cry unto him,” and are ear- 
ly left by their hard-hearted dams. Are not ye better than 
many ravens?. Can a woman forget her ſucking child, 
that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the ſon of her 
« womb?” ſays Go p by the prophet. ' He ſpeaks of it as | 
a monſtrous thing, and ſcarce credible in any. Can ſhe 
forget She, in the ſingular number, The anſwer is re- 
markable: Yea, they may forget.” They, in the 
plural; confeſſing it poſſible that more than one ſuch wretch 
may be found amongſt the dregs of nature. Can a wo- 
* man forget her ſucking child? Yea, They may forget, 
yet I will not forget thee.” Can you figure any thing 
more tender and ſoothing? Can you heſitate a moment 
to throw yourſelves on © the everlaſting arms, on his 
ce right-hand, who rides on the heavens for your help, on 
te his excellency in the ſky ? Or having ſo done, can you 
| harbour a doubt of your ſafety, while 6 your A of de- 
6 fence i is the munition of rocks? | 4; 


But to proceed to our laſt argument: : let the rnjuſtioe, 
unkindneſs, and treachery of the world, engage you to 
greater Prudence, Purity, and Devotion. Any natural or 

any amiable tye by which you are or may be bound, God 
forbid thatI ſhould ſeek to ſlacken. Moderate affections 
for proper objects you are allowed, you are called to in- 
dulge. By ſach means you will fill your. places in ſociety, = 
or be in the way to fill them; at the ſame time that you 
Vill enjoy the beſt thing in human life, the friendly feelings 
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one ſhape or another been ſaid ſo often, that whenever 
theſe are ill directed, or carried too far, they are ſure toen- 


tangle in guilt and diſquietude ? Now to prevent, as much 


E as poſlible, the wandering of your paſſions, the Almighty 
makes uſe of the paſſions of others. To bring good out of 
evil is the glory of his government. The worthleſſneſs of 
thoſe who haveabuſed their freedom, he permits as a warn- 

8 ing to you, uo leſs than a puniſhment to them. LF. 


| If men will endeavour to deſpoil that virtue 5 * 


ſhould cheriſh, tocorrupt thoſe minds which they ſhould 


improve, in a word, to ruin that ſex whoſe honour and 


| welfare are in a great meaſure entruſted with Them; ſhould 
not ſuch baſeneſs fill you with diſdain and r 

Gon any of you be ſo mean, ſo ſurpaſſing mean, as to doat 
| e traitors? Even where their aim is not deſtruction, 


merely for amuſement they flatter or ſoothe, ſhould 


os "ſuffer yourſclyes to be ſeduced into fondneſs? How 
fooliſh to be taken with thoſe little ſuperficial attentions, = 


that are ſo eaſily learnt in the ſchool of faſhion, and ſo fre- 


quently practiſed to hide a hojlow, « or 8 an * 


ſoul 13 FO 
Are ye ignorant of its Vs an eſtabliſhed ſyſtem among 


men of gaiety and pleaſure, that your ſex have no prin- 

' ciples; that you are deſigned only to ſerve their purpoſes; 

and that, when you refuſe todo ſo, it is mere pride or 
grroſs diſſimulation? Can ye think of this, and not be of- 
fended? Will ye continue to prefer ſuch e to the 

ſaber, mts, and ſentimental? YE OA. 


Von often behbld the wreeks of . that has been 
blaſted, and of innocence that has been betrayed, Provi- 


dence allows thoſe miſcrable beings to carry their effronte- 
ry ſo far as to appear without ſhame in every public place, 
8251 monuments of male e as well as female infatua- 


don; 


tion; | and cn yt feng rere vith falutar 0 
ror? | 


Cai ye FEI the ſpirit of indignant » virtue om A 
ing out on thoſe men that, in your company, dare to 
ſpeak a language unfit for you to hear? Should not your 
eyes at leaſt make them ſenſible of the affront offered to 
your ears? and if they are hardened enough not to be aſha- 
med, does it not become you ever after to ſhun their ſicht 
as you would ſhun a bear or a ſatyr? I am ſure you will 
think ſo, if you conſult either the i oy of LOR: ſex, or 
the purity of your minds. 


air or Kd 17 is The nid ie.” 
ble orineiple But how has it been diſgraced by worthleſs 
pretenders ! Join, my ſiſters, with all your power, to 
vindicate its honours. Let the ſanctity of your conduct 
ſerve, as much as poſſible, to recall the paſſion from emp- 
ty form and criminal indulgence, from the blind admirati- 
on of an outſide, and the ſhort-lived gratification of youth- . 
ful defire, to a genuine, holy, and enlightened affeQion ; 
ſuch as ſpringing chiefly from a ſympathy of honeſt av 50 
generous hearts, ſhall flouriſh you LY Sms and is 
beauty, are no more. 


— 


If women will marry men of b. bad 3 if Som heh 
ever motive, they will manifeſtly endanger their own ſal- 
vation, by forming ſo intimate a connexion with thoſe 
who betray a total neglect of theirs ; what can we ſay ei- 
ther for religion or the ſex, that will make any impreſſion 
on thoſe who are prejudiced againſt both? What can ble 
plead that accepts without ſcruple the hand ofa man, who 

is ſeldom or ever ſeen in a place of worſhip, and whoſe 
companions are known to be profane or licentious? Is this 
to aQ, in the greateſt concern of * like a perks 9 
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Tei is 2 common complaint, nor can the fat be denied, 


thet molt uf our young gentlemen now a days entirely dif 


regard religious inſtitutions. But how can it be expected 
they ſhould do otherwiſe, ſo long as they find themſelves, 

in general, no way the leſs acceptable to the ladies, for 
ſuch faſhionable impiety ? What a e in * women 


: profeſſing Godlineſs us 


Amidſt ſo 121 diſorder and ſo many ſnares on To hand, 


what can be ſo wiſe for you, my chriſtian friends, as to 
| take refuge more and more in the ſanctuary of devotion ?— 


Let us not diſſemble the truth. The greater part of either 
ſex ſtudy to prey on one another. The world, in too many 
inſtances, is a theatre of war between men and women. 


Every ſtratagem is tried, and every advantage taken, on 
the fide of both. On the fide of the former, ſtrength 


and daring are joined to art and ambition, in which the 


latter abound. To make a truce they often meet. Even 
preliminaries towards a peace are often propoſed. Indivi- 
duals paſs over to the camp of the enemy, and are recon- 
ciled. But what ſhall we ſay of the contending powers 


at large? Methinks they reſemble this and a neighbouring 


| kingdom, between which a general truce is always Bork 
and a national peace never ſecure. 


To many young ce the preacher will ſeem as one 
that mocks. The men they conſider as their beſt friends; 
and a laſting union is what they long for as the height of 


| happineſs. An union by ſome means or other, will pro- 


bably take place. And if it ſhall, to know that it proved 
laſting, entire, and happy, as happy as the preſent ſtate 


permits, would, you may be well aſſured, give the preacher 


pleaſure. But if from this, or any imaginable con- 
nexion upon earth, you hope for compleat felicity; your 


| hopes will be vain. Imperfe& yourſelves, you have no 
right to expect perfeQion from men. In the moſt * 


ble 


. 1 On Nui lun 


ble attachments, you will. ſtill find a mixture. The beſt 
characters will ſometimes ſay, or do that, which ſhall 


occafi6n pain; daily intercourſe will dull the reliſh of delight; 


and diſagreeable accidents, but eſpecially ſevere diſtreſs, 
will not improve the taſte for it. Devotion, dearly belo- 
ved, Devotion will ever be your ſureſt and ſweeteſt re- 
ſource. * Acquaint yourſelves therefore now with God, 
* and be at you a 


E now, I doukt not, Gone of you perceive thin al | 
beſide i is uncertain and unſatisfadtory. Yopr father and 
mother have forſaken you by death; or, which is far worſe, 
by unnatural cruelty, or horrible ſelfiſhneſs. You have 
not perhaps in the world a friend to ſupply their place: Or 
if you have, you cannot but know that human friendſhips 
are often fallacious , and like other human comforts always 
precarious, Every thing in nature is ſubje& to viciſſitude z 
and nothing more uſual than for men to adopt a different 
deportment as their circumſtances or intereſts, their opini- 
ons or humours, vary. There is but one immutable friend, 
A friend that ſticks cloſer than brother,” a lover, or a2 
parent. He is the ſame yeſterday, and to day, and for 
© ever. He will never forfake you.“ He has engaged 
himſelf by his promiſe, and #* he is not man that he ſhould 
& lie, neither the ſon of man that he ſhould repent.” ' 


I have often thought that, in ſome reſpeQs, there is hot 
any creature ſo forlorn or expoſed, as a young woman, 
beautiful, unexperienced, ſingle, almoſt wholly friendleſs, 
bred to affluence, left in dependance, perhaps i in indigence, 
of which ſome wretch curſt with wealth is willing to avail _ 
himſelf for the vileſt ends. While I paint ſuch a ſituation, | 
who does not ſee the need of Piety? What remains for this 
pretty ſufferer, but to hold faſt her innocence at all adven- 
tures, and look up to him “ with whom the fatherleſs 
find mercy.” Protect me, O my heavenly Father, 

| | 7 5 5 © my 
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e ſure and e friend; a thy poor 
'- * dependant, helpleſs creature. From this wilderneſs of 
© life I lift up my eyes to thee; to thy throne of pity 1 
© ſtretch out my arms for ſuccour. Behold, I am needy, and 
< feeble, and full of affliction. I tread amòng ſnares ; 
1 tremble for fear. But thou art good and merciful, 
© Save me O Lord, moſt mighty; ſave me from evil men, 
© from vain companions, from folly, from myſelf, My 
© wants ſupply, moſt gracious : my weakneſs ftrengthen ; 
for ever guard the virtue by thee implanted. Thou art 
| © the guide of my youth; lead me in a plain path, be- 
_ © cauſe of my enemies. Let none have power to hurt me; 
© may ſome have the goodneſs to ſupport my ſteps.” Send 
© down Wiſdom from thy holy heavens, that ſhe may la- 
- © bourwith me continually, and ſweetly counſel mein all my 
* doings. In thee, O God, in Thee alone have I put 
my truſt : let me never be confounded. Be my God for 
ever and ever, and my guide even unto death. L aſk 1 it 
© for the ſake of my: Divine Redeemer. Amen. 
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On Pracaus pur. 85 


| 4 TIM; 4-19... 4 
: ne, becometh women trofeſſing Gali. 


nov xxxi. 30. | 


- [9 5 


Favour is deceitful, and beatty i is vain : ut a woman that 
— feareth the Lord, She yu be Ow. | 


| Deva , my beloved be is a dan of too 
much importance and dignity to be yet diſmiſſed from our 
meditation. What has been already offered on this head, | 
is but a ſmall part of that which I would recommend to 
your attention. From a former hint you will readily con-- WM 
ceive, that to preſent you here with a regular ſyſtem of | 
piety is not my deſign. Such arfattempt were een : 
Of the ſpiritual kind there are books innumerable, in 
which you will-meet with all that can be faid on the ſub- 
_ jeQtin general. The inducements to Religion which are 
more immediately derived from your ſex and ſituation, 
together with thoſe Exerciſes and thoſe Effects of it, that 
concern you more particularly, are the points to which” | 
my plan properly eva me. | 


I will begin this diſcourſe by remoying a bar which has „ 
been thrown in our way by ſuch as have appeared fond of 1 

every opportunity to depreciate the better half of the hu. 

man ſpecies. The deyotion of women has been conſide n- 
ed as nothing more than the paſſion of love directed to s - 
divine object, when in reality they longed for an inferior MY 
one, or happened to be diſappointed in their wiſhes: an 


opinion eee occaſion to ſome witand more ri - 5 5 
| dieule. 
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more reaſonable, er in truth more (neceſſary, than that be- 


00 © | On Fenal Picty, Jr . 


It ſeems to TER — chiefly from two cauſes; i the 


amorous ſtyle which has by too many female pens” been 


adopted into devotional writings; and the multitudes 


of young women who, denied originally the opportunity 
of indulging their natural inclinations, or afterwards croff- 


ed in the purſuit of them, have flung themſelves headlong 
into the gloomy retreats of a miſtaken piety, where they 
have been taught to offer at a heavenly ſhrine, thoſe fires 
which were not ſuffered to burn freely elſewhere, 5 


But n now on the former circumſtance I . obſerve, 
that the language of love has not, ſo far as I know, been 
admitted into books of devotion by female more frequent- 
ly than by male authors; and that, in this practice, both 


have probably thought themſelves warranted by the exam- 


ple of Solomon in his well-known ſong : a compoſition, of 


which I muſtneeds ſay, that how naturally ſoever it came 
from a monarch of his charaQtar, in thoſe earlier days of 

eaſtern imagination and eaſtern ardour, it ſhould by no 
means be made a model for chriſtian writers. In the New 


Teſtament, although produced from the ſame region, we 
find very little of this ſort, and that little in the chaſteſt and 


_ pureſt ſtrain; at the ſame time that there we are expreſsly 


required, and taught, © to worſhip God whois a ſpirit in 


* ſpirit and in truth.” But when we diſapprove of the 


practice as indiſoreet, muſt we condemn it too as ſenſual ; 


or becauſe in ſome. it may have been the ebullition of 2 


laſcivious fancy, ſhall we pronounce it to be ſo in all? Cer. 


tain it is, that among ſuch as have uſed it, there have been 
not a few eminently diſtinguiſhed 3 80. purity | of their 


manner 87 


* 


In the caſe of thoſe numerous votarles ts the church of - 


b Rome, who by violence or eraft, deſpondence or ſuperſti- 


tion, are immured in convents; what can be more natural, 


ing 
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3 x. „ 1856 
in Ane of the pleaſures of this world, they ſhould 
ſk conſolation from the next? Or if finding it impoſſible 
to cultivate one of the ſtrongeſt propenſities of the human 
heart, by that kind of commerce which Nature intended, 
can they be juſtly blamed for turning to an object, whoſe- 
infinite excellence ſhall furniſh endleſs ſcope for the beſt 
| ſentiments and nobleſt affections of the ſoul, thoſe that are 
immediately connected with piety ? Will not the ſame way 
of reaſoning be applicable to women "_ in the world? 
1 e it will. | 


But, in reality, the opinion we now examine would 1 re- 
fleẽt no diſhonour on feminine devotion, did not thoſe who 
entertain it progeed upon a low idea of the paſſion referred 
to. Whatever hold that paſſion, for purpoſes apparently | 
wiſe, may take at firſt of the animal part of our frame, they. 
are utter ſtrangers to its genuine character, who do not 
know that it is capable of riſing ts the utmoſt refinement. 
By pleading the cauſe of Virtucus Love, I ſhall be able to 
prove its connexion with that which is Divine to be found- 
ed in nature; I mean in cultivated nature, where a ſenſe 
of the divinity obtfins. | As virtuous love operates on both 
the ſexes pretty nearly alike, what I am going to obſerve 
of its effects on the men may, I believe, be juſtly applied 
to the impreſſions produced by it on the women. : 
A man ſees i in ſome public place a great Lo of young 
perſons to whom he never ſpoke. He ſurveys them all. 
He is ſtruck with one, who is really leſs beautiful than ſe-. 
veral others preſent, and who is ſo even in his eyes: in 
her favour he decides at once. It is a common caſe: how 
ſhall we account for it! I conceive, thus: Every counte- 
nance expreſſes, or is thought to expr els, a character pe- 
culiar to itfelf ; and that which correſponds moſt with our 
particular taſte in the way of temper, behaviour, under 
e we e and ſpontaneouſly prefer. By 
RET this 
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this charatier. therefore, whether real « or imaginary, we 
are determined. As we hinted in a former diſcourſe, it is 
the ſoul we feck. With mind only can mind unite. T hat 
Sich i is preſented to our eyes attracts us merely as an 
| image of that which they cannot perceive. Our ſenſes may 
_ be faid to tie the knot; but, ſtrictly ſpeaking, the knot is 
formed in the ſoul. Our ſenſes are properly the vehicles 
of our affection; but to that affectien they ſtill act in ſub- 
_ | ordination, It is ſupreme. Its power is indeed fo great, 
' - that were the gratification of the ſenſes, in the paſſion we 
are now conſidering, to interfere with the intereſt of our 
nobler part, or with this exalted ſentiment which conſti- 
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uttes its joy, they would be ſacrificed without heſitation. 
7. To virtuous love the ſpirit of ſacrifice is eſſential. What 
bo hazards, hardſhips, loſſes, pains, has not this generous 
Attachment encountered, with pleaſure and even with 
= extafy; happy in manifeſting its zeal by the moſt arduous 
1 proofs! To mention but one inſtance amongſt ten thou- 
ind, and that recorded in Holy Writ; we are told, that 
_ . © Jacob ſerved ſeven years for Rachel, and that they ſeem- 
4 F < ed to him but a few days.”— — EH For the love he 
id © had to her.” | 3 9 
s i But now W the mas we have juſt imagined, to 
148 cherifh with fondneſs the ſudden impreſſion made upon 
W | bim by a certain appearance; to be introdueed to the lady, 
| and to admire her more and more for thoſe internal quali- 


gies, which from that appearance he preſumes her to poſ- 

- ſeſs. With her looks too he is every day more deeply 
Fmitten, but ftill as they are the fangied picture of her 
mind. This ideal form follows him every where. Buſi- 
neſs, company, amuſement, be could not endure but for 
the thoughts of her, which are for ever intermingling. 
Her converſation, her ſmiles, her approbation, even the 
lighteſt marks of her regard, are to him happineſs une - 
qualled, noſe ſuch. a8 "can MED be excelled by the entire 


. 0 
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dit of the ART: object, He purſues, he obtains # 


it. And now ſuppoſe him to ee that the character 


he uſed to contemplate with tranſport was merely imagina- 


ry; that ſhe is abſolutely deſtitute of the diſpoſitions, the 


ſentiments, in one word, the ſou] which he had fondly fi- 
gured Need I ſpeak the reſt? Ah, what diſappoint- 
ment and miſery | Where now is his love? Where the 
facred, fervent, elevated paſſion, he ſo lately foſtered as 
the felicity of his life! Intellectual and moral beauty he 


chiefly ſought. He finds it not; and becauſe he does not 
find it, what happens? His very ſenſes, though remain- 
ing conſtitutionally the ſame, revolt, are diſguſted, and 
chilled. The enchanting face enchants no more: and why? 


hHecauſe it no longer reflects the image that inflamed his | 
breaſt. A fool or a tyrant ſtarts = there, ana ſenſe and 


ſofineſs frenzied to reſide. 


But now let us —— this 8 part of the fn J 
and ſuppoſe that the lady's real character anſwers to her 

appearance; that, inſtead of loſing, ſhe gains by a more 45 
intimate acquaintance ; in ſhort, that certain hidden graces, 
which no feature, form, or air could fully expreſs, 
diſplay themſelves as circumſtances riſe to call them forth; 


what will be the conſequence? That the youthful 2 


of our lover will increaſe? No, but a better ardour will; | x 


that of rational eſteem,” ſentimental complaiſance, and ſelf- 


congratulation. The other, as he advances in life, will 
gradually abate, and at length vaniſh. What then? Will 
this tenderneſs vaniſh, or his affections abate? By no 
means. We have ſeen that from the beginning it was te WM 
love of her mind principally. It is ſo now more than ever. 
It has leſs emotion: it has more ſolidity; it is leſs earthly: : ba 
it is more divine. It is love mellowed into friendſhip. ©. 
What ſhall I ſay? It is the fineſt feeling of the human 
heart. And the attraction grows, partly by habit, partly 
* the encreaſe of thoſe NY that cauſed it on her fide, - 
_ xd 8 
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and partly by the improvement of good Afpoſitions on his, 
The tumultuous and irregular pleaſures to which perhaps 

before he knew her, he was addicted, have now loſt their 

reliſh. . The calm, yet intereſting joys, he taſtes in her ſo- 
cicty, occupy all his leiſure. From every engagement, 
whether of the buſy or idle kind, he returns to her with 
new delight, glad to ſhake off the interrupting world, and 
zmpatient when it compels him to any long abſence. 'By 
| the lovely ſympathies of her gentle boſom, his cares are 
ſoothed, his labours ſoftened, and his loſſes rendered eaſy. 
Is he ſucceſsful? His ſucceſs is triumph, from this thought, 
1 ſhall be able to make her more happy whom my ſoul 
_ *loveth,” Is ſhe in pain or fiokneſs? Does her health de- 


c.iline? Will this man look on unconcerned? Ahl no: 


| he will hang over her bed of diſtreſs with augmented fond- 

* neſs, with an anguiſh more charming than all the luxury 

of ſenſual indulgence. Is her bloom withered? *, Are the 

allurements of youth gone? Will he grow indifferent ? 

No, no! in his eye ſhe is handſome ſtill. In all ſhe ſays, 

and does, and looks, he ſtill beholds, and till admires, the 
: vafaded nw unfading beauties of her foul, 


n any 8 infenfible wretch, prone «to o ſpeak 
* evil of the things which he knows not,” and which he 
cannot know, ſhould affect to treat this repreſentation 
with ridicule, as viſionary and unnatural, I can only pity 
him. You who are diſpoſed to be ingenuous and candid,” 
may reſt aſſured that it is taken from life. 'Thoſe whom it 
reſembles will own it true, while they find it imperfed. 
But imperfeQt as it is, it will, if I miſtake not, one ſufficient 

io prove the 2855 for n 1 have e it. 


| AbſtraQ, my agen, fron that regard to dn; which 

in the pureſt paſſion between the ſexes we have acknow- 
ledged to be an original ingredient, but, Which we have | 
und to be only an inferior ingredient, and one whoſe | 
| | | operation : 


- , * * 


E 189 
operation is ſoon diminiſhed ; abſtract from this, and what 
is there in all the reſt, that may not be traced to the love of 14 
excellence? But what elſe, I would gladly know, is the 
leading idea in the love of Gop ? Between that firſt of 
| Beings, and the moſt accompliſhed of his creatures, the 
_ diſtance is indeed infinite. The faireſt virtues we ſee 
around us are at beſt but faint emanations-from him, who 
is the perfection of beauty.”. But from theſe, and from 
a admiration' they inſpire, it is, that we are led up. to 
him; as by ſo _—_ pleaſing —__ ſcattered ſtreams to 
bees rea e | 


17 
i 
; Ez 


And now ſuppoſe that a a woman; poſlellee with 
the beliefof this higheſt excellence, is diſappointed in her 
proſpec̃᷑ts of an agreeable union with one of our ſex: ſhe 
turns her thoughts to heaven. She contemplates truth and 
reQitude, wiſdom: arid goodneſs, power, mercy, and faith- 
fulneſs, in their ſource, She conſiders them as all work- 
ing together for her good: ſhe ſees them ſhining through 
the cloud of diſappointment. From this cloud ſhe hears, 
as it were, her Maker thus addreſſing her; My daugh- 
© ter, give me thy heart. Thy ſupreme affeQion none 
upon earth can deſerve. Human attainments are all de. 
fective; human regards are often inſincere. Put not 

your truſt in the ſon of man: he may deceive, or he 
* may change, or he may not be able to protect you. But 
of this kind you have nothing to fear from your creator. 
© Throw thyſelf, my child, on my friendſhip. he is not 
diſobedient to the heavenly call. She proſtrates herſelf in 
the preſence of the Moſt High. To him ſhe devotes 
that heart which he formed ; to him ſhe pours it out, with 
freedom. She adoreg the an i "on of his nature: the 
frailties of her own, with all the failings of her life paſt, 
ſhe penitently confeſſes: her tears flow. Her mind is re- 
lieved; conſolation pervades her ſoul; out of weakneſs 
me v waxes » fropg. Virtue never e to her half ſo fair; 

| e 


190 = o- fn uu. > _ 8. K. 5 
e riſes RF Tk her in full 8 ec ob- 


jects open to her view; ſolitude and ſilence begin to 


- — charm. Converſe with her God, with her Savious; - 

woith her BiBLE, with HraszLy, yields a pleaſure hitherto 
1 unknown. In the midſt of ſociety ſhe longs for its return; 
7 from the diſſipation of amuſements ſhe retreats with joy; 


ſelf-denial for the ſake of Go, and goodneſs, loſes its 
name; her duty is her delight; the ſpirit of ſacrifice is felt 
in all its nobleneſs. She is great, and ſhe is happy Say, 
ye ſons of raillery ; ye ſcoffers at female devotion, declare; 
what is there in all this unnatural, irrational, or in any reſ= 


e unſuitable to the beſt p of the human mind. 


'F rom xwhat 855 faig let none ines that L mean 
to infinuate female devotion may not be found in married 


as well as ſingle life; or that a woman will not have re- 


_ © courſe to piety, unleſs ſhe be driven to it by diſappointed 


love. This, like every other diſtreſs, and more perhaps 


han any other, will prompt a young perſon of reflection to 


turn to the ALMIGHTY. But of worth or ingenuity thoſe 
| ſurely have no true feeling, who think that the character 


of the SUPREME cannot from a heart well diſpoſed com- 
' mand an affeQtionate veneration in any condition, or under 


any circumſtance whatever. 9 


That in Female nature N are certain Qualities L 

which ſeem peculiarly calculated, by the grace of Gon, to 
diſſpoſe it for the reception and culture of this divine prin - 

_ eiple, I will proceed in the next place to demonſtrate, pot 


That your ſex are, ina particular degree, duelle 


| - ofallthe tender affe ctions, will, I preſume, be allowed by 
moſt. Their propenſity to thoſe, with which the paſſion 


of love is more immediately complicated, has been char- 


ged upon them by many as matter of reproach, What to 


me appears in e to do them oh is the warmih 
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4 1 e to be alfetted with 5 
whatever has a tendency to touch. the heart. But I have 
always thought that the ſſ pirit of devotion depends on ſen- 


| timent, rather than ratiocination; on the feelings of grati- 
tude and wonder, joy and ſorrow, triumph and oontrition, 
hope and fear, rather than on theological diſquiſition how- 


ever profound, or pious ſpeculation however exalted. ' Re- : 


ligion, it is certain, has been often mazed and loſt in the 


labyrinth of ſchool-divinity. Although, in © contending 
4 for the faith once delivered to the ſaints,” againſt the 
the attacks of unbelievers, ſound criticiſm and diſpaſſionate 


arguments be undoubtedly the proper weapons, and although 


to thinking minds they be alſo the natural inſtruments of 


information and conviction; yet is it not by them that the 
devotional ptinoiphy is awakened en alive ? 


For unintelligible impreſlons, or wild enthabala, 1 
am not an advocate. He that is, expoſes religion to diſ- 


grace. Common ſenſe, calm reflection, uaiverſal righ- 


teouſneſs, a humanity unlimited by party, a moderation 
that can applaud virtue in an enemy; theſe my dear charge, 
never be given up on any pretence, or for any perſuaſion. 
A faith without morality, a devotion repugnant to reaſgn, 
are not chriſtianity ; but hypocriſy, or ſuperſtition. - Be- 
ware of ſuch as under the maſk of zeal would ſeek. to re- 
move you from the only ground which, by God's 528 0 
can ſecure your ſtedfaſtneſs, improvement, and comfort ; ; 
1 mean a ſober evangelical Picty. FI 79 


5 In the days of the apoſtles there 1 were . tar 0 ile 

in wait to deceive, that crept into widows. houſes, and 
* led captive filly women,” In our days their ſucceſſors, 
are numerous. I ſay again, Of ſuch beware; © left by 


* any means, as the ſerpent beguiled Eve through his ſub- 
* tilty, ſo your minds be corrupted from the ſimplicity - 
« { that i is in Chrit.” ot on " that whatever 
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teacher or teachers Wat avail Ae 11 the be 
of your paſſions, or the vivacity of your imaginations, to 


ſeduce you into any ſyſtem unfriendly to a good temper 


and a good life, do either miſtake the true deſign of the 
goſpel, or have an ill deſign on you. But then on the 
other hand you may be equally aſſured, that whatever tea- 
cher or teachers would attempt by dry diſputation, or cold 
ehquiry, to convert or edify ſouls, are ſtrangers alike to 
nature and to chriſtianity. What in truth is the latter, 
but an affectionate and powerful addreſs to the former, di- 


vinely adapted to take hold not of the underſtanding only, 


but of the conſcience, the will, and the paſſions; that is 
of the moſt vital and operative ee of the enk! ? 


Amend the reſt I mentioned the paſſion of Fours” We 
are told by an apoſtle, that © perfect love caſteth out 
ec ſear.” But perfect love, in matters of religion, cannot, 
firialy underſtood, be ſuppoſed compatible with human 

frailty. To that is the ſyſtem of Jeſus graciouſly. propor- 
+ tioned. There the paſſion I ſpeak of is applied to, in a 

manner the moſt ſtriking that can be conceived. For what 
_ purpoſe? To damp reſolution, or diſhearten hope? No; 
but to reſtrain the impetuoſity of deſire, and to prevent 
the miſery of diſorder ; not to frighten you from the mercy- 
ſeat, but to ſhow you the neceſſity of taking ſhelter there. 
You, my female friends, are naturally fearful. A con- 
ſeious weakneſs prompts you continually to ſeek protection. 
Feeling yourſelyes, and knowing your ſex to be helpleſs, 
you flee to men for ſafety. But do you always find it in 


them ?—Need I point you to a ſure refuge? I have done it 


already. Are you mortified at the timidity of your nature? 


Are you depreſſed by the feebleneſs of your frame? l know - 


not that you have cauſe: I am certain you have not; if a 


ſenſe of your condition have induced you put yourſelyes 


under the guardianſhip of Omnipotence. > Many, of you 


it is Evident, have the art of turning your infirmities to 


Four 
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your own. advantage, ſo far as concerns your külkbetnde 1 
with our ſex. But*hat power, which you thus extract 
from imbecility, is often, alas! by the unhappineſs of 
your paſſions, only rendered productive of new and greater 
weakneſſes; whereas, if you were wiſe, you might on 
ee natural oma build an invincible ſtrength, 0 ſeou- | 


Your A ks to do thing hy ths EDN of : 
ſuch a piety as I am now recommending, I will conſider 
in the next place; thoſe encouragements, I mean, which 
both Providence and Scripture preſent to your ſex with an 
appropriation as obſeryable i in fel,” as it is merciful to 
e e 1 | 


Nething « can % more aki 5 05 that Hawk FRA ; 
placed you moſt commonly in circumſtances peculiarly ad- 
vantageous for the exerciſes of devotion, and for the pre- 
ſervation of that virtue, without which every profeſſion of 
godlineſs muſt be regarded as an impudent-pretence. The 
ſituation of men lays them open to a variety of tempta- 
tions, that lie out of your road. The buſtle of life, in 
which they are generally engaged, leaves them often but 
little leiſure for holy offices. Their paſſions are daily ſub- 
ject to be heated by the ferment of buſineſs; and how 
hard is it for them to avoid being importuned to exceſs, 
while ſometimes a preſent intereſt, frequently a preſſing 
appetite, and yet more frequently the fear of ridicule, ſti - 
mulates them to ere _ hs th hard for a ee. | 
man to withſtand 5 


: 5 NE . 
mn philoopher can foorm u. | 


In the caſe of our 3 do we not often ſee ranked on the £ 
ſide of licentiouſneſs that reputation which ought to attend 
on ſobriety alone? Is not the laſt openly laughed at by thoſe 


85 194 | | On fn — * X. 


to 1 opinion giday young men will pay moſt reſpett, 
their own companions? is not its contrary cried up. as a 
mark of ſpirit? And if, in their unreſtrained converſation. 
amongſt a diverſity of humours, they meet with affronts, 
are they not conftantly told, that the maxims of honour 
require them to take revenge? Is not all this extremely 

. unfavourable to the religious life, of which ſo great a part 
.- conſiſts in purity and prayer, in regularity and coolneſs, 
- in ſelf-command and mild affections? But from ok ſnares 
your ſex are W eee | 


In many i men are cada by folly, 1e "i | 
ſurrender ; whereas women mult generally invite it by art, 


or rather indeed take it by violence, ere they can poſſeſs 


themſelves of its guilty pleaſures. So far the Almighty, 
in conſideration of their debility, and from a regard to 


their innocence, has raiſed a kind of fence about them, to 


prevent thoſe wilder excurſions into which the other ſex 


are frequently carried, with a Wen nene by fear, 
and favoured by cuſtom; ' | 


Corrupt as. the world is, it i contalnly e pots from 

young women a ſtrict decorum; nor, as we have ſeen 
before, does it eaſily forgive them the leaſt deviation. Add 
that, while you remain without families of your own, few 
of you are neceſſarily ſo engaged, as not to have a large 
portion of time, with daily opportunities for recolleQion, if 
vou be inclined to improve them. I go farther and ſubjoin 
that your improving them by a piety the moſt regular and 
avowed, if withal unaffected and liberal, will be no ſort 
of objection to the men, but much the reverſe. 
A bigoted woman every man of ſenſe will carefully ſhun 
as a moſt diſagreeablE and even dangerous companion. 
But'the ſecret reverence, which that majeſtic form, Re- 
ligion, impriats on the hearts of all, is ſuch, that even they 
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who will not ſubmit to its diftates themſelves, do yet wiſh 
it to be regarded by thoſe with whom they are connected 
in the neareſt relations. The verieſt infidel of them all, 
I am apt to believe, would be ſorry to find his ſiſter, daugh< 
ter, or wife, under no reſtraint from religious principle. 
Thus it is, that even the greateſt libertines are forced to 
pay, at the ſame inſtant, a kind of implicit reſpect to the 
two main objects of their profligate ſatire, Piety and Wo- 
men; while they conſider theſe as formed for each other, 
and tacitly acknowledge that the firſt is the only effectual 
means of enſuring the good behaviour of the laſt. Let 
' them talk as long, and as contemptuouſly as they will, 
about that eaſiy credulity, and thoſe ſuperſtitious terrors, 
which they pretend to be the foundation of your religion; 
ſomething within will always give them the lie, ſo long 
as they perceive that your religion renders you more ſtea- 
dily virtuous, and more truly lovely. | 


But let us turn to Scripture, and ſee what peculiar in- 
citement you have from thence to the profeſſion and prac- 
_ tice of godlineſs. How encouraging to reflect, that the 
very firſt promiſe made to the human race diſtinguiſned 
your ſex with a mark of honour, as ſignal as it was unex- 
ampled! Need I explain myſelf by ſaying, that the great- 
eſt perſonage who ever viſited our world, he who came 
on the important deſign, and who executed it in the moſt 
wonderful manner, none other and none leſs than © the 
« ſon of God, who was manifeſted to deſtroy the works 
of the devil,” and on their ruins to raiſe an empire of 
righteouſneſs and happineſs, elevated as heaven, and laſting 
as eternity that He, I ſay, was from the beginning pre- 
difted under the ſingular and intereſting character of © the 
ſeed of the woman ?” How exalting a circumſtance for your 
whole ſex, that the Saviour of men, the admiration of 
angels, and the prince of heaven, was accordingly © in 
85 the fulneſs of time made of a woman!” And, oh, my 
| © Si Gy Nang. 
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young friends, hot dignity will it for ever refle& on mai- 
dien virtue, that © a virgin conceived and bore a ſon, the 
© only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth 
Where is the religion, or the philoſophy, that has lifted 
your nature ſo high, or placed the beauty of female purity 
ah excellence i in a light ſo IE and noble? 


Nor muſt we forget to take notice of whe particular ho- 
"nours, with which individuals of your ſex have had their 
memories tranſmitted. to poſterity by the ſacred records. 
Not to inſiſt on the females of the Old Teſtament, that 
© through faith have obtained a gord report;” it merits 
your obſervation how many we read of in the New, who 
for the duties of devotedneſs to their Saviour, the libera- 
lities of reſpe& to his perſon, and even the heroiſm of zeal 
in his cauſe; are marked out with 2 nme an 
ee EW us 4 | 


| When of his 8 the moſt halen henkdds had 
even forſworn, and: all the reſt had forſaken him and fled, 
we find thoſe faithful and gentle creatures ſurrounding his 
croſs with lamentations, which they were neither aſhamed 
nor afraid to avow. Never ſure did female tears appear 
more graceful. Nor were they merely that tranſient flow 


1 of mechanical grief, ſo eaſily furniſned by too many eyes, 


where the heart has little or no ſhare in the ſoſt effuſion. 
The love which thoſe devout daughters of Jeruſalem bore 
to their maſter, nothing could extinguiſh. Who has not 
read that affecting ſtory of the viſit to the ſepulchre, paid 
by the pious: Marys and their little company, together 
with the kind, generous, and as it might have proved, 
very hazardous purpoſe which produced it? Their ſetting 
out alone, at ſo early an hour, while it was yet dark, to 
engage in ſo ſolemn a ſcene, afforded a ſtriking proof of 
the courage and conſtancy with which their piety had in- 
Horton: them, __— all that ſpirits like theirs muſt have 
| om 
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ſuffered how fo. many circumſtances of RECON In their 
countenanees, words, and geſtures on that occaſion, 5 
think I read the painful, yet amiable emotions, that wrought 
in their tender throbbing hearts. I am particularly charmed 
with the eager anxiety, and beautiful diſtreſs of Mary 
Magdalene, whoſe gratitude for the tranſcendent mercies 
ſhe had received, did then flame out with ſuch uncommon 
fervour. While I contemplate the whole tranſaction, 
with the conduct that preceded it, I cannot but admire 
that juſtice which, in preference to all others, honoured 
| thoſe excellent women with being the firſt witneſſes and 
publiſhers of Chriſt's reſurrection, or, as an ancient writer 
has expreſſed it, Apoſtles to the Apoſtles themſelves. A 
very natural, as it is in effect a moſt memorable atteſtation 
jo their ſuperior. attachment, and unconquerable fidelity! 
_ Surely it was not in vain, that the annals of inſpiration 
have regiſtered thoſe pleaſing facts with ſuch particularity. 
There they ſtand, and will for ever ſtand, illuſtrious mo- 


numents of female worth, in a conjuncture moſt peculiarly - 


trying, and of the extraordinary approbation it met with 
from him, in whoſe ſight devotion and perſeverance, af- 
fection and faith, will always outfhine the more ſhowy 
qualities that fill the world with hiſtory and wonder, 


a 


1 ſhould have mentioned before this, the friendſhip of * 


Jeſus to the ſiſters of Lazarus, his applauſe to the woman 
of Canaan, aud his pathetio addreſs to the women who | 
followed him weeping, while he carried his croſs.. It is 
likewiſe worthy of remark, that of all the diſciples, ke 
who ſeems, in a certain divine ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, - to 
have reſembled him moſt, directed one of thoſe Epiſtles - . 
which make a part of our ſcriptures to a lady, a perſon 
of diſtinction much reſpected by him and all the believers - 

of that time for her eminent "piers and 8 of * ca. © 


eren, 6 ; * 
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And now if, with encouragements like theſe to the ove 
of God and -our Saviour, any of you, my fair auditory, 
ſhould live in forgetfulneſs of both; what ſhall we ſay of 
| ſuch, but that they are deſtitute of true ambition, and totally 
inſenſible to the moſt „ n of hea- 
W, | 


But noviups we ſhall be told, that the 3 "OR 
which many of you meet with from men on account of 
Its inferior gifts, ſuch as youth, beauty, fancy, ſprightlineſs, 

prevent or deſtroy thoſe better ſentiments which you might 
be otherwiſe diſpoſed to cultivate, I doubt it not. But do 
you plead this is an excuſe ? Your ſituation, we have gran - 
ted all along, ſubjeQs you to temptations in particular inſtan- 
ces. But we have ſeen, that it frees you from other yery dan- 
gerous ſnares, and includes the moſt powerful attractives to 
your duty. What are you to infer from the whole, but 
that you ought to avail yourſelves of theſe advantages for 
| een and guarding you wherever you lie expoſed ? 


1 3 juſt named what appears to me your ſex? s weakeſt | 
de. To arm you on that I have had opportunities of 
offering a variety of precautions. I now add, and it ſhall be 
my laſt conſideration on this occaſion, that Revelation con- 
cours with Reaſon to furniſh the ſtrongeſt weapons of defence 
- againſt that A which is ſo great an | enemy to 9 
ſeuls. 5 


. hat your ſouls are ee is probable FI reaſon 
and certain from revelation. But the arguments from 
either I hold unneceſſary to propoſe here. To attem pt the 
conviction of female infidels falls not within my preſent de- 
ſign. Indeed I fear it were a hopeleſs undertaking. The 
prepoſterous vanity, together with the open or ſecret 

profligacy, by which they have been warped into ſoep- 
ticiſm, would in all likehood baffle any endeavours of mine. 
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If they be nat Boeder 8 far gone in that dnkuppy nem 
as to be reſolved againſt all ſober enquiry, I would earneſtly 

recommended to their peruſal a few of the many excellent 

. writings, which this age and country have produced in 
favour of religion both natural and revealed. At the ſame 

time I would juſt remind them, that the daring and diſpu- 

tatious ſpirit of unbelief is utterly repugnant to female ſoft- 
neſs, and to that ſweet docility which, in their ſex, is ſo pe- 
culiarly pleaſing to ours: not to mention, that from an infidel 
partner a man can have no proſpe@ of conſolation in thoſe 
hours of diſtreſs, when the hopes of futurity can alone ad- 
miniſter relief To you, my chriſtian hearers, I was going 
to obſerve, that the ſtedfaſt and ſerious belief of immortality 
as pointed out in yaur frame, and brought to light by the 
goſpel, will excite ſuch a mighty concern to ſecure its grand 
intereſts, ſuch a high ſenſe of your internal dignity, ſuch a 
predominant ambition of being acceptable in his ſight, who 
can make you happy or wretched for ever, as muſt neceſſa- 
rily leſſen in your eſteem every external and 1 ad- 


vantage. 


If yon be really voſſeſed by U thofe. Pu ke: that 
from ſpiritual and everlaſting objects would turn your chief 
regard to ſkin-deep and ſhort-hved allurements, will \| ſurely 
in a moment of recollection at leaſt, be looked upon by 
you as a tempter to be ſhunned. * That pride of life, which 
in the eye of folly ſwells into ſuch importance, will ſhrink 
and fade away into its native littleneſs in her view, whoſe 
thoughts are often entertained with the magnificence and 

ſplendor of eternal things. To that young woman who, 5 


like her of Bethany, has choſen the good part,” * 5 


meekly penſive ſits at the feet of Jeſus, and with delighted 
reverence hears his words ; the inſinuation of the vicious, 
the impertinence of the vain, in ſhort, whatever would 8 
rd ber of ber W or ee ber nfoy! ing. 1. will 
not 


* 
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not; I think, -be over pleaſing. » To ber * care of her 
ſalvation i is the one thing needful. Compared with that, 
even the beſt things of this world appear, what in truth 
. they are, but trifles; in which, becauſe the condition of 
mortality makes it unavoidable, ſhe ſhares with chearful- 
neſe, but in which ſhe. ſhares with moderation too, becauſe 
ſhe has buſineſs to mind of, infinite ent, . 


4 What mall i it MY a man, ik he ſhall g gain the whole 
ce world, and loſe his own ſoul?” The queſtion, was aſked 
by him, who knew right well the value of both. Had he 
aſked, © What ſhalt profit a woman, if the ſhall gain the 
* whole world, and loſe her own ſoul ?? would the ſtate of | 
the queſtion have been altered? You. will not ſay it. 
 Weighed againſt a ſoul, the empire of the earth were duſt 
in the balance. What then ſhall we call thoſe things, for 
which ſinners are daily forfeiting their ſalvation ? Tell me, 
ye. flattered fair ones, what | is the worth of praiſe or admi- 

ration from knaves, or from fools, for which ſo many of 
you are ready to forfeit yours? Ye daughters of Vanity, 
tell me what will dreſs, or ſhow, or gaiety of any kind, 
where God and goodneſs are neglected, © profit in the 
4 day of wrath ?” In that day of diſcovery and deeiſion, 
what will appearances avail Give me back theſe laſtſen- 
tences: I had forgotten: Dreſs, ſhow, gaiety, appear - 
ances, will be then no more. But hold; before. we look 
ſo far, let us ſee what they: can e now. 


They can n attract attention; 3 they can — * defire; 3 they 
can excite encomium, deceive the unwary, and captivate 
the weak, for a little. But inform us, ye boaſted beau- 
tien whe are told eyery 0 of your, power, what om. | 
Bie the ſun that meaſures your ap Macs ſtand gill; command ; 
the current of time chat hurries you along, to flop; ; ſay to 

wrinkled age, to fell i dilenle, to "_ death, Approach me 


not, : 
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not, ye . bras. Alas? they are ; deuf as the adder, 
and ſtubborn as the rock. Try then your influence in 
ſome ſmaller thing. Make the experiment on the head- 
ach: enjoin it to be gone. It goes not. But perhaps the 
heart ach may hear, and obey: your inward feelings at 


leaſt ſhould be under your eontroul. But you have given 


them the rein; nor will they be checked on a ſudden. 
While you have thought only of conquering other hearts, 
yau have ſuffered headſtrong paſſions to conquer your own. 


Summon then your worſhippers, and order them to inter- 
poſe ; ſee if by all their incenſe, and all their zeal, they 
can keep you young in ſpite of years, or make you glad 
in ſpite of affliction. They are ſilent. Aſk them, if they 


will undertake to die for you? They retire. Call after 
them Will you anſwer for us at the judgment-day? 
Again that awful period ruſhes on the mind. Ah, my 


friends, what will ye do then without religion? The 


thought i is big with horror. Then, then it ſhall be ſeen, 
with an evidence bright and terrible as the funeral fire of 


Nature, that * beauty is deceitful, and favour is vain.”— 


But what means that univerſal ſhout of human and angelic 

voices? What words are thoſe, which I hear reſounding 
through the aſſembly of the univerſe? * A woman that 
#6 eee the Wy * ſhall be ee 
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ety, you be ſatisfied of its importance and neceflity ; you 


Will naturally attend, while I proceed, without any pre- 


face, to ſhew you, in WRES TINT 3 it Fe be e 
with moſt ſucecſs. | 1 | 


It is difficult to Dl es he inftromental duties oft 1 
. as they are uſnally termed, have been more miſre- 
#ented by ſuperſtition and hypoeriſy on one hand, or by vi- 
ions refinement and vain philoſophy on the other. By | 
the former they have been extolled, as if they were the 
whole of religion; while the latter have decried them as 


vulgar, unavailing, and inſignifieant. The real truth is, 


that they are not only a part of religion, but an eſſential, 
and important part of it; eſſential, as expreſſing its ſeve- 
ral affections, and important, as nouriſhing and maintain- | 


ing them; effential, as a dire compliance with the divine | | 
| authority, and important, as e ſuch ann 


more ny and habitual. 


Habits, we all know, are . by many. i | 


Acts; and if theſe be diſcontinued, thoſe will in time be 
Joſt. As good impreſſions are at firſt produced by proper 


eenties : 


1 
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attention, ſo, if this be ſuſpended, they will ſoon fade 
from the mind; and the ſooner, no doubt, that many of 


them atleaſt were produced there in oppoſition to appetites 
faſhion, and the maxims of the world. Even friendſhip 


itſelf, which has originally ſo powerful a hold of the hu- 


man heart, is not to be preſer ved alive, without that inter- 
change of words and actions, if the parties be near; or 
that commerce of thoughts and wiſhes, if they be not, to 
which it naturally inclines, What could you expect from 
him, who ſhould profeſs to entertain an affection for you, 


and yet teſtify no deſire of your company, take no delight 


in your converſation, or if abſent never enquire after you 


Religion is a Divine Friendſhip, to be begun and continued 


nearly in the ſame manner with that which is human, ma- 
king allowance {till for the infinite diſparity between the 
CREATOR and the CxEATURE, between the Sovereign 


Spirit all pure and n and a dependant min mind embo- 


died and frail. 


1 cultivating a friendſhip which you wiſhod to is tho- 
| e and laſting, you would often ſtep aſide from the 

orov d to enjoy the freedom of undiſturbed converſe; you 
would lay open your heart with confidence to the object be- 
loved, liſten to each communication with pleaſure, enter 


more and more into the fame conceptions, exchange eve- 


ry poſſible mark of eſteem, and, in the end, eſtabliſh an 
union of intereſts and of ſouls alike cloſe and tender. Now 
here we have ſome reſemblance of private devotion, . It is 


not my deſign to purſue this reſemblance through its ſeve- 


ral parts; neither do I pretend to ſay, that it holds minute- 
ly in every one of them; but the general ground is clear to 
her who believes in an omnipreſent Deity, and knows that 
between minds there may be an intercourſe independent of 


the ſenſes. 'The application can only be learned 25 eins. 


2 and much ae 80. 
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204 DN 0 Female Piety. | 8. XI. 


It will not be learned by thoſe who have no reliſh for re- 
tirement, The ALMIGHTY's voice muſt be often attends. 
ed to in the ſilenoe of the paſſions, and the ſecrecy. of the 
ſoul. Thoſe are yet ſtrangers to their MAKER, who can- 
not endure to think of him, or do not love to turn to him, 
when alone. Is the reverſe of this, my dear hearers, your 
caſe? Are your meditations of Gop ſweet? Does * 

heart go out after him, as its beſt and greateſt: object? Is 
it your joy to pour it forth into his paternal . boſom ? Do 
you frequently find the exerciſe ſo delightful, as to quit it 
with unwiltingneſs ? Do you generally perceive your ſen- 
timents raiſed and refined by it, your ideas of your duty 
quickened and enlarged, your deteſtation of the contrary 
confirmed and heightened, your reſolutions invigorated of 
coourſe, your gratitude, humility, meekneſs, reſignation, 
and good affeQions of every Rind, improved? Then are 
you a true worſhipper. Theſe are . of the genuine 
ee, of piety. 


1 enquire not, whether the: be the reſult of longer or 
ſhorter prayers, of ſtudied forms or extempore addreſs, of 
more or fewer ſtated ſeaſons for ſuch offices. In theſe par- 
ticulars different minds require a diverſity, or a different 
education occaſions it. But the I ſuppoſe, will be the 
greateſt proficient in the Spirit of Prayer, who is at the 
greateſt pains to beſo; I do not mean in the way of ſcience 
or art, but in that of earneſtneſs and perſeveranoe. 5 


Beſide the regular, invariable, and folemn performance 
of your morning and evening devotions, it would be well 
if now and then, eſpecially on the day of ſacred reſt, vou 
took repeated opportunities of entering into your cloſet, 
ſhutting your door, and praying to your FATHER who 


ſees in ſecret ; according as you found yourſelf in a happi- 


er diſpoſition for ſuch employment, or were prompted to 
it by ſome peculiar occurrence in your fituation, or exi- 
gence in your foul. And if at certain times 1 hos year, 


—— 
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pointed out by ies cuſtom, or fixed upon by perſonal 


choice, you are to conſecrate a whole day to holy retreat 
and devotional exerciſes, joined with prudent faſting vou 


would I am perſuaded, find it as highly beneficial in your 


oven practice, as it comes TY redummended by the en- 


| be of the ſaints. be. 8 


If you might be adviſed by: me, you Wee bs raves | 
neither truſt wholly to your ſingle fund of thought and e 


preſſion, ſuppoſing it even rich and various, nor confine 
yourſelf entirely to forms, by whatever man or ſet of men 


compoſed ; but uſe ſometimes one, ſometimes the other, 


and ſometimes a mixture of both, juſt as the attraction of 
your mind ſeems to lead at the moment, or as any of theſe 
methods may on trial be attended with moſt ſatisfaction and 


and advantage. In effect, I am convinced that of thoſe. 


who, in this kind of commerce, limit themſelves to their 


own unaſſiſted ſtock, the greater part will often, Particu- / 


larly in circumſtances of bad health or ſpiritual dryneſs, be 
reduced to ſuch ftraits as muſt produce a poverty of devoti- 
on which they could not ſuffer, did they proceed on a lar- 


ger foundation. On the other hand, I cannot conceive, 
that, even amongſt thoſe who are moſt devoted to forms, 


any ſincere worſhipper ſhould not by the ſwelling of ſenti- 


ment, and the current of devotion, be frequently carried | 


away into a freer and fuller effuſion of the heart. 


As to the length of thoſs duties, I wouldonly ſay, they 7 


you muſt be governed by your condition both outward: and 
inward ; that you are to avoid every thing careleſs, or for- 
mal, whether with or without preconceived words; that 


little intermiſſions are often extremely uſeful to relieve the 


mind, and fit it for a new exertion of its powers; but 


that on the other ſide, by praying in continuity, the ſoul Oz 


is often warmed into life and energy, till that exerciſe 


which was begun with _w 1s concluded "os affec- 
tion. „ 
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On Female Piety. . 8. xt, | 


3 Wen ſpeak cf alfe@ion, let me warn papa to miſs 
take the efferve ſoence of fancy for the ſpirit of devotion, 

T Foy are two things widely different. © By their fruits 
ye ſhall know them.“ The fluency, tears, and rapturs 
. produced by the firſt, are mechanical, ſuperficial, and 
effective; - engendering only the confidence of Enthuſi- 
aſm, or waſting themſelves in the ſcrupuloſity of Superſti- 
tion. The laſt, though frequently accompanied with flu- 
ency, tears, and rapture, at leaſt in minds of much ſenſi. 
bility, is yet often not ſo: but when it leaves the heart 
better, however this may not be diſcerned immediately, 

- She who ſometimes perhaps, like the ſelf-· abaſed publican, 
is able only to figh out © God be merciful to me a ſinner,” 


may in that all-ſeeingeye be as acceptable as the moſt elo- 


quent petitioner that ever addreſſed the throne of heaven, 
We read of © the ſpirits helping our infirmities” in this ve- 
ry exerciſe, and making mne, for us with groan- 
ngs that cannot be uttered,” 


Mental prayer, and Glent 3 I will not now 
conſider. 'They are the attainments of perſons far advan- 
ced in devotion. By purſuing the track I point out, you 
may hope to reach them in one degree or another: and 
; ſome experience i in them will lead you to more. Thoſe 
who can abſtract and concentrate their minds, ſo as rea- 
dily to place themſelves in the preſence of God, wherever 
they are, and to converſe with him even in a crowd, whe- 
ther by continued contemplation, or by ſudden dartings 
of pious affection towards him on the point of a vigorous 
thought, certainly poſſeſs a_ very noble ſecret, fruitful 
alike of edification and enjoyment ; ſuch too as rengers' 
them much leſs dependant on the accidents of their ſituati- 
on, ſince let their buſineſs or other engagements be what 
they will, they may be ſtill with Gop, calm, ſelf-poſſet- 
fed, and happily diſpoſed to pray always!“ a ſtate of 
ſpiritual ifs, which there is reaſon to fear is known by 
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There is a kind of Ade ge cds 6 abs : 
leſs uncommon, a8 it is certainly more eaſy : that of pray- 
ing with a repreſſed voice, or one not in the leaſt audible 
to a ſecond perſon, while yet the words are diſtinctiy and 
deliberately ſpoken by the worſhipper, who by ſuch _ 8 
preſerves his ideas from diſſipation and impreſſes . 
more deeply on his own heart. I ſaid deliberately; ets 
in this as. well as in every other method of prayer, hurry 


and precipitation are e enen with the en 
of devotion. | 
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Of even the 3 moſt 1 minds it may, 1 
believe, be affirmed, that they never think at all, on what 
ever occaſion, without the ſecret or internal uſe. of lan- 
guage, although they ſeldom attend to it. Be that as it 
may, I am ſatisfied that vocal prayer, whether more or leſs- 
articulate, will be found, in general, by far the moſt pro- 
portioned to the human, and particularly to the female fa- 
culties. Of the manner laſt mentioned we have a remark- 
able example in the mother of Samuel. It .is a beautiful 
paſſage, ſtrongly expreſſive of the working of a devout but 
ſorrowful ſpirit, and at the ſame time of the power of de- 
votion to turn ſorrow and ſighing i into mw mo | 
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One thing we may | boldly prondunce, as a maxim which | 
will never fail; that ſhe has worſhipped to purpoſe, in 
whatever mods ſhe has worſhipped, who comes away im- 
proved or eſtabliſhed in worthy diſpoſitions, whether theſe 
be attended with much emotion or with none, - with much 
delight or with little, at the time. This remark I judged 
peculiarly neceſſary here, Honſidering how eaſily you, my 

young friends, may be miſled on this ſubject by that ardour 
of paſſion, and that vivacity of fancy, which are ſo natural 
to you; and which, wherever devotion is concerned, are 
ſo prone to aſſume its name, when at the "i beſt they 
Ow ud its flights. , e ee e 


5 


„ ee, A. 


On the ne Fe be 1 would caution you not to. loſe - 
| yourſelves. in generalities ; which, however. they may 
chance to engage the underſtanding, or entertain the ima- 
gination, ſeldom touch the oonſcience, or intereſt the heart. 
In converſing with a virtuous and intimate friend, you 
would chooſe certainly to dwell on thoſe matters that affect 
ed you moſt nearly, or to throw out thoſe reflections that 
moſt readily oceurred. In this higher correſpondence you 
ſhould do the ſame; only with een oy -. "art 
abſtraction from ſecular N 55 


Nothing . WII erroncous thin the « common opini· 
on, that the ſeveral parts of prayer, as they are uſually 
termed, ought to enter into every longer act of devotion. 
What is this, but to reduce into à mere trial of ſkill, or to 
reſtrain within the trammels of a ſyſtem, and thereby de- 

grade to a laborious and jejune piece of formality, that 
which ought to be free and unaffected, natural and noble? 
lam going into the company of à boſom-friend.” Let 
© me ſettle. before-hand the whole plan of our converſation ; 
© that Tmay be ſure to introduce ſuch and ſuch topics, in 
order to diſeuſs them ſeverally one after another, at full 
length, and with due oonnexion. He who ſhould talk in 
8 this manner would diſcover, methinks, very little acquain- - 
== une with the ſpirit of friendſhip. In that, my ſiſters, 
; 1 5 afl in true devotion, there is nothing believe me, artifi- 
ei; nicely managed, or elaborately ſtudied. Eſteem, 
| ſentiment, confidence, a ſympathy of ſoul; and the over- 
flowings of the heart, are all in all. I think not at preſent 
of the public offices of religion, where, in thoſe who lead 
them, more regularity and e are no doubt 8 
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. arts whole, when you addreſs Goes of merey, Nor 
ought to ſpeak what you feel moſt ſtrongly at that particular 

| ſeaſon; tofollow without ſeruple the inward attraction be- 
fore mentioned ; to inſiſt on thoſe things of a ſpiritual 
N Gl | ale 


1 . are then $1 : 0 


thoſe wants and weakneſſes under which you labour, of what 
you owe to others as well as to yourſelves, and of that di- 


vinely efficacious interceſſion, through WE wiſh 


and nope to be heard ene e 


W 19 dienste 105 kar attention 10 ety 
and ſuch like rules (for I cannot now enter into the full de- 
tail) will, if I be not. greatly miſtaken, prove one effectual 

means of cultivating-the life and power of religion within 

you. I need not add, what you have been told times with- 

out number, and what your own hearts cannot on the leaſt 

reflex ion fail to repeat; that no prayers can be effectual for 
this or any one good pur poſe, which are not accompanied 

with a correſpondent e and a e of”, 
every. other n > | | 


But ĩt may be 0 to o wbjois, that FR EPO "= 


devotion, now: recommended, cannot take place without 
much preparation from time to time: of which one wells | 
known part is the Reading of the * on this: a HO: 
few eee, n han 88 
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letlge, reading the Seriptures throughout, and often large por- 
tions at a time, may be perfeQly proper. For improving 
in that which thoſe ſcriptures ſpeak of chiefly. under this 
WA ic 1 mean a n and vital teaſe ale things * 
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mal, 2 e 209 
adec with FAY greateſt reliſh to OT 
continue your attention to them calmly, but fixedly, while 2 Pr. 
that reliſh remains; then to paſs on, if time and other cir- 
cumſtances permit to ſomething elſe, fill without any agit - 
tion or violent effort; nor deeming it neceſſary to follow out 
this new! track, ſhould another preſent itſelf that ſeems 
more iſing, or that lies more parallel to the courſe f 
your n on the occaſion; chiefly concerned to keep 
55 a ſenſe of that great preſence i in which you are, of 
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divine wad everlaſting, a different method ul 4g 
ſhould be followed. e 


| Bhort and ſole ERP ties boi Tele, 1 ef. 


penal the New, and more particularly from the hiſtory 


and ſermons of our Saviour, ſhould be peruſed and pondered 


at leiſure, firſt without any commentary at all, and ſo indeed 
for the moſt part, except where there is a manifeſt difficul- 
ty; in doing which, you ſhould with awful reverance and 


child- like fimplicity lay your minds open to the native im- 


preſſions of the truth, and to the ſeeret teachings of its au- 
thor. When, in this way, you meet with one or more 
verſes, that ſtrike you with peculiar eonviftion or de- 
light; cloſe the book, revolve them again and again, 


look up to heaven, and implore the Father of Spirits to 


write their meaning on your hearts, as « with the point 


of a diamond,” Read nothing more at that time, no- 


thing at leaſt that has not à near relation to the ideas and 
affections they excite. Give theſe an eaſy unſtudied vent 
in prayer. The pleaſure and the benefit will be unſpeak- 


able. Only ſuffer not the tincture thereby left upon you; 


to be loſt in the ſucceeding ſcenes. 'Next morning review 
the ſame paſſage; endeavour to recall the ſame ſentiments, 


17 and with your pencil mark it for your future . 


A young lady formerly of my Hoyunitwaih) who is 
now reading the character and will of her Creator in the 


5 light of the beatific viſion, uſed daily to follow this prac- 


tice: Her bible was infinitely prized by her; whatever 


was moſt excellent in it, ſhe had thought and weighed all | 
over. Its ſacredcontents were engraven on her ſoul; or 


rather her ſoul was delivered into the mould of i it. She 


lived in innocence, and died in wee e mw” 


Is it We my beloved diſciples, ie 1 edel urge 
you to the ſtudy of a book which, while it tends to make 


you wiſe to ſalvation, is calculated alſo to convey the 


a : 
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moſt affeAtirg! , and to 


diverſity | of authors, and all of them divinely taught. 1 
think 1 Tee them, one after another, preſenting for 'your 


improvement their reſpective writings, with an aſpect of 


dignity and ſweetneſs combined, the dignity of truth, and 
the ſweetneſs of benevolence ; both derived from him, who 
inſpired them to be the teachers of mankind, and who, in 
order to gain them the more belief and verieration, inveſt- 


ed many of them with a command over Nature, and 4 


knowledge of Futurity, which none but the God of Na- 


ture, and the Spirit of Omniſcience could. impart. I think 


[ hear them ſeverally addreſſing you, in the name of God, 
with an authority that can only be equalled by their mild- 


neſs, on ſubjects the grandeſt and moſt important, in a 


happy variety of ſtyles, amidſt an uniformity of ſentiments, 
and an agreement in facts, which, the multiplicity of them 
conſidered, muſt ever appear truly admirable! What ſhall 


I fay more ?—ſ will not defire you to Tead this book called 


the Bible, if you can ſhow me another containing ſo much 


to inform, and impreſs, and delight reflecting minds, laid 
together in a manner ſo extenſively adapted to their various 
turns of underſtanding, taſte, and temper; which people of 
different and diſtant countries, through a long ſucceſſion of 


ages, have held in ſo much reverence, and read with ſo 


much advantage; where it is ſo difficult to determine, 


which are moſt diſtinguiſhed, caſe and Simplicity, or ſub- 
limity and force, but where all are ſo beautifully united, 


where there is fo! little to diſcourage the weakeſt ſpirit if 


docile, and ſo much to gratify the ſtrongeſt if candid ; 


where the fancy and the heart, the intelle& and the con- 
: ſcience, are applied to by turns with fuch familiarity, and 
yet ſuch majeſty ; in fine, where the frailties, diſorders, and 


diſtreſſes of human nature, are all ſo feelingly laid open, 


and the remedies which heaven has e ſo ans om ON 


| pike But to 1 


% 


ken the ſublimeſt ſenſſbi- 
lities, on'a couſin topics ? A bock it certainly is, full 
of entertainment as well as inſtruction, compoſed by a great 
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Of books in Divinity L do not wich you. to-read very | 
many. Thoſe in the way of Religious Controvetſy, as 
it is called, but which are frequently, written in a moſt ir- 


7 7 religious ſpirit, that is, without any candour or fairneſs, 


Ido not wiſh: you to read at all. , Mere argumentative 
| theology, I have never known to improve the temper, or 


a regulate the conduct; but often to hurt both, Happily 


for you indeed, the female taſte. very. ſeldom lies in that 
way never, I think, where there is female ſweetneſs, 
| By a good providence you have been taught © the truth 
sas it is in Jeſus.” Be it your ambition to practiſe, not 
to diſpute about it. Enjoy your faith. in modeſt filence, 
and think well of thoſe who differ from you in opinions, if 


they agree in morals; but learn to deſpiſe the futility, | 


while you diſcourage the impudenoe, of ſuch as would pre- 
tend to talk you out of your religion. Be aſſured they 
are often empty, and always worthleſs. If they attempt 
ti in the ſtyle of banter, they offer you an affront. If they | 
affect to ſeem in earneſt, to be ſorry for your prejudices, 
and ſolicitous to remove them by converſation, and by 
books which they are ready to lend you; a hundred to 
one, but they are actuated by the worſt deſigns. Flee | 
them, my fair pupils, flee them with . as i cement 
and ravagers at the ſame inſtant. - N . 5 


By making conſciae of PREY 3 the precepts _ 
of the goſpel, while you meekly embrace its doctrines, as 
they appear to you ſet forth in the ſcriptures, you will have 
the witneſs of its divinity within yourſelves. From thence 
you will be diſpoſed to chooſe and adhere to thoſe writers 
of whatever communion, that are calculated to make you 
moſt in love with your Saviour and your duty. The for- 
mal and frigid you will naturally diflike ; the uncharitable 


and illiberal you will nobly deteſt; the trifling and ſyper- 5 


ficial you will very eaſily contemn. Thoſe books, how 


| | vel ſoever recommended, 1 even in 7 graveſt hours 4 


— — perceive are not nas books for you. Such 


adapted to your caſt of mind. Thoſe; in ſhorty 
your favourite authors, whether in verſs or proſe whom 


you find moſt frequently new and intereſting; who preſent 
the moſt pathetic pictures of this world and the next; who 
tell y ou moſt convincingly what you are, and what yon : 


ought to be; who, in a word, ſeem to addreſs themſelves 


with the greateſt power to the ſpirit of ingenuity, humility, 
nf ener- ae TWP eee, and affectionate _ 
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ee for eee onthe Pbloaaions 
ol religions: The ſuperior regularity of your ſex in this 


nation to diſpute. May the women take care to convince 
them, that it is ſomething more than mere regularity ] In 
the mean time I am ſure, that they who perform their firſt 
dutles, are much more Tkely t to x pau orm their feoond allo, 


thai they wi de not. | center fun 
en e e eee wot enn l Moe 
1 attendance be more than. NS the mock pay 


decent: let it be punctual - Skie that becomes deficient in 
ſuch punctuality, will form decome indifferent about the 


hole. Having omitted her duty unnsceſfarily once, a. 
ſecond, and a third time, ſhe will omĩt it the fourth with 


leſs compunction; and ere long will be reudy to negleQ' 
it without any. It is wonderful, how ſoon a ſenſe of futu+, 


as do both in 4 greater or lefs degree, it is apparent, are 
ill de 


reſpect the men, to ſay the trum, ſhow very little incli- 8 


rity dies from the ſoul. - Have you ever. known. it to live, 


after- the Sabbath was grown into contempt? What mul. 
tudes habe een eee their ruin from ee 
noch b eee i eee 8 e wei 
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houſe of God without preparation, and worſhip there With. 
out devotion? What ſhall we ſay of many a young woman 
{hs paſſes for good and pious, although ſhe cannot for an 
hour together behave with ſedateneſs, or compoſi ure, in 
the immediate preſence, of the Moſt High ? 'That mind 
muſt be volatile indeed, which the ſolemaities of a chriſti- 
an aſſembly cannot fix for a little, Do we wiſh you then 
to disfigure your faces like the Phariſees, to hang + 
your heads like a bulruſh,” or to practiſe religious grimace 

of any kind? No. Is even the graveſt look, or moſt recol- 
leced manner, a certain ſign of piety? It is not: and yet 
will you ſay, that ſuch a look and manner are of no im- 
portanoe on ſuch an oo ſion 3 that they are not naturally 
| ſuited to it; or that the ſpirit of piety may very probably 
dwell in her heart, whoſe countenance and carriage even 
on that oceaſion do not bear the marks — 

4 cannot reſtrain the rolling eye, OE IO ao 

| > ee neee 0 rats 


Believe me, ladies, 2 different ie would appear 
much more becoming. Men of ſenſe and ſ obriety would 
| entertain a much better opinion of your principles; nor 
would it be any diſadvantage to your ; Perſons. Never 
perhaps does a fine woman ſtrike more deeply, than when 
gompoſed into pious recollection, and poſſeſſed with the 
nobleſt conſiderations, ſhe aſſumes, without knowing it, 
ſuperior dignity and new graces; ſo that the beauties of 
holineſs ſeems to radiate: about her, and the byſtanders 
are almoſt induoed to fanoy ae enn RA 
hee Linde: 45-6640 ka Apts rentals; 


- 
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But to return to the aka r 3 us; 15 oh 
that the habit of ſeriouſneſs and devotion in church, will 
produce very deſirable effects on your temper and conduct 

out of it. By beginning the week well, you will retain 
n the remginger a certain Aqui of goodneſs, 
that 


S 


that will follow: v every where; at a time that, by jy 
ſuch avowed teſtimonies of reſpect for your Maker and Sa- 
viour, you will enſure the. ieee of the We be⸗ 


ann and eee 4 e 


„ 34 


The 8 advantages ariſing Ska alta attention to 
the Preaching of the word, and alſo from an early, fre- 
quent, and devout participation of the Lord's ſupper, I will 


For 


have been frequently enforced, . But I cannot quit the ſub - 
ject of the ſabbath without obſerving that to thoſe, who, 


not now enter on. They are abundantly obvious, and 


join in the public. ſervices of that day, its utility is often 


totally defeated by their reſigning in the evening to com- 
pany and recreation; the general tendency. of theſe being 


to efface any ſerious impreſſions made in the precedings 


part of it. For ſuch a practice, you my fair charge, vb 
have commonly ſo much wage ne mn 2annot 


plead the kaſt excuſe. .. " ho eee 1 


very hard it is, if thoſe hes give fo; many 5 her evenings | 
to amuſement, cannot find in their heart to give this or a 
part of it to God. But, alas! it is that very paſſion for. 
amuſement, which prevents or dulls the taſte for devotion. 
To ber indeed, who will not be perſuaded to reſcue ſo 
ſmall a portion of her time from the gaieties of the world 
for the purpaſes of her ſalvation, we. cannot hope to fay. 
any thing that will be of uſe... She who cannot enjoy the 
company of her Creator for an hour or two, remote from 
all other company, was never initiated into the myſteries 
of divine friendſhip: ſhe is yet in her, fins, ce alienated 
from the life of God, dead while ſhe lives;” in a ſpiritual 
ſenſe dead, alive only to animal nature and the tumultuous 
dreams of a diſtempered mind; in ſhort, a poor giddy 
vorthleſs e NO of whatever i is FE: or 1 
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e 1 crenbie at the thoug ou Ne, Nor will it àvail You, 
7 caſe, to plead even the utmoſt exactneſs and conſtancy i in 
your atte da 


— bored ro dA 4 — N 


. oh! loſt to virtue, loſt to Ann thought, A 5 "0 


BY « Loſt to the noble ſallies of the ſoul, OY 
| '« Who think it ſolitude to be alone, © _ 

On 1 Communion ſweet! communion large and hight 1 0 5 

Our reaſon, guardian angel, and our GG: 
4 Then neareſt theſe, when others moſt Wy 5 

. xc And all ere. long, ſhall. be remote but theſe, . 1 

How dreadful then to. meet them, all ow... 1 
ec 15 ſtranger, Uunacknowledg'd, unapprov'dl | "SW If 5 


e. 


ance on the ſanctuary. That alone will prove 
nothing. Entertainment may ſtill be the idol which you 


worſhip, and worſhip even in the temple of Jehovah. 
I you ſay it is not, let us bring ybu to the teſt. When 
you return home from the houſe of God, can you retire 


with pleaſure to your oloſets, impoſe filence' on your fan- 
cies,” command your paſſions to be ſtill, exelude every 


thought of dreſs and diverſion, company and admiration; 
review what you have been doing, recall what you have 


heard, make application if it admit of any (there are fes 
diſcourſes that admit not of ſome ;) and then caſting | your- 


ſelves down at the footlfool of the throne of God, pour 


out your hearts before him, confeſs with ſimplicity and 


| ſorrow your ſins and corruptions, implore the grace of 
repentance and remiſſion for what is paſt, of diſcernment 
to know your duty for the future, and of fortitude to do it, 


forming at the ſame time unfeigned reſolutions to that pur- 
poſe; joining to the whole the adoration of the divine ate 
tributes, as they ſucceſſively « or jointly riſe to your view ; 


and finally, throwing yourſelves on the divine mercy through 
: Chriſt Jeſus ?—Can you do this? Is it your favourite and 


habitual employment, in the evening of that day which God 


| has made for himſelf? To her who can honeſtly. anſwer 
in the affirmative, I will acknowledge freely that, next to 
he daily tenor of a conduct uniformly chriſtian, ſhe gives 
one of the beſt proofs of e in 1 e profeſſ- I 
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on; nor h l ie in that, which I 
ſhould not expect from a practiſe ſo: wiſe and pious. - But 


What is to be expected of thoſe who know nothing of this? 


Or what can be ſaid of their intentions in going to church, 
who the moment they leave it leave every reſſection which 
it ought to have imprinted, and reſolve to think of religion 


3 that day no more than if they had not heard or mentioned 
a ſyllable relating to it? St. James will inform you whom 
they are like. They are © like unto a man beholding his 
6 natural face in à glaſs: for he beholdeth himſelf and 
« goeth his way, and Ay forgetteth'what manner 

Do men then fo readily loſe the | 


of man he was. 
image of themſelves? No; but the apoſtle muſt be unc 


ſtood to ſpeak of ſome thoughtleſs creature, 'who'on look- = 
ing accidentally into a glaſs, and obſerving certain ſpots or 


ſtains in his face, which he ought inſtantly to wipe off, turns 
away in haſte without availing himſelf of the diſcovery, 
and, in the purſuit of other objects, Entirely neglects a cir- 


| cumſtance that demanded his immediate attention. T leave. | 
you to apply the remark, and only add in general, that the 5 


cloſet muſt enforce what the pulpit has ſuggeſted; that as 
like Lydia, you ſhould attend diligently to the things 


which are ſpoken in the name of God, ſo like Mary, you ® 
ſhould keep and ponder” them in your hearts; and that as 


Jeſus himſelf, diſmiſſing the multitudes together with his 
diſciples, “ went up into a mountain apart to pray,” fo 
you, diſengaging yourſelves from the interruption” of 2 


crowd, and the company even of your moſt intimate con- 


nexions, ſhould ſtep afide, more particularly at the ſeaſon 


in queſtion, to converſe with his Father and your Father, | 


with his God and * God. 5 


Think not fror 
igen you to the rules of Jewiſh rigour, under the mild 
diſpenſation of the Goſpel. What I propoſe will render 
the! oa e no leſs N than FRE 
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Ner do I mean to preclude on that. a eee reci- 
procations of holy friendſhip ; which they that have a taſte 
for them will eaſily diſtinguiſh from the unſeaſonable paſ- 
times and promiſcuous viſitings, in which. Une _ A 
of the my age you their een ee elk 


: | Thus L am wales fog Warn of Religious Con+ 
hc ay An attempt. to diſcuſs ſp important a topic 
would carry me too far, To manage religious converſa- 
tion with propriety and advantage, is for the moſt part an 
affair of great delicacy. In the more retired intercourſe 
of congenial minds, well taught and well furniſned, it may 
not be difficult. But ſuch, I fear, are not often found; 
and even where ſuch have the happineſs to meet, grave 
diſcourſe will require to be frequently et e 
eee in order to hoes: up its ns | 


Moch none | is opt to mee bag The ſoul 2 ; 
1y ſeeks relaxation. Ihe bow cannot be long bent with- 
dut having its elaſticity impaired. In general company, ſub- 
jeQs of devotion and morality would, as the world goes, 
be utterly; ĩ proper. Good Lord! to what is this genera- 
+ tion ſunk, that even amongſt characters otherwiſe decent 
a man can ſeldom or ever introduce a ſolemn reflection, 
without i incurring the imputation of cant or impertinence? 
W hen ſhall it be the mode to converſe like immortal beings? 
Where is the faſhionable circle now, in which a ſerious 
obſervation can be prudently hazarded, if not ſtolen. upon 
them with art and inſinuation? Neither i is ar part * 
Tu to take e yourſelves, 5 
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: Friveie modeſty is often f ent; fem: 

never bold. Both forbid a young woman to lead the- Con- 
verſation; and true religion dreads every thing that might 
look oſtentatious. The moſt prudent courſe you can pur- 
fue is to aſſogiate, as much as poſſible, with thoſe that 
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from real principle love the ſhade. | With them you may 
ſafely. unboſom yourſelves, on the- beſt ſubjeQs, without 
the danger of ridigule, or the ſuſpicion of affectation. When 
the children of Wiſdom aſſemble. out of the ſight and 
din of Folly; what improvement and felicity crown the 
ſcene ! How delightfully do they then mingle ſouls! Nor 
does their parent diſdain to ſport with her offspring. I 
mean, that genuine piety knows how: to eben recreation 
aw with ſentiment and gravity. Sg ON 


: * $, 14 * V+ 
57 > v 8 $ 13 f* 4 


Hari mentioned Centiment fo e 1 3 now once 
605 all offer you a caution, on which I lay a particular ſtreſs. 
It. is this; not to miſtake the capaoity of thinking juſtly, 

or. of talking well, for the ſame thing with a diſpoſition to 
20 wiſely. The truth is, that people are not wiſe in con- 
ſequence either of profound knowledge, or vaſt learning, or 
beautiful notions, or the moſt cultivated taſte, or the great- 
eſt ability in diſplaying dieſe; but by virtue of a few plain 
notions ſettled into principles of conduct; even as people 
are not healthy by feaſting on rich dainties, or indulging 

to a nice palate, but by living on ſimpler fare, where ten- 
perance does not wiſn for yok Feerdde and a ot 
| on riot wank it. | e OR 


Nevertheleſs, Foe: is not . any dd that Raiders 
the human mind more than depth or flueney of - remark; | 
than compaſs, or facility of converſation. In effect, they 
are talents not often poſſeſſed, and ſuch as confer a ſuperi- 
ority felt by all, however it may be acknowledged by few: 
When it is acknowledged, ſuch praiſe. tranſports; and _ 
thoſe who receive it ſet themſelves down for every thing 
that is great and accompliſhed. Alas l they forget, that 

theſe are (till at beſt but in the -ſecond claſs of excellence; 
that in a moral view they are of no value ; and that hows 
os ou a fine een e 1 diſtinct. 
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In Wann beſt talkers are very ſeldom your beſt li⸗ 
vers. From their encomiums on virtue, and their deela- 
— againſt vice, they often receive ſuch high pleaſure 
zs with them paſſes for love for the one, and abhorrence 
of the other; when it is only perhaps a vain complacence 
in their own powers, joined to that natural ſenſe of right 
and wrong; which is-common to them with all others. In 
this they reft, well ſatisfied to leave to others the leſs ſhowy 
and more troubleſame/ part, which belongs 0 pr tiſe. 
Fo that alſo ſpeculation is frequently an enemy, in 

fame manner as a is to e 


eee, Mtoe, is a e . Wer trea- 
ted with reverence ; vith affection too, 1 confeſs, as be- 
- ng likewiſe an amiable form. But this affection reſembles 
mat which 2'wiſc ſubject would ſhow for his prince, into 
| whoſe friendſhip he found himſelf gracioufly admitted. 
Such a man would never forget his own ſubordination fo 
far, as to drop the reverence duè to royalty. If his prince 
condeſcended to treat him with the openneſs of confidence 
andthe careſs of jop; yet fliltwould he bear in mind, that 
de was only a ſubject, andere Heede on hig f We Wan 
de tempered with reſpectful modeſty. e e en e 


\\Peviiups where's is —— as to freak of 
divine ojects with the proper veneration. How have I been 
mocked to hear the ſanctimonious, yet audacious,” prate 
of ſome pretenders to religion! Thoſe that have the ſtron- 
geſt perceptions of it, will be moſt ſtruek by its ſubli- 
mity, and moft-conſcious Ho. far they fall ſhort of ſo | 


high a ſtandard. By conſequence they will profeſs it with 


1 the greateſt modeſty, and mention it with the utmoſt cau- | 
tion. Thoſe that are moſt "intimately acquainted” with 
God and themſelves, - will be moſf deeply impreſſed 
with his grandeur and their on littlenefs, will moſt 
** rh the difference between JOSE his will 
COTE and 5 


pe *. ON | On Female Pin + - 2a 
0 baia will feel moſt ſenſibly how th; * 


it is to „ all his perlectioas then to * one of 
. 


In concluſion; let me beſeech you, Wo all things, 
to converſe much with your Maker and yourſelves; to ſtu- 
dy his character and your own; to trace his attributes 

7 wherever diſplayed ;. to learn his counſels however” reveals | 
ed; to examine your conſciences, chiefly by the written 
word; to canvas your paſt actions, preſent purſuits, and 
prevailing views; to apprbve or condemn, as under his 
eye; to aſcertain your intereſt in the friendſhip of your 
Divine Sovereign, andcheriſh an unalterable faith in his 
Spirit and Providence, as ever ready to aſſiſt your honeſt 
though feeble efforts; together with a joyful aſſurance, 
that, if you are not wilfully wanting to yourſelves, you 
ſhall at laſt attain immortal excellence and Ys — 
2 en our Loxp. TY a 
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_ ſhamefacedneſs and febriety : not with broidered hair, or 
old, or pearls, or coſtly array, but (which becometh Women 
. Profeſſi eſſing 2 4:3 with Good M. orks: 
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Ta hs feen a n matron pre with a 
race of lovely daughters, all different from one another, yet 
all marked with an air of mutual reſemblance, and taking 
jointly after their honoured parent, to whom from time to 
time they direct their looks with dutiful attention; while 
ſhe ſmiles on each by turns, ſuperintends their behaviour, 
preſoribes their ſeveral occupations, encourages them in 
every thing praiſe-worthy,. and, with a proper regard to 
their reſpective talents: and diſpoſitions, trains them to 
growing exeellence. In her, my fair ones, you beheld an 
emblem of Religion. Thus is that moſt dignified of all 
forms ſurrounded by the Virtues, her beautiful offspring ; 
thus do they bear the lineaments of their common deſcent, 
and near aſſinity; and thus But I leave you to trace 
the particulars of the ſimilitude. The general truth on 
which it is founded, ſeems. plainly intimated in our text, 
where Godlineſs is aſſumed as the leading principle of all that 
the apoſtle inculcates on women. As women profeſſing 
Chriſtianity he addreſſes them; and whatever a conſiſten- 
cy with that profeſſion demands, he would be underſtood to 
enjoin. He mentions particularly modeſt apparel, ſhame- 
facedneſs, ſobriety, and Good Works. It now remains 
' to enforce the laſt of theſe, together with thoſe Kind affecti . 
ons whine they as and to touch as we go along on 
DS their 
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| 1 It is this, that amongſt the many women 


profeſſing godlineſs, the number of thoſe that practiſe it, is 
comparatively ſmall. In all profeſſions the mere pfeten- 
ders will ever be numerous. They will be more ſo, in 
thoſe that are at once reputable and difficult. That of re- 


ligion, as was formerly remarked, is approved of in your 


ſex even by ſuch as laugh at it in ours. At the ſame time ! 
it is certain, that when the habits of piety | have. not been 


very early acquired, and very happily directed, by means 


of a wiſe education, the rareſt as well as the greateſt” of 


bleſſings, the formiſig of them afterwards will always prove 


a taſk too arduous, and painful, for the generality of __ 


why are bred to ene and pleaſure. 


Y, 


"ip as on the other hand; where this 1 prinei- 


| * is cultivated with care and judgment, it is no leſs certain, 
that we may expect from it the moſt valuable fruits. And 


firſt ; I fay, that a young woman profeſſing godlineſs with 


underſtanding, and from choice, will never be wanting in 


the great article of Filial Duty. On this ſubject, as on 


many others, the ſubtilty of ſpeculation has put caſes, 
which there is little probability of happening i in life. But 


where caſuiſtry is not neceſſary, it is apt to be hurtful, by 3 


involving the mind in perplexity and diſtreſs, if not warp- 
ing the heart from that rectitude and ſimplicity, which, 
next to the immediate illumination of heaven, are wes; ſu- 
| 1 pole da JVC 


ot flial hon in all its A the 1 will 3 8 


herſelf beſt, who has the deepeſt ſenſe of religion. Keep 


* thy father's commandments; and forſake not the law of 
by ns mother. 5 es them continually. an N wb 


their Connexion with the ROE Principles which give | 
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& lead thee; when thou leepeſt, it ſhall keep thee; and 


hen thou wakeſt it ſhall talk with thee. Whoſo reyi- : 
& ſeth his father or his mother, his lamp ſhall be put out 
8 in obſcure darkneſs. The eye that mocketh at his fa- 


« ther, and deſpiſeth to obey his mother, the ravens of the 


e valley ſhall pick it out, and the young eagles ſhall eat an? 


Jeſus was ſubject unto his parents. Children obey: your 


0 parents in the Lord; for this is right. Honour thy fa- 
* ther and mother (which is the firſt commandment with 


t promiſe) that it may be well with thee, and thou may- 
_ © eſt live long on the earth,” All this a chriſtian daughter 


* 


has read with attention, and reflects upon with awe. It 
correſponds, in ſubſtance, with the inſtinct of nature, : 
which it contributes at once to corroborate and exalt. She 
Who truly reverences her parent in heaven, would trem- 


ble at the thought of diſhonouring his repreſentatives on 
earth. From their authority ſhe has acquifed the idea of 


mis; and this laſt, including all that can be conceived of 
great and good, is the commanding idea of her life. If 
Vvour parents be indeed pious, and you have profited by 
their inſtruction and example; how will your natural reſ= 
pet of them be heightened by religious gratitude! You | 
vill think of them with ſecret rapture, as the inſtruments 


of a happy and immortal exiſtence ; your devouteſt prayers 


for their preſervation and comfort will daily aſcend to the 
- throne of God. Thoſe prayers will, at the ſame” in- 
| ſtant, cheriſh the affections by which they are prompted, 
and ſtrengthen your reſolutions never, for any conſiderati- 
on, to tranſgreſs the laws of filial piety. For how could 


they bear to be the wilful authors of pain to thoſe, for 


whoſe felicity they are led by every arm to A eve- . 
* _ the moſt fervent Mr e e WE « 


| But 0 0 vou have not ak of fuck i I 
«1 have ſuppoſed. I am heartily ſorry for it. But the 


t 


duty, however! it may affect the ſentiments of eſteem ; and 4 


if you think rightly, it _ only excite your KAT 


by every winning reſpectful way, to promote. their refor - 
mation; for which you will at the ſame time, offer up, from. 
the depth of retirement, your ſighs and yows to bim ho · 
has the hearts of all i in his hand. In truth, I am inclined! 
to believe, that if there be any one thing more likely than 
another to draw « down the grace of cc verſion 0 on a parent, 
it is ſuch a conduct in 'a child. Ah, my young; friends, 
what: honour andj joy would in this aſe be yours |... Fs 
noble ſuperiority to thoſe unfeeling ereatures of your ſex,. 
Who ſhow no ſolicitude with regard, to their parents, but 
how to obtain from them ſome new. article of dreſs,. or 


other eee op which oy have e fixed 1 en 
kancies FELT 1 


wy 


But 1 A you + 30-4 8 your 1 are 8 
and tyrannical. 1 ſympathize with! you yet more ef Jour 
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T yrannical? "That they \ will not indulge y your. extravag 


vanity, or or that they chooſe to reſtrain vou from Nen q 
which they 3 are apprehenſive would be hur 23 lei is a Wi 8 


and kind ſeverity, i if ſeverity i it muſt be termed, How. much 5 


are you indebted, to Ja: for preventing by a little tempo- 
rary 'mortification, and permanent infelicity!l Not to to 
ſay, that aſmall degree 0 of delicacy. and conſideration would 


teach you to ſpare them in points, 'Y where your ſtatjons | 


| and their « circumſtances « > concur, it 1 be; bs fender 1 ur 
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requeſts 7 art alarly itaproper, 1 
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Bot 1 will ſuppoſe the worſt that they. are really Tar 


re all the fortitude of faith.” "Here 


; i 
© ole _ a 
wat nt ebene we! in your parents'w ill got dilfalve the ties of f 
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a8 into a geld of battle, | Where exen your ſex may reap 
XD a i She 15.4 heroine indeed, whole 5 


3 


ents no unkindneſs of the irs can e conquer. 


1 man 0 TOs WET: 


os wy wots"forbs 10 bs triibe e you OY to 
A wan Wem ou” Einnot love.” Thete 11 ſubmiſſion 
müſt Hop. No rites 6f duty call oblige You to involve 'your- 
elves in miſery and” teidptation, Mg enlering i into engage- 
ments to love and to honour, where your "hearts withold 
their conſent. —Barbarobs wretches, and baſe, to offer thus 
to difpoſe*df your children, as you would of your cattle, to 
to thb higheſt Bidder ; 'to attempt, againſte every "maxim of 
Mature and Religion, te drag the reliftant” victims to the 
ahar; and Compel them chere in the molt folemn manner 
to profeſs What” the do not mean, And to vow What they 
Eibiot perfortal' ** SY BL 4 > Fart; Fa #433 I 19900 a pgs . ae es, op 
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9 am willing b 1 — to Caine.” that ſuch. compulſion i is 
0 but ſeldom. Theg greateſt danger i is leſt you, my unexs 
\perienced friends, ſhoakd be tempted to orm the moſt im- 
Portant of all connexions, without the ; approbation. of 3 Jour | 
parents. ' "What mall we hay in ſuch a A caſe? Where the 
 #clolution\ is once formed, he that ſhould undertake, by : any 
methods of difſuaſion, to prevent El, being executed, might 

As well propoſe | to check « torrent ruſh ing from the top of 
a mountain. "But v We would | addreſs S you. 3 while i in yous 
ſober! ſenſes, before your imagination 1s perye ted J'and in Jin. 
flamed. 8 Aſſure yourſelves, my. young Ky s, tl I 


ers, the ſtep in 
gueſtion, i is very ſeldom taken but it is fin ngerely . repented, 
with this bitter addition, that ſuch [repentane e can do n 


#7 #55 1 


good. The paſſion that guided and 1 hurri 1 the ps ties ig 
quickly abated., There, is nothing ſo, trapſient, a5 ihe en- 
chuß em of, mere youthful lovers after, marriage... And nom 
that reflexion takes place, and, conſequences nme, $1 
a thouſand, improprieties, fears, and diſqui t 

. n 3 re. riſe up to vie v and quite gi 
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f 
adventurers,” "ths indeed wonderful, * it appearances. of 
"Erthneſs and fatisfaCtion a woman in ſuch 5 a bituation will 

weir before the world, in order to juſtify her choice. | But 

ſure ly unhappineſs, i. is not leffened by. being devoured in 
ſecret; and in public diſguiſed... Perpetual reſtraint is, per- 
petual wretchedneſs,—Allow n me to repeat it. Under the 
the immediate impulſe of a violent attachment, I hou 
hardly give you or myſelf the trouble to argue: but wht 
you are diſengaged and calm, it may not be amiſs to remind 
you,, that a parent, generally ſpeaking, i is much more likely 
to judge, with, fondneſs for + a daughter, than ſhe; is for „ 
elk; ö that, Faney alone is too ſaguine a counſellor to be a 
prudent one ; that proteſtations of eternal fidelity, of unin- 
terrupted affection, made in the heat of blood, have no ſolid 
baſis ;.in a word,that the deliberate advicewhich. i is dictated 
alike by len thof days, knowledge of the world, and earneſt 
icht "for a child's welfare, ought. to be relied 
upon, rather than the h. concluſions of en de- 
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Wy er all, 1 is certain, that the wilelt parents way be 
miſtaken about the man with whom they wiſh a daughter 
to be connected But ſhe that marries with the ſanction of. 
their countenance, will from that, and from their continued 
or even augmented kindneſs, derive in the caſe of 9 
pointment a conſolation which ſhe could not enioy, had 
ſhe Ne it on herſelf by her own, wy Wee, ſti- 


-, 8 2 ; 
na 75 1 4 4 $ ö , 4 r A 1 


One G dere mult n not be gs ; that "the 7 
ion of having acted undutifully, i in this or any other inſtance 
of importance, to thoſe who gaye vou birth, were alone , 
ſufficient to poiſon the whole pleaſure of life ; that is, if you... 
be not loſt to every ingenuous impreſſion ; ; but eſpecially. 
ſhould their death put it for ever out of your power to make 
atonement. This horrors of guilt, that in ſuch a a aircum- 


* 


* ; ; 1 * 
. * 


2 92 GodWork 8. XII 
{AM are apt to 8 5 diftra the mind, more particu- 


larly if the parents were uncommonly worthy, 1 have had 


repeated opportunities of obſerving, but have no adequate 
k egen to expreſs; ; fo profound i is the con yiction im- 
1 Fore by nature of the ſacredneſs of filial piety, Need 


add, that this extends ſo far a8 to demand Jubmiſſion i in 


every cafe, where * gh to Godot your 25 of mind 
does not interfere 5 


TY n ! 25 vis ve. „ 
f 


Wo 5 ot ſubmiſton alone that is denden i TOA & wat 5 
the prove in any relation an aimable. character, Wi does 
not ſhow herſelf an affektionate daughter. On the othet 


hand, when a young woman behaves to her parents i in a 


manner particularly tender and reſpeAful, I mean' from | 


principle as well as nature, there is nothing good or gen. 


, dition ſhe is placed.” Of this T am ſo thoroughly perſuaded, 


wife, know not whether my very firſt counſel would not 
be, Look out for one diſtinguiſhed by her attention 


affection indicated by ſuch a behaviour, joined t to the habits 


1 2 11 


and lobnsing bompatiion. 555 


N N 


ſoothing offices, as 3 as. domeſtic ferries hep, they 


ii 


moment throbbing with tenderneſs towards a fick or aged | 
parent, whom heaven, willing to furniſh a field for the ex- 


tle that may not be expected from her, in whatever con- 


that were I to adviſe any friend of mirie as to his choice of 


and ſweetneſs to her parents.“ The fund of worth and 


of duty and confideration thereby contracted, 9 10 i 
ferred to the married ſtate, will not fail to render ber a mild 


p 1 8 e 8 
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Hf out ſituation in life, Sic e you U at Poe 1 
chill ſons, together with the turn of your education, and the 
ſoftneſs of your frame, that fit you for a thouſand little 
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_ with the uns: that fone of your boſoms are e at this. 


. o 11 Jo. CORY and 2 has at laſt thrown | 
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upon yout Tant I ſee you, my Gering. fFiead, 
_ "like ſome — angel tending day and night the bed of an 
honoufed father, who has loſt your mother, and who is worn 
out with toll, and years, and pain. T ſee you liſtening'i in 
deepeſt ſilence, to cateh the leaſt intimation of his wiſhes. I 
ſee you watching eagerly every look to learn his wants be- 
fore he ſpeaks them; now gently raifing his languid head, | 
to ſmooth the pillow, or miniſter ſome reviving cordial ; + 
40 then wiping from his reverend face the cold ſweats, that 
| begin perhaps to announce the approach of his end. His 
groans anſwered by ſighs ſtealing from you, but ſuddenly 
ſuppreſſed, for fear of adding to his anxiety on your ac- 
count. To be the inſtrument of imparting to him a mi- 
nute's comfort, : 2 minute's eaſe, is rapture. Mean while - 
the good old man's eyes are now turned to you with all the 
unutterable fondneſs of paternal love, melted by thoſe marks 
of duty; anon they are lifted to heaven in thankſgiving for 
ſuch a child, and ſupplication for everlaſting bleſſings on 
your head. —Great God! what' muſt a mind like yours 
experience in this conjuncture? Where i is the daughter of 
Diſobedience or Folly, that ever felt in the gayeſt hour 
a ſatisfaction, a tranſport to be compared with that, which 
conſcious piety diffuſes through your bleeding heart? Nor 
Will theſe exalted ſenſations be at all diminiſhed, if (Pro- 
vidence having denied the ſupplies. which affluence gives) 
your \ virtue has prompted you by your labour or ingenuity, 
or, it may be, by parting with ſome admired ornament 
worn in your better days, to procure fora parent in thoſe 
circumſtances, hep f eee or ſeaſorable- "refreſh- 
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Let me next * formewhat concerning Sitterly edlen 
* Behold how good? and how. pleaſant it is for brethren, 
and bltere, «do dwell togerher in unity l Precious oint- 
ment is not more grateful to the: ſmell, nor morning dew. | 
bo ee to the ſight, than domeſtic love is to the 

| ſoyl. 
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foul. n to 8 a ee Joung family 
"free from care. and. animoſity, full of reverence for their 
Maker and their parents, ambitious to pleaſe and to xe! 


+ ma word, pious, dutiful, friendly, happy; where the | 
good humour and good ſenſe of each contribute to the eaſe 
and entertainment of all; while thoſe agreeable diverſities 


of temper and underſtanding that take place amongſt them 
ſerve, like diſcords i in muſie, to carry on the intelleQual 
harmony. Who, would.not wiſh to be acquainted in ſuch 


a houſe; who would not conſider it as the ana 0 


1 hope, 1 paint no, amen, 


Where the member are but 15. Gr 3 is not 
fo often found; utileſs it be in the more ſhady walks of 
life, where love and i innocence delight to frequent. And 
why is it not? When I ſee two ſiſters, both.of them plea- 


ſing and both eſteemed, living together without jealouſy 


or envy, yielding to one and other without affeQation, 
und generouſly contending who ſhall do moſt to advance 


«the conſequence and happineſs of her friend; : I am highly | 


delighted; dare I add, the more highly,. that ſuch charac- 
ters are not very comes? And why are they not? The 


. tove of a fiſter for her brothers i 1s much more uſual. Whenee 


does this too proceed? ? Examine your own hearts. on. theſe 
ſeveral points. Poſſibly they can explain to you the diffe- 


rence, ſo obſervable where there i is a competition, and 
where there is none, or 'where 'any tendencies towards it 


me happily loſt i in the involutions of a larger number. 


Plartha of Betbeny was on the whole a worthy woman. | 
She certainly loved her Saviour with ſincere. devotion, 
Her ſolicitude to entertain him in the beſt manner ſhe 


| covld deviſe, was the reſult of her reſpect. But i it Was car- 
ried to an extreme; and her fiſter" s oonduct ſhould have 


taught her wiſdom. Inſtead oft this, the grows. es 
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fault, ile Mary is commended for her Se IViour. 
= M artha, Martha, thou art careful and, "troubled about 


35 $17 


* many things : but one thing is needful; and Mary hath 
6 choſen that good part which ſhall not * taken away 
«ffom. ler.“ What pity that : any tinQure of ill humour i 
under whatever di iſguiſe, ſhould have place i in ay, 'breaſt | 
where Jefus i is revered! Surely there i is nothing more be beau- 


fiful i in a chriſtian woman, than | Fa, and, Lind 
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alfectlon upon al occaſions, mann 
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I was onde zequainted with a lady, — ; 0 
beld up by Providence, as an example of the joint power 
of theſe and of divine principle. She loft her father early. 

Her mother's want of health made it neceſſary for her to 
exert herſelf with double aſſiduity and attention, in a fa- 
mily by no means ſmall, of which ſhe' was the elde chic | 
She was naturally active to a degree very uneomr n in one 
of her diſpoſition, which was the ſofteſt and wee keſt that 
gan be conceived. She had imbibed from her infancy - 
deepeſt ſenſe of devotion, that T have ever known,” 
a devotion of that kind, 3 gir 2 ; 
upright produces uniform excellence. | Such excelſenee was 
hers- When, in the eourſe of a fe years, her extraordinary 
character recommended her to the choice of & man of ſingu- 
lar worth, and good fortime ; ſhe did not, with the fel · 
_ fiſhneſs common on ſuch occafions,” forget her mother ot 

the family ſhe had left behind her; but continued, ' with 
the entire approbation and cordial concurrence pro het huſ⸗ 
band, to manifeſt her filial and ſiſterly regards in the moſt 
effectual manner, She was none of thoſe narrow-fouled' | 
women, Who no boober ſtep i into houſes of their own, 
— kno ſeem to 355 all their affedtions and ideas abſor- 
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mp3 panions of Gait 18 5 | "dropping the | pen of ty” 
cotreſpondeice, and ſhrinking up into A little wretched 
con of an ieties, "that exclude every liberal ſentiment, 
e HOU , 153 400 | 
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es to the e orphans, Ke their ode 
15 watched over their, deportment, promoted their ſet- 
tlement i in. the. world, and ſympathized. with, them in all 
their dit elſes. "When they alſo ſpread out into families, 

the ate ike . a parent to their children.— T. 0 her own, of 

| whom The had many, bleſſed Lord, what a parent Was 
it poſſible for them not to love one another, with ſuch a 

: pattern before them, and and with ſuch. inſtructiens as ſhe 
gave them? For they too were deprived of their father, 
while the greater part were very young. Her inſtructions 

_ were pions and wiſe: but it was her example, it was that 
ineffable charm. of humble worth and modeſt dignity, of ma- 
ternal complacence and mildneſs almoſt unparalleled, 

_ which render them. irreſiſtible, and diffuſed among all about 
her the ſpirit of amity, and the ſmile of happineſs. Vo 
will not be ſurpriſed if I ſubjoin, that there were dp 
other families who ſhared in her labours of love, and among 

the, reſt a very large one, the Poor; | whoſe bleſſings atten- 

_ ded her through life, and whoſe tears followed her to the 
gtaye: for, when ſhe died, they alſo had loſt a mother. 

It is hard to ſay upon the hole, whether ſhe was moſt 
beloved, or venerated, by thoſe who knew her. But! 
uſed to think that, wherever ſne appeared, her preſence 

' inſpired ſenſations ſomewhat like ey we be oy i 
ee at hoheld a. good angel, |. | 1 29 W ul 1 43 


* And thus I come naturally to packs of Good Works in | 

3 comprehenſive view; that is thoſe which proceed from ; 

| kindneſs and compaſſion in general, When ſuch diſpoſi- 
tions predominate, let it be obſeryed, in the firſt place, 

that they a are ingenious t to diſcover, and diligent to improve 

. thoſe ways and means of beneficence, which paſs unregart 

dead by the giddy and unfeeling. Many of you, my ho- 
noured audience, 5 hovp it not in e Pee through. the 
ee 
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dbſcurity ty..of- your ſit ation, and the ſtraitneſs n 
curaſtances, to indulge the generous propenſions of your 
nature. While thouſands of your ſex are inſlamed with 
the emulation of beauty, or agitated by the conflict of ri- 
valſhip, or miſerable becauſe they cannot be gratified with 
ſuch an article of ſhow; or admitted into ſuch a party of 
pleaſure; you are ſighing, becauſe not able more exten 
ſively to ſuccour indigence, ot more effectually to comfort 
ſorrow. Your ſighs, beloved, are heard in heaven; © your! 
wiſhes are regiſtered there under the head of Virtoesz dhe 
willing mind is accepted now, and ſhall be recompenſed 
at the reſurrection of the juſt; your: ret den fa | 
not be forgotten by him, ho marked and applauded the 
widow's mite . Whoſoever ſhall give to drink“ unto 4 
follower of Jeſus, — cold water only, in the name 
et of a diſciple, verily I ſay unto you; he ſhall in no wiſe 
< loſe his reward.” Vou ſhall be eſtimated by the largeneſs 
of your hearts, not by the ſize of your fortunes. The 
liberal ſoul, that deviſeth liberal things,“ that executes 
what it can, and ſtops only where it muſt, or rather goer 
on panting and praying for that happinnſs to the human 
race, which.it cannot have the Toy of parting 3 How | 
honourable in tis OR Gets! 0. HR "ll * | 
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Let me eber you Hon of ji = 5 alſo to ſlate. 
you amidſt all your kind cares. Human happineſs is made 
up of many little ingredients, with a feu principal ones 
and next to religion, thoſe in reality contribute to it moſt 
largely, who give the greateſt conſolation by their ſympa- 
thy, and the greateſt pleaſure by their friendſhip. Friend- 
ſhip and ſympathy, when thoroughly awake, are eonſtant- 
ly employed in numberleſs pleaſing ſervices, - and amiable 
attentions, to which language cannot appropriate names; 
but which the heart of the perſon, obliged feels, and Which 
rebounds. with an 2 on wu dn of the Ew 
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* de ve RTF ib aA, that in d OPIN 
been is, both as to the time and the manner, a pro. 
priety whichgives ineſtimable value even to the leaſt? Tho 

manner, in particular, is of marvellous effect. A chari- 
table action gracefully done is twice done. To ſome-peo- 

ple one would be willing to owe almoſt every thing, ſo 
Handfomely do they confer a. kindneſs; while from others 
A fayour, for the oppoſite reaſon, is a load. But who ſo 
capable of delighting by: the manner, yet more than by 
the deed itſelf, as a lovely young woman, whoſe words, 
and ſmiles, and ſoftneſs, are, to the laſt of theſe, what 
à beautiful ſymphony and judicious see Bent in mu- 
d nen ee r 

8 OT 

3 <& es which your fox an _ 
afford you. in, * 1 9 of doing good, a 
not to be expreſſed. Would to God your zeal were but 
in proportion to it Forgive me, Proteſtants, if on this 
occaſion I remark with concern, how far many of you are 
outdone by multitudes in the Chureh of Rome, eſpecially 
amongſt her female votaries. Their frequent viſits to the 
abodes of misfortune and pain, of poverty and ſickneſs, 
their gentle miniſtrations to the ſufferers, their ſtooping 
ſo meekly to the meaneſt offices of compaſſton, offices ok 
which the moſt diſtant thought would ſhock the falſe re- 
finement of a gay lady, have to me, I moſt own; notwith- 
ſtauding all the errors of their faith, ſill/placed them in 
a point of light highly reſpectabſe and engaging- WO 
car help me to a reaſon; Shy präelies ſo Chriftike is 
not adopted in this country; where'the goſpel is profeſſed” = 
with ſo much purity > Are we afraid of being thought co 
embrace the 9 of * e critoatined® 


in 
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A es ern Ie cannot eg gd ee 
| learnt the truth as it is in Jeſus.) None ſurely: was ever 
was a flame of charity. In his docrine, and in his conduct 
grace and virtue, faith and good works, e in n, 
. and triumphant. e 
Ah, ye Pale ones of Reiten, . wig pg . . e of 
: public aſſemblies, and ſail along in the full blown pride of 
faſhionable attire, of which the leaſt appendage or circum- 
| ſtance muſt not be diſcompoſed ; thoughtleſs of human oe; 
inſenſible to modeſt worth at that moment pining in many 
a ſolitary reſidence of want—ye. gaudy ſtutterers, © with 
<« hard hearts under ſoft raiment 5 how / much more brilliant 
and beautiful would you appear in the eye of faints and 
angels, were ye now and then to exchange thoſe ſcenes of 
ſelfiſh ſplendour for the gloomy dwellings of wretchedneſs, 
in order to light them up by your pity and beneficence? 1 
bluſh for many of my country women, poſſeſſed of fortune, 


who have never yet learnt i its nobleſt and happieſt uſe; 


in whoſe ears the circulated. whiſper of 2. well-dreſſed 


crowd admiring their appearance, is a mere grateful ſound 
than the NORD of widows and orptians ſharing, their * 
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God! be thanked, wir are „ een 5 - Mid the 


reſt 1 recolle&, with peculiar pleaſure, one lady of rank, 
whoſe name is never mentioned by thoſe. who knew her 
without calling up the image of Charity ; who, having x no 


family of her own, has adopted the indigent and deſerving; 3 : 


whoſe whole life, not a ſhort one, has been devoted to 
munificence; who, in a word, ſeems to regard her wealth 


merely as a fund depoſited in her hands by the Almighty, | 


fo be laid out with the ſtricteſt faithfulneſs for the Soho” 
YOu of _ thouſands happy. | Exalted creature 
how 
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dant of e bleſſodd, 


and 48 it ſhould ſeem from this cireumſtanee, 4 8 
ſoience! Vall minht r e ge to whelt ; 


Sita 31 br ale hn han ain 1 Fit back „ 
TT. The pets among (ola poſſeſs. choc wen 
4 To feel their great abundance ; and requeſt. 
Their bumble friends to help them to be bleſt 3 5 
10 feb their treafüres, hear their glory dad, N 
And aid the wretched ere of Power” 
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ne But kite, great Cult and 3 with warmth FIG | 
* Give gold a price, and teach its beams to thine, bh 
2 All boarded: treafures they repute a load, e 
Nor think their een, their own, till well beftow*d.” 
ng the properties of 95 Yinoows Woman, in that 
' celebrated paſſage formerly ſurveyed, it is ſaid, She 


44 ſtretcheth forth her hand to the poor, and reacheth her 


bed, her liberality i is next mentioned, as being the prin- 
ciple uſe ſhe made of i it, and precedes her providing ſcarlet 
for her houſhold, or fine, linen and purple for herſelf. 
What ſhall we call thoſe women, who. either never think 
of the poor at all, 'or never ill they have firſt ſacrificed to 
. ſyperfluity and pride. E11 : ie e -be&) 
U . 

| Where are thoſe Fang — os this ay proven like 
| her of Judea, convert the inſtruments of their former folly 
J and extravagance into matter of humiliation, and piety; 
that conſecrate, ſo to ſpeak, the ſpoils of Vice, by offering 
them at the feet of their Saviour, while they proſtrate 
themſelves there in deep contrition?———The poor you 

| have always with you; and by ſhewing mercy to them, 
you may at once ſhow your reſpect. for, dues, aud help? 


1 


. enſure mercy for yourſelyes. : 1 
It 
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and 0 well the deſtination of riches! inte, 


hand to the needy : On which it has been remarked, | 
that after her induſtry for the acquiring of wealth is deſcri- 


9 191 as 


S. Xl. once 237 


It is worthy your:obſervation, that in the liſt of female 
names recorded in ſeripture with renown, that of Tabitha 
ſtands, marked with a particular note of approbation, as 
*.adiſciple who was full of Good Works, and alms which 
4 ſhe did. What a glorious memorial! And what addi- 
tional honour does it receive from the accountimmediately 
following! This excellent woman dies. An apoſtle is in 
the neighbourhood. He is ſent for in haſte; he arrives; 
he is conducted to the chamber of the deceaſed. Her fe- 
male friends Rand; by him weeping and ſhewing him 
6 the coats and garments which, ſhe had made for the 
poor. How natural a circumſtance; ;;and how eloquent l 
He felt it; “ kneeled down and prayed, and turning him 
to the body,” ſaid with a voice of power, © Tabitha, ariſe;” 


working a miracle to reſtore a life ſo uſeful. From this 
amiable perſon's being denominated in the hiſtory a Diſ-— 
ciple, I would only remark, that in thoſe days, a Chriftian - 


was known and characterized by real excellence: whereas 
every thing now is a Chriſtian, not excepting her whone- 
ver, but when forced, went into the houſe of mourning; 
never knew the joy of giving purely for the love of God, 
- without expecting any thing again; let me add, never de» 
nied herſelf one trapping of Vanity to clothe the naked, 


nor one indulgence of Luxury to feed the hungry 


Alas! my poor friend, what wilt thou ſay for thyſelf at 
the tribunal of Jeſus? I leave with thee that queſtion: 
anſwer it to thy conſcience, as in the preſence of- thy 
judge. You have read the proveth which he will ee 
nor can you! yes eſe it.. Wok bb On 
W . 
On theſe do it were no to SH at ne 1 
and with exact method. I am willing however to hope 
that, by the grace of God, a few hints thus thrown out 
with plainneſs and affection, may ſuffice to every mind 
that is open to the ſentiments of humanity; but eſpecially 


to every heart that is W with the principles of reli- 
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gion. It is [theſe (principles; my honoured: /hearers, that . 
ſerve beyond every thing elſe" to enlarge and i 
' ſentiments: It is the love of God, the faith of Jeſus, and 
ortality; that chieffy expand al 
and animaté zeal! The divine character is the ſovereign h 
dandard of benevolence, "us cht lian r tion * u 
eſt diſplay, and a happ 
vou worſhip the Univerſal: 3 Keel er his 
family ? Can you believe in the Common dare an | 
not live to thoſe for Wem he died? Can 
yonder warld of friendſhip, and not anticipate ith- 
not cheriſh an ambition that you e of © may 
praiſe; you in the OY Abele Fi 
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but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not 
eorruptible, even the c ornament of a a Meek. and Airs Spirit 
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Tas belle of the 8 like him of the. Gen- | 
tiles, ſeems t to have been no ſtranger to female nature, ot 
to what becomes it. Both were ſufficiently | aware, that | 
ornatnent was a favourite obj je with women; and both | 
wete too well acquainted ih the arts of, perſuaſion, to 
think of Eembating the general idea, I was their buſineſs 
to make the beſt uſe of ſuch a handle. Accordingly, their 
| Sibel of that ſex might continue to ſtudy embelliſhment, 
20 Huch a8 ever; only thoſe inſpited teachers wiſhed 
chem to direct it right, by turning their chief care to that 
which! was of greateſt value and longeſt. duration, - namely, | 
* the hidden man of the heart. * The doQrine of St. Paul 
oni this point we have examined very fully. That of „ 
Peter, now read, 'we propoſe for the ground-work. of our 
concludintg Aitevüftd, with a view to complete the pla. 
which we haye proſecuted thus far. We have reſerved". 
for this place, as believing, that Meekneſs, eultiyated * 
Chriſtian principles, is the proper conſummation, and high- 
eſt finjſhing,, of female, excellence. The ſubject being ſo 
important, may we got a; to be amen ny your: b- 
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8. XII. 


its Foundation in WS Compton Urls , That 
. there va ſer in mind vas hinted before. This original 
diſtinction has never, Ithink, been better underſtood than 
by our great epic poet. As in his admired work of Paradiſe 
Loſt he has with equal judgment and delicacy marked, 
throughout, the OT characters of the n Pair; ſo, 
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- The virtue of meekneſs, Ki is e, our Wade requires 7 


of all without exception. Moſes is celebrated for. it in an 
eminent degree; and our Saviour aratertzeß, himſelf by 
the epithets: Meek and Lowly. The diſpoſition, in gene 
ral, may be conſi dered as Charity's 8 firſt· born, _ Appearing 
ih all the mildeſt attitudes of forbearance, gentleneſs, and 
peace. But ſtill 1 in men, it may | be often found connected, 
with the greateſt boldneſs, and moſt. undaunted magnani- 
mity. Much for the honour of t true courage, it has been 
obſerved, 1 "that the bra veſt minds are commonly the moſt 
hiiiharie, * generous, and forgiving. , Theſe ſeveral qualities 


are NR blended it in m Ros parts of the dre of t ba 


n 


with dee of x goodneſs, W dwelt * 4 him, in 
eürtümftagces of the deepeſt, humiliation and farrow-,,, o, 


bs. 03 eee © 
——— any Lak pupils, We no doubt wiſh You” ts 
| poſſcſsſugh fortitude as implies reſolution,. wherever yo dur 
virtue, duty, ot reputation is'concerned/” But along with 
chat we expect to find, on other fubjects, 'A timidity pecu- 


iar to your ſex f and alſo à degree of 'complacence, vield- 
ingneſs, and ſweetneſs, beyond what we look for in” "en... | 


Neither do we, fo far as [ know, ever rank. amongſt femi- 
as ne qilities'Valovir, e d called. A woman head- 


* | | | ing f 


ing an army, tuſhing-into the thickeſt of the foe, ſpread- 
ing ſlaughter and death around her, or returning from the 
field of battle covered with duſt and Wee n ae to 
. nature amm ideas. ; 


"Your beſt po beloved, is "th ſmiling Den. "of | 


Peace, robed in white, and bearing a branch of olive, 
Like the apoſtles and firſt chriſtians, your higheſt glory is 
to conquer by benignity, and triumph by patience. . Rough- 
neſs, and even ferociouſneſs, in a man, we often-overlook, 
and are ſometimes diverted with. In a woman, we are al- 
ways hurt by them. A loud voice, a bold geſture, a da- 
ring countenance, every mark of bravery, ſhall. pleaſe? i in 
the former, when his courage is particularly called. forth: 
but in a female e wiſh nothing to reign but love and ten- 


derneſs; and where they do reign, os will Lt * 


ry different effects. 4 0 


No, my Ken, you were not KEE the ſcenes of dan- 
ger and oppoſition. I repeat it again : fearfulneſs to a cer- 


tain degree becomes you; not that cowardice, which ma- | 
ny of you ſhow, and ſome of you affect, on every trifling 


occaſion, and frequently without any. occaſion at all. Such 


behaviour is in you childiſh, and to us unintereſting ; if not | 


an object of contempt. But a worthy woman, ſhrinking 
from manifeſt hazard, or threatened violence, we are always 


forward and proud to protect; while, on the other hand, an 


intrepid female ſeems to renounce. our aid, and in ſome 


reſpect to invade our rings: We un away 
her tg, herfelf, 


* 
, *% p 1 1 N. I 
* * 4 14 4 4 E * 725 Ws 4 7 ? 


E * * or 


Let i it be Uke ite ces. that in your r ſex. manly. ex · 
erciſes are never graceful ; that in them a tone and figure, 
23 well as an air and deportment, of the maſouline kind, 


are always e yk and that men of ſenſibility deſire. 

e renal ſoft features, and . voice, n 
1 i * not 
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-notrobuſt, and a demeanour delicate and gentle. Theſe 


are conſidered as alike requiſite and natural; I mean, where 


there is any taſte for elegance. I am even inclined to be- 
lieve that, ſuppoſing other circumſtances equal, the coar- 


ſeſt clown would be better of. wo 10mg ws . ld with 
their * oppoſites. "i 
| „ ob 5 | | 
40 vet farther, the r abril; in all the better 
kind of women, to commiſerate and comfort, to melt in- 
to tears at the ſight or hearing of diſtreſs, to take the care 
of children, to play and prattle with thoſe pretty innocents, 


to mingle in all the mild ſympathies and tender charities of 


life: the wonderful dexterity with which they diſarm fierce- 
neſs, and appeaſe' wrath; the powerful eloquence they 
diſplay in aſſuaging the cares, and calming the ſorrows of 
thoſe men with whom they are connected; their ſtrong 


propenſity to an union of hearts, and their unutterable 


fondneſs where it takes place ;——theſe lovely peculiarities 
in their temperament, theſe finer turnings of their minds, 
ſeem additional proofs, that ſoftneſs is your proper attri- 
bute. 'Womaniſh Softneſs, as it is ſtyled, has never been 
imputed to any man by way of reproach, without a tacit 
acknowledgment of this truth in your favour. In the 
male compoſition, it is certainly: A blemiſhwherever found; 
in the female, a beauty. 1 


* 1 4 2 * i 
1 r oo 


From theſe ONS Tthink it appears that FRY bent of 
"Wks virtue we now recommend is laid in the original make, 


ar ſpecific character of the ſex. The ſuperſtructure which 


Chriſtianity raiſes upon it, or, in other words, the im 


provements it receives from roliglags f ſhall be our 


nett ren 


The eli is, in ends us beheben of Wiss nature; 


building charity and all virtue on whatever is kind, inge- 
- Nuous,, or wennn in . 5 n its diſorders, 
„ 1 1 . 
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mitigating its diſtreſſes, ſupporting its weakneſſes, and 1 

each educing. good, by turning them into matter of humi- 
lity and circumſpection, of faith and reſignation, of doci- 

lity and meekneſs, Theſe are all connected together; but 
the firſt and laſt are nearly allied. They are twin · ſiſters. 

Humility is ever diſpoſed to ſerve; and ſhe affords the othes 
dieler. aſſiſtance. 


They that have a juſt ſenſe of their own rfirmities and 
failings, will be naturally of an unpretending, a forbearing, 
and a forgiving temper. The reverſe of this is the genu- 
ine offspring of Pride. A proud character was never a meek 
one; whereas there is no-a&t of kindneſs, no inſtance ef 
condeſcenſion, which the ſelf-diffident are not ready. to 
perform. They enter thoroughly into the ſpirit of thoſe - 
_ precepts that require Chriſtians to © be courteous, to oon- 
* deſcend to men of low eſtate, and i in honour to N | 
one another. JJ „ 


＋ 


8 


Piqddure in your own S 4 young lady, lively, agree- 
able, careſſed ; as yet unacquainted with her Maker, with 
herſelf and with the claims which ſociety has on every rea- 
ſonable being that is ſent into life. The magic power of 
Fancy, ſet to work by vanity, ambition and hope, creates 
a kind of world within, to which ſhe fondly refers that 
without as always ſubordinate, and chiefly ſubſervient. In 
this little empire © ſhe ſits as a queen, and faith in her heart | 
I ſhall ſee no ſorrow,” and dreams of conqueſt and tri- 
umph, of ſplendid houſes and ſhining equipages, of paſſionate 
lovers and diſappointed rivals, with nameleſsenchanting viſi- 
ons more, which may never be realized, but which ſhe re- 
gards as the moſt certain realities; ſo certain, that he Who 
ſhould attempt to undeceive her would run the riſk of being 
| hated as her "greateſt enemy. This world of phantoms, 


it is true, is always fluctuating: the gay and the gloomy 8 


ſucceed by tufiis. But in e ir concerted N one 815 ſtilk 
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On Penale bann. . Xin 


ſured, according as it contributes to her importance and 


elevation.” Hence innumerable illufions, and nngoverned 
paſſions ; the ſwelling of ſelf-ſufficiency, and the ſtatelineſs 
of diſdain ; violent reſentment, or ſullen diſcontent, if not 
treated with the reſpect ſhe ſuppoſes to be her due; in fine, 
a total inattention to the expectations of others, and abſo- 
lute inſenſibility to whatever is beautiful in an unaſſuming, 
or noble in a diſintereſted behaviour. Now what is it that 
can diſpel this viſionary ſcene, and diſabuſe the much de- 
luded ſorcereſs? Nothing ſo effeQual : as Chriſtianity. | , 


If it ſhould pleaſe the Almighty to impreſs upon 17 
heart its ſacred doctrines, they will ſhow her, in the moſt 
affecting lights, her own littleneſs, the degenerdey and mi- 
ſery of corrupted nature, the emptineſs of temporal and 
the reality of eternal things; the duty ſhe owes to her Ma- 
ker, her Redeemer, and her fellow-creatures ; with the 
neceſſity of ſecuring the divine favour by a life of faith, con- 


trition, and charity. By ſuch views, the fantaſtic ſtructures 


of Pride will be preſently brought down ; on their ruins 


the plain and modeſt, but pleaſing and graceful fabric of 


Meekneſs, will be eaſily raiſed. To ſpeak without a me- 
taphor : She will be delivered from the chief cauſes of ill hu- 
meur : ſuch, for inſtance, as the obſtinacy of ſelf- will, the 
exorbitance of ſelf-love, a paſſion for thoſe gratifications 


that at once diſappoint and enervate, and, finally, the 


expeQationof too much homage, and too many .compli- 

ances. The ſalvation of her ſoul, and the ſpirit of her 
_ Faviour, will become her principal objects: every virtue 
connected with theſe, will be her habitual ſtudy ; and 
among the reſt * peace, long ſuffering, gentleneſs, good- 


« neſs, meekneſs,” With ſuch a temper ſhe will not be 


apt to think herſelf affronted ; that revengeful diſpoſition, 


ok which your ſex. have been accuſed, even to a proverb, 
© will be. her abhorrence ; - ſhe with not dare, for a moment, 
5 | | to - 


' MO www mm HK vai > 


to ib bell from . that forgiveneſs, which ſhe is 
conſcious of wanting from the great God. to herſelf ; and 
as for her behaviour in general to thoſe about her, it will 
. breathe that winning miſdneſs, which ſeems to me the moſt 
A the image of Jeſus. 


He, my ſiſters, was the perfect model of _ and 


courteſy. The Friend of Man was his charaQeriſtie,.. He 


conyerſed with thoſe whom the world deſpiſed; he ſtood | 
ſtill to hear the cries, and relieve the miſeries of the wretch- | 


ed; he even ſtooped (aſtoniſhing goodneſs !) to waſh the 


feet of his own diſciples ; the ſon of man came not to be 


miniſtred unto, but to miniſter.” 'The greatneſs of humility, 
and the beauty of compaſſion, he exemplified on all OCca- 

ſions, He ſhowed by his own practioe, that there i is no- 
' thing more becoming than the tear of generous ſorrow, no- 
thing ſo ſoothing as the. language of a benovolent heart. 
Jeſus weeping over the grave of Lazarus, conloling his 
mournful ſiſters, and inſtruQing the ſolemn eirole in the 
ideas of immortality, with the means of attaining it, is ſure- 
lyan object by infinite degrees more intereſting and glorious 


11 


i and riding on the car. of triumph, with amber e 


in their train, Ke 7 


N ; i 11 4 


His inflitution- is 509 1 piece ** his e It in- 
_ cludes the grand principles of univerſal humanity. Every 


wall of partition between the nations it throws down; abo- 
lifhing the narrow diſtinction of Jews and Gentiles, and ex 
ploding the illiberal oppoſition of Greeks to Barbarians. 
The ſpirit of conqueſt for the ſake of power it diſcourages, 
while it proclaims, enforces, and inſpires © peace on earth, 
and good will towards men;“ whom it teaches to confider 
and love as brethren, forming one great family under one 
common parent, held together by charity as the- bond of 
perfection, and of ſuch account with the wp ooo wood he 


gave his only begotten ſon to ſave OE _ | 
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Need! labour to prove how ſweetly ſuch diſcoveries as 
theſe coincide with the diſpoſitions to modeſty,” ſympathy, 
(generoſity, the deſire of pleaſing, the dread” of violence, 


the horror at barbarity, the promptneſs to cheriſh tender 


ſentiments, and form endearing connexions, which are 
all ſo natural to the worthieſt port of Four ſox d“ 


TY he virtues of a. Roman Matron, in the het times 
of that republic, appear on ſome accounts to have been 


greatly reſpectable. They were ſuch as might be looked 
for from her education amongſt a people where ideas of 


proweſs, patriotiſm, and glory ran high ; where, in effect, 
theſe things were regarded as the ſummit of human excel- 
lence and felicity. But not to inſiſt on the national ride 
"and ungenerous prepoſleſſions, on which thoſe ideas were 


founded; it is manifeſt to me, that whatever force or 


grandeur the female mind might in other views derive from 
them, ſuch advantage was far over-balanced by the loſs 
or the diminution of that gentleneſs and ſoftneſs which 


ever were, and ever will be, the ſovereign charm of the 


female character. Nor do 1 wiſh the women of Great 
Britain, who profeſs a ſyſtem ſo much more juſt, amiable, 


and happy, to adopt for the regulation of their temper any 


moment different from that i in my text, 


: e the moſt 5 and eee Str 
; of meek and quiet ſpirit in your ſex, let us now proceed 
to ſurvey, Where nature has beſtowed any kind of perſonal 
beauty, be it ever ſo inconſiderable ; how early i is it known, 

and at what pains ate the generality of the too conſcious 
poſſeſſors to diſplay it, on all occaſions, to the utmoſt ad- 
vantage But Nature has endowed the greater part of the 


ſex with a conſtitutional Softneſs, which, under right di- 


\xeQtion,. would render them unſpeakably more pleaſing 
than any poſſible attraction that is purely external. Yet 


how few of you ſeem acquainted with its proper uſe, ſo as 


e um. 


a.m. 
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to turn it to any valuable account! What eſteem might 
you not procure, and what happineſs communicate, if in 
ſtead: of employing this ſoftneſs, merely to foſter paſſion 

in yourſelves or others, you made it ſubſervient to all the 
amiable purpoſes of a mild and obliging behaviour How 
prepoſterous to think of any allurement, rather than that 
| N nnn steg as Women! UW e ; 


The gift e: of i is co in a een degrees, and : 
with. various mixtures : nor will any. culture prevent a di- 
yerſity from appearing in individuals, With, regard to, this | 
as well as other features of the female, mind: neither indeed | 
_ ought it, Such diverſity is not only beautiful in itſelf, but 
agreeably adapted to the various and different taſtes of men. 
But ſtill ſome. portion of the quality under conſideration is 
abſolutely eſſential to feminine excellence. Like every other 
one, no doubt, it requires the guard of Virtue and the 
guidance of Diſctetion. The truth is, that any good dif. 
poſition you can name, how laudable or how eminent ſo⸗ | 
ever, if you; could ' ſuppoſe. it to be found alone, would 
_ conſtitute a character extremely imperfect, and produce 
effects ſufficiently hurtful, Where an eaſineſs of temper is 
particularly prevalent, and the heart uncommonly ſulcepti- | 
ble of warm emotions in the way of Joye and friendſhip z- 
there, without queſtion, - a peculiar ſtrain of prudence and 
fortitude is required, to prevent a young perſon's being 
betrayed into great inconveniencies, and dangeroug tender- 
neſſes. But while I conſider Meekneſs as the crowning 
grace of a woman, it will. dean eee that 
ſome ſhare of the virtues and ac 
commended is preſuppoſes. 

ik tte if ornil e e ated e nt ood. ffs 
- ee; een de icate ſpixit, t. r With 
triQt principles of conduct, will teach you to make. the:ne- 
; oeſſary diſtinctions amongſt, thoſe you converſe with, to 
join cautjon with freedom, and, while with a graceful eaſe. 
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von give to others what their characters olaim, with a mo- 
deſt firmneſs to ſupport your own. There are few — 
perhaps, more contemptible than an undiſtinguiſhing - 
male, who can {mile alike upon all, who ſeems en 
for every addreſs, who looks as if the freeſt would not be 
_ unwelcome, who ſoatters herſelf amongſt promiſcuous ob- 
jeQs ; who, if I may be indulged the ex preſſion, proſtitutes 
to every vagrant eye, and every new. comer, any mental 
charms ſhe may poſſeſs,” inftead of preſerving them for the 
intimacies of virtoous love, or of ſacred friendſhip. You 
will readily conceive; that the Ke ig we page __— 
is fomething oy different. ak 


n 


In effect, were religious aac | 
1 would not be very pleaſing on the footing 
of female ſofineſs alone. Coquettes have commonly but 
little ſenſibility. | Their natuxgl graces, if any they had, 
are loſt in levity and affectatioſ While they court the re- 
gards of all, they have none to beſtow upon any. Let 
bat was Ric lang ago be here remembered, that a forward 
| de, and light demeanour, immediately diſguſt a 
man of the leaſt delicaoy; who if he be weak enough to 
love the courtſhip, has commonly however ſo much percep- 
tion as not to approve of her who offers it. But good na- 
ture, under the government of good ſenſe and real worth 
will engage our eſteem without flattering our folly, and 
reach that juſt ſtandard of the female character, Which 
A im a — Eca9#5; of gentleneſs and dignity, of 
lacenc and virtuous reſerve, the happy medium 
tween neee its ene, eee 
0 Abi ts e of theſe. is moſt diredtly een to his 
lovely quality which we are now conſidering, F will pro» 
ceed to offer. a few remarks upon it; willing to rectify the 
ee wete it but of one of 0 wht on Ad POO _ D 


Son buoy dives ub in 
; , a , * 


8 "EW Rf = 
+45 F 
A * 3 


. in the 6 at | 
| er ney in dong o young women. 


$i 


8 That 3 prudiſm 1 is never fineere, 5 — * not 
take upon me to affirm. It may ariſe ſometimes from an 
original frigidity, or ſtrange inſenſibility of make. I ſpeak 
not of the diſlikes that women oonceive to particular men, | 
while from others they are by no means unſuſceptible of 
kind impreflions. Neither do I ſpeak of thoſe females 
whoſe firſt addreſs is frequently forbidding, occaſioned: by 

a peculiar. reſervedneſs of manner rather than temper, not 
at all incompatible with good affection; ſince it evidently 
_ wears off in a little time, and that exceſſive baſhfulneſs 
gives place on proper encouragement, to a carriage equally 
courteous and modeſt. But where a woman bears amongſt 
candid ſpirits the character of a prude, there I muſt con- 
feſs myſelf Wy to do both - aneſty and | ber e un- 
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1 Fo we. are 1 | chat Fu very common for people to 
alle moſt the appearance of thoſe yirtues which they 
leaſt poſſeſs. What they want in reality they would fain 
ſupply in ſhow, afraid of ſuſpicion, here they are con- 


ſeious of guilt; whereas thoſe that are ſound at heart, are 
ſeldom appreheaſive of being ſuſpected. A good man 
* ſhall. be, ſatisfied. from himſelf,” and generally leaves 


others to collect his principles from his. praQtice. An ho- 
neſt confidence in the rectitude of his own intentions bo- 
gets ,a ſimplicity. of manners, that deſpiſes oſtentation in 
all caſes, and ſupercedes profeſſion in moſt. I do not mean 


Keligious Profeſſion, which a good man will never think 
unneceſſary, though he will always make it with modeſty. 
In ſhort, true virtue, whether male or . is like the 


Blas beſt. ſeen in its own light. 


| Of dec at ſenſe i look an prudery as a0 args 
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prof . It never ſucceeds in its attempts to impoſe. A wo- 
man of this character is conſidered by our ſex as a hypo- 
crite, by yours as a hypocrite and a ſpy at the ſame time. 
Both are 1 to 2 en mn fins Thy conduct. 


„ 


W 


On the leaſt Failure, both are pet to e e. 
proach; and ſhould the ungracious diſſembler at laſt drop 
her diſguiſe altogether, the triumph over her is univerſal, 
nor does the world forget a miſcarriage which was prece- 
ded by pretenſions to ſuperior ftrifineſs.. In any caſe the 
is 2 diſagreable creature, whom none can we, tm 
moſt will ſhun. Hoſe _ the wy hk an e writer 
ente nie of i TER 


| pogo orie | 
'*, Without all beauty, and all peace within: 
Tube honour of 2 Prode is age and derm; 5 
* e ITC. _ ö 1 5 Fo 
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Should fuch a woman live to grow o in the fi ngle ſtate 
Me will be regarded with a mixture of hatred and contempt. 
When I fay this, every one will recolle& the imputation 
Which bas decem e. brought againſt Unmarried 

females at that age. It is an unpleaſant idea? The info 

rence is plain: I.2t it be your care to lay in now ſuch a 
ſtore of good humour and chriſtian meekneſs, as mingling 
with other agreeable acquiſitions, may prevent the ad- 
vance of life from ſpoiling your chearfulneſs, or robbing 
you of that benignity which communicates a grace to every 
condition, and of that conſequence which youth and beauty 
alone cannot preſerve. Eftabliſh it betimes as a certain 
maxim, that to be married is neither the one, nor the 
chief thing needful. Are all in that tate happy? Or muſt 
ſhe be neceffarily unhappy, who is not in that ftate? 
May not a ſingle woman be wife and virtuous? and if 
wife and virtuous, will ſhe not be contented ? and if con- 
tented, js ſhe not happy in the beft ſenſe, as much io as 
8 c W . 


e ee varia 
Is there any thing wrong in this dee 7 4 it be right 
now, will it not-be right ten, fifteen, twenty ye 


2 the mean while do you not ſee women in the ſituati- 
on ſuppoſed, who, from the goodneſs of their temper, 
1 and underſtanding, are objects of tender regard; | 


a regard ſo much the more valuable, that it is entertained 
by the worthieſt of their acquaintance, that it is no longer 
a tribute levied by the power of beauty, or aided by the 
influence of cuſtom, but the pure reward of e Rs 
a merit "ey wit bees and ee * e Ps 


d * 
SY 4 


"Bot 1 1 imagine, that thoſe cod are dag md. 


avoided who are peeviſh, fretful, or ſuſpicious from age? 
Depend upon it, that ſuch diſpoſitions are always diſguſt- 
ing; were ſhe that indulges them-blooming as the ſpring, 
or beautiful as the day. No heart was ever won by diſdain, 
no lover was ever kept by coldneſs. A man, whom the 
_ extravagance of his paſſion has weakened,” may ſubmit 


for a while to the petulent airs, and even inſolent treatment 


the debility ſometimes produced by this paſſion in men of 


little ſpitit or low underſtanding, that bad uſage, blended 
vith fits of kindneſs, ſhall actually make them doat the more. 
But what ſhall we ſay of that woman, who finding a man 
in her power ſports with his heart, and-to-ſhow her domi- 


nion plays the tyrant? Alas! ſhe. knows not that true 


greatneſs conſiſts in generoſity, that a graceful compliance 
is inexpreſſibly pleaſing, and that a man of worth may be 
for ever obliged by a noble frankneſs. She forgets too how 


ſoon an immoderate fondneſs is cured by connubial famili- 
_ arity, and what reſerve revenge may be taken after mar- 


riage by him Ro ſhe treated ill en 8 were be 1 
* nnn, e 


But you want co maintain your dignity z an. 4 noe? | 
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Wovld you do it ai, in the moſt effeQtual 

and underſtanding are the proper means. Haughtineſs is 
always little, vistence impotent, and pee viſnneſs the in- 
_firmity of a cHld. Worth and underſtanding confer a con- 
- Fequence that is ſeldom in danger of being deſpiſed. She 
Who ſhogis a juſt ſenſe of what belongs to her as a Woman, 
"np as, FChtiftian, | will engage reſpe@ without ſeeking to 
and it. From her a word, a look expreſſive of vir- 
1 diſdain or pious indignation, will daſh the boldeſt of- 
| Menger, if not uncommonly obdurate indeed. Nor can ſhe | 
© probadly be often obliged to bear the company of a wretch, 
who is proof againſt the lightning of excellence provoked. 
Be aſſured, on the other fide, that 5 mn welt Uplaced | 


will never pr Na n 


e up, my Bir ones, to "_ Firſt Lindy of this Land, 
a learn affability: learn to know, that however grandeur 
may ſecure external reverence, it is goodneſs only that in- 
ſpires heartfelt eſteem; that Royalty itſelf derives luſtre 
from meekneſs; and that the higheſt prerogative of rank is 
the power of imparting felioity more largely. rr 
Prince! thus to have found a companion, by whoſe chear- 
ful temper and gentle manners the cares of government are 
ſoftened; and that ſatisfaction is enjoyed at home, which 
the ſplendour of a crown cannot oonfer. IIluſtrious pair! 
- live long bleſſed in each other and in your children, bright 
cxamples of nuptial ſanftity, parental affection, and domeſ- 
tie joy.— The perſonage 1 ſpeak of ſeems ſo thoroughly 
good, fo naturally obliging, that Loannot doubt but ſhe 
vould have proved ſuch in any ſtation. But certain it is, 
that from thoſe who are placed in the higher walks of life, a 
little condeſoenſion, a little favour, gives great delight. Is 
it not wonderful that women of birth and fortune ſhould 
not pleaſe more ee when wang might _—_— at m 
DE" 91 rate! 2 | 
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| S. XIII. | On Female Melee | 


_ "But not to dwell on theſe accident 

man is not charmed with an amiable en eunelt in any 
young woman, eſpecially if otherwiſe atraQtive? Even 
common civility is grateful. But would you be reſiſtleſs? 
Acquire a habit of fixed attention. It is a fort of filent 
flattery truly exquiſite, and withal perfeQly innocent. To 
the moſt attentive perſon in company you may obſerve 
the converſation almoſt always directed; While by i nter- 


ruption, liſtleſsneſs, or a vacant look in thoſe that arè pre - 


ſent, every ereature that offers to ſpeakis ſure to be morti- 
fied. Asa ſmall degree of knowledge entertains in a wo- 
man; ſo from a woman, though for a different reaſon, a 


ſmall pre ul kindneſs delights, particularly if ſhe have 


beauty. But, in truth, without uttering a word, the has 


it in her power by this ſingle mark of good breeding to cap- 
tivate more than I can tell, In ſtiort, liſtening tothe = 
ſori who ſpeaks, with a recollected, mild, and ſteady aſ- 

pect, which nothing frivolous can divert, is perhaps the 
maoſt valuable ſecretin the whole ſcience of genuine polite- 
neſs, From an agreeable young woman to an intelligent 
man wh is s incredibly a FE 92 


905 


"ft to your natural foftnefs we * jad chriſtian Ae er | 
which I no- preach z both together will not fail, with the 


aſſiſtance of proper reflection and friendly advice, to ac- 
compliſn you in the beſt and trueſt kind of breeding. You 
will not be in danger of putting yourſelves forward in com- 
pany, of contradicting bluntly, of aſſerting poſitively, of 
debating obſtinately, of affecting a ſuperiority to any pre- 
ſent, of engroſſing the diſcourſe, of liſtening to yourſelves 


with apparent ſatisfaction, of neglecting what is adyanced 


1 others, or r of i interrupting; them without neceſſity. 


| When thoſe are not the effects of mere youthful! 1 
ad even when they are diſpleaſſ ing, it is plain, they pro- 
| Nee * from 9885 and W But we ſad” before 
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that meekneſs is nearly allied to A and mightily 
aſſiſted by it. If you be truly humble, you will manifeſt 
A noble forgetfulneſs of yourſelves, with a becoming reſpect 
for others; a diffidence of your own ſentiments; with a de- 
ference to theirs in doubtful points, or in ſuch as they are 
entitled to know better ; a readineſs to learn of every one, 
with-a diſpoſition to give each an opportunity of appearing 
| to advantage, and thus to make all happy . in. their turn, 
Where the prevailing modes. happen to be innocent, you 
will not affect to diſplay. the refinement of your. taſte, or 
the ſtrictneſs of your principles, by a ſcrupulous ſingulari- 
ty, or a ſaucy contempt of the opinions and, manners, of 


others. Nor will thoſe conteſts and differences about pr 1 


eedericy; form, and faſhion, which. inflame ſo many of 
your: ſex, intereſt minds that have learnt the dignity of. 
yielding, and that deſpiſe the littleneſs of pride. In a 
a word, the moſt important branches of chriſtian breeding 
you will practiſe with eaſe and pleaſure, from au internal 
principle. A meek deportment i is the natural and ſpontane- 
ous growth of a lowly mind. Politeneſs in you will be the 
offspring of the heart. How much preferable to that ſpeci- 
ous, but hollow complaiſance, ſtudied by the faſhionable 
and the falſe: which conſiſt in an artful diſguiſing of their 
own paſſions, and a flattering application to thoſe of others, 
in a ſupple framing of the face to all 'occaſions, in  profeſ- 
ſing the greateſt reſpe& without feeling the leaſt, and in 
hiding very often the worſt deſigns under the ſmile af fami- 
larity, and the ſhew of Tiendihph: | EL oy 
1 uſed the W Chriſtian . ; pen kind 10 cour- | 
teſy, which I point out, being expreſsly enjoined by one of 
the writers of the New Teſtament. Perhaps you think of 
St. Paul, that accompliſhed apoſtle, who himſelf became 
all things to all men, that he might gain ſome. . Such a 
precept might have been. eaſily ſuggeſted by his early. edu- 
cation in ſen of learning; and would have come very na- 
WY 5 | n 5 


turally bee the hend that drew ſo ins a . 
rity, the parent of Meekneſs. But the fact i is, that it fell 
from the pen of an illiterate man, bred to the rougheſt of 
all employments. It was St. Peter, the inſpired; fiſner-⸗ 
man, that ſaid, ** Be courteous”—to intimate that the 
religion which he had learned from the meek and lowly Je- 
ſus, was able to ſoften the keeneſt, and ſubdue the hotteſt 
temper, and even mu gentleneſs to one rained aa 
winds and waves. | 1 . 


What ſtrangers to the ſpirit of the 4 pel are e women 
who have never controuled their own humours, whoſe 
looks are contempt, and whoſe words are arrogance; whoſe 
general demeanour, unleſs when they are propitiated by 
adulation, or ſoothed by ſubmiſſion, is big with inſolence 
and ſcorn! How ſhall we expreſs. our horror at thoſe fe- 
male furics that, loſt to decency and every mild feeling of 
their ſex, can abandon themſelves to“ all bitterneſs, and 
„ wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil ſpeaking, and 

4 all malice!” It is bettef,” ſays Solomon, „ to dwell in 
“ corner of the houſe top, than with a brawling woman 
e ima wide houſe ;“ he might have added, or in a magni- 
ficent palace. In ſo doing, he would have probably ſpo- 
ken from experience; ſince it may be preſumed that ſome 
of thoſe eaſtern ladies, who had by their beauty enſlaved 
the unhapyy monarch, were willing now and then by their 
tongues to convince him of their prerogative. The ſaying 
of the Son of Sirach, on the ſame ſubject, is yet ſtronger, 
as wellas more ironical. A loud crying woman,“ ſays 
he, and a ſcold, ſhall he ſought out to drive away the 
<« enemy. That ſpirited writer ſatirizes the female vices 
in general, with great freedom; but there is ſcarce/any of 
them, which he more frequently or more bee N. ng 
than this of W ene and e at 55 * 


f } 24 of 25 * 


When: a woman of ſuch diſpoſitions enden into wh nup- 
tial 


tial . whint accatchadiief — him to whoſe: * 
the falls? To be tied for life to a being, whom neither 
reaſon can convince, nor patience win, nor any thing 
© conquer but main force: a domeſtic plague, a boſom fiend, 
from whom only her death or his own can deliver him 
=——=myſterious Providence! who canunfold the reaſons of 
thy procedure, when ſuch is the portion of a good man; 
who, mild himſelf and amiable, would have given and re- 


veived peculiar felicity, had be been connected with ſome 


_—_ Fant * 


But lt it be . 0 . is not ;o ahh 
ry to conſtitute ill temper. Obſtinacy alone will do it. 
Let me conjure you, by all that is dear and lovely, to 


guard againſt that. Be aſſured there is not a man living, 


whoſe affection it does not chill, let him be otherwiſe ever 
fo warm an admirer. There may be thoſe who, during 
the ſhort reign of Beauty, will ſupport it. But that being 
over, and the faſcination of appetite diſſolved, a diſputati- 


dus, perverſe, and ſtubborn female, will always offend; 


and, where there is any manhood left, will often provoke 
to a dangerous degree: In the mean time, every one who 
is not in love will be diſguſted; nor can any charm of en- 

derſtanding, or of perſon, compenſate in a woman the 
want of ſoft compliance, and meek ſubmiſſion. Theſe the 

mer are taught by nature, by education; and by cuſtom, 
to conſider tis your duty, and their right: neither will they 
be eaſily brought to diſpenſe with it. Some of them you 
may ſubdue; but you can perſunde none of them into a 
different ſyſtem. If yet, after all, you will place your 
gloty tn daſpotie rule inſtead of kind attraction, chooſing 


rather to tyrannize over daſtardly ſlaves under the form 
of huſbands, tlian to influence 'thoſe huſbands as tender 


friends; what can we ſay, but that we pity them much 
erke _ For ths des. I a 1 . paltry: power: -al- 
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Wide 3 let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting 
| the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel : 

but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that ui is not 

5 corruptible, even the ornament of a Meck and Quiet Spirit, 

| ae is Hare SIS CRY price. | 


2 . ö ; 
8. SY * * P 


5 F OS” ber, 1 cannot . . 5 


that ſo many of them ſhould loſe their conſequence, by 


building it on qualities inſufficient to ſupport it. Dreſs 


and ſhow will never long captivate any but ſuperficial 


minds. The reign of youth and beauty are neceſfarily 


: ſhort. Mere vivacity may amuſe in a girl, but in a wo- 
man cannot give laſting delight; and triffing 'accompliſh- 
: ments are all too feeble to ſix the heart. Vet ſuch things, 


I am ſorry te ſay it, are the only ſources from whence the 


5 1 generality of young women at preſent ſeek to derive their 


power. In this purſuit, the unmeaning applauſe, or mo- 
mentary admiration of a few, is ſuppoſed to found a ſu- 
perior and permanent importance with all. What are the 
effects? From that moment, female ſoftneſs is forgotten; 
chriſtian condeſcenſion is held mean; Humility, the pa- 
rent of almoſt every excellence, is utterly 'deſpiſedz and 
hence a perpetual aim at proud dominion, inſtead of that 


aobſequious majeſty aſcribed by the poet to innocent Eve 
ꝛn aim, indeed, frequently thwarted in theſe her daugh- 


ters, and, when ſucceſsful, productive of a triumph al- 


; Mm tt diſguſting to us her ſons— Hence to an unnatural 


compound of conceited allurement and affected prudery, in 
. of thoſe genuine eee which are attendant on 
V e Lon | 


osten, alas, have wie ſeen theſe things date the Bee 
ſtate! Nor need we wonder, that fm habit they are of- 
ten carried into the conjugal; with this difference,” that 
the folly and rn ga e fore CET praftifed on 


8 happy? Would yow ſecure, in both 
conditions, an influence equally, juſt and amiable? 
all other virtues and attainments befitting your ſex, learn 1 
to join Meekneſs. Meekneſs is followed with every ho-. 
nour, while ſhe arrogates none. Female Meckneſs the bet= . 
ter part of mankind have always conſpired. to crown with 
\. neverfading wreaths of love and of praiſe. It is thine thou 2 5 
fair form, to command b obeying, and by yielding to con- 
quer. In the family of Legion, „ many daughters! have 


<< '* done virtuouſly, but thou excelleſt them all,” nk pos ; 


2 


The merits of this moſt lovely * 1 Keve' eng iged to 8 - 
diſplay. Its importance in the married ſtate I mentioned 99 
thecloſe of my laſt diſcourſe. TEN me preſs that confidera- | 4 
* ani then Ne . e | 3 

Ny the 5 Goin which we bave 1 our hone; . 4 


apoſtle ex horts chriſtian women to be in ſubjection to their 
own huſbands, adding as a motive which deſerved their 
"regard, * that if any obey not thè word, they alſo with- 
out the word may be won by the converſation of the 

e wives, while they behold your chaſte converſation" o. . 
< pled; with fear ;“ and ſo he goes on to recommend that 

neck and quiet ſpirit, which ought to be their principal 

| ornament. With relation to the particular caſe by him ſup- 
poſed, his meaning evidently. is, that thoſe his female PLES 
diſciples might, by a pious and exact deportment, full of 
ſueetneſt and. eee gain their huſbands over to a | 
En» 8 2 „ religion 
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would be no longer able to reſiſt, when they beheld and 
experienced its happy effects on the tempers and manners 
of their wives. To every excellent woman, that in this 
way has been inſtrumental to ſave a ſoul from death, we 


er e 


were ſpoken by Gabriel to the Virgin Mary on a great 
ceaſion, Hail, thou that att highly. anne he. * 
jvc with thee: bleſſed art thou among women.” 


1 L cannot do juſtice to this part of my argument py 
t remarking, that there is reaſon to fear much of the worth- 
leſſneſs of many married men, as well as much of the un- 
happineſs both of them and their partners, muſt be im- 
puted to the Turbulent Paſſions or Uncomplying humours 
of the latter. Such is the ſameneſs of the matrimonial 
tate on one hand, ſuch. its cares on the other, and, it is 

but fair to add, ſuch the indiſpoſition of numbers. of men 
to be long delighted; that, to preſerve the attachment of 
eſt a RR i en eee ſide of the 


+. Ben in the happieſt 5 where Tie hear'a 5 
_ * Has equal love and eaſy fortune given,, 
Think not, the huſband gain'd, that all is done; 
nt neuen mge beyond hl ee Ss 
veal « And oft, the reléfs find it to their a, 
„ The lover in the huſband may be loſt ; 
The Gracss might alone his heart hues ES 
on « © They and the Win rege meeting muſt euren Ts 
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. Fr N r 25 893 


75 rf am aſtoniſhed at the folly of many on 0 n, e ate 
f Gill reproaching their huſbands for leaving holly e for - 
| preferring this or that company to theirs, for treating | 


them with this and the other mark of diſregard or indiffe- 
rence; when, to ſpeak the truth, they have themſelves 
in e We aus” "Noe that 1 would the 

2 | men 


7 


| — —— Buthad ws 
FIT more reſpectful obſervance; and 
"= b 


oapriee, or paſſion, e eee eee 
complaining as ſeldom as poſſible, and making it your 
daily care to eee and prevent their 


wiſhes, to enliven the hour of dulneſs, and call up the ideas 


of felicity : had you purſued this conduct, I doubt not but 


you would have maintained and even enereaſed their eſteem, 
ſo far as to have ſecured every degree of inſluende that 
could conduce to their virtue, or your mutual ſatisfaction; 


and 3 this day bes dees deer | 


L „ e „„ a. 
| goodneſs can impreſs. We owned it before ; but ſtill we 


have ground to believe, that of men who 3 have turn- 
ed out better, had they met with diſcreet andobliging wo- 


men, multitudes have been loſt by the inattentiom and „ | 


glect, as well as nota few by the impertinence and per- 
verſeneſs of their wives. Little do many of you think how 


eaſily the heart may be alienated. A generous readineſs to 


make every kind allow ane for what may be amiſs in others, 


is perhaps the rareſt quality in the world; it is however 


one of the moſt neceſſary, is road ion of ſo- 


ciety, but eſpecially in the neareſt of all connexions. And 
yet how few huſbands, comparatively ſpeaking, have the 
good nature to exereiſe it towards the companions of their 
life! How ſoon after marriage does it often happen, that 


every error is magnified into a fault, every fault into a vice, 
and oſten a ſingle look is conſtrued into I know not what 
enormity! One great ſource of this miſery is, that moſt 
men expect too much from the women they marry, exped | 
to be always Tre ** — and cheriſhed by en- 
2 | VE A 


3 ſtching their humours mw} 


. 


dearments; forgetting that they do not always deſervo 
them, that thoſe: women are like themſelves imperfect, that 


even the beſt temper will be hurt by circum 


the brighteſt ſky cannot for ever/remain undlouded:: But not- 


withſtanding all this, it amen true, that women might 


often do much more to p 
band, as we have frequently n thoſe engaging manners 
which they practiſed on the lover, is impiety and diſtraQti- 
on at the ſame inſtant; as if the ſolemn vows they made at 


tte altar were words of courſe, and their only concern was 


to be married, not to be happy, or to gain a heart, not 
to keep it. They are apt alſo to forget in their turn, that 
the.nomplatence andobſequiouſneſs of courtſhip ſeldom ex- 


tend into wedlock ; that the raptures of a common paſſion 


are neceſſarily ſhort; that an attachment without tenderneſs, 
or at moſt an affection without delicacy, is as much as can 


be hoped from the ordinary run of huſbands; and that to 


JO even 5 bg wn both e and Wo: 
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Their dropping to the huſ- 


3 bee which is foroed will be Gogh b. 


pended; and that gentleneſs which is put on will always 

be precarious. Therefore we wiſh you to acquire early 
the habits of ſelf-controul, and to cultivate from principle a 
meek and quiet ſpirit. . This you will do with ſucceſs, if 


conſcience of curbing betimes the iraſcible paſſions of nature, 


| fenen to n of low eſtate. 


intereſt, and i is therefore. no demonſtrative proof of a good 


* 
* 


ST 
* 


imploring and depending on the grace of God, you make 


* have, never [: a woman eminent for # wg laſt of theſs 
qualities, 1 who was not excellent in many other ways. Ref. 
pect to ſuperiors may be enforced by fear, or prompted by 


bart # But habitual mildach, to thoſe of inferior . © = 
Wy | 7. 


3 


of ſubmitting calmly to the daily mortifications of life, of 
_ generouſly yielding to thoſe about you, eee of q 


ace we rexdily enter, Into the diffeſſes,”and'aſ-. | 
. ately contr. reren re of thicſewhom Pro- 
r. png + an there is uo ſuch | 


She i is dre ere 3 whe 
bang: 8 eee <p Ther are ws. 
trueſt judge zecatiſs to rhef diſ- 
* be 66 AX all lights,” A un- 
'the em well, a ritho ION: 
-Phoſewhs — — — ur their 
eecnary ſpirit, abel want of 'gratitide; weit wat m rivey | 
„ eee cee M- 
Vis divine, and will not be 
"vi of e. vereothe*evil With good! R 
— a treaſure, entitled to every mark of beck = | 
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fag 1-0 to etope one - i 
another; arid'there can be Herſe artachment where there is 
abo principle,” Nevertheleſs; I: aur perfiaded, that" treating 
them with tene „hen ſick, and with eee on 
other times, © without” making them 'confidetits, © ould, 
joinedto/a wiſe and pious example; go fr o 
form many of them. At any rate; 
neroſity io thoſe of a lower ſtation, wilt abvays ges ſatis- 1 
faction to the mind in which therę is real ſuperiority ;: 
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_ "il have its full — for yer. — are of. a calm. f 
no proſpeſt of dhe enth. Ind, Fer 1nd al 
| eee Pirits, thus continually. overpaſt, there there 
may be ſome excuſe, from the want of better intruc- 
1 tion, that might ha ve helped to'correft their natural infe- 
©  livity of temper... But what ſhall be ſaid for habitual rancour, | 
| deep reſentment, and cool malignity in thoſe women who, 
| __ *-togetherwith underſtandings originally good (for ſome ſuoh | 
| there are) have enjoyed the adyantages of books and con- | 
vVvierſation, of elegant breeding and | 
Ins truth their heads ſeemed to have ſtarved their hearts; 
they do not indulge” to one partipular paſſion, they may give 
à looſe to all the reft : as if a woman could offend only by 
| incontinence; or as if her not committing a ſin to whi 
„ begebe. of her Sommplexien ue has no pro- 
praſity, oe from y the dread of | 
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the dfination well, and was not 


the righteous but -ſinners- to tepentance. What 
*. e the poor creature taken in 
adultery forgiveneſs of the well-known female pe- 
 Hitent, who bt n ca had been plunged in dif- 
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_— yo FIR to learn ee towards e as. 
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their-own dublin d. Wo, made von 2 . 


| ol human kind? wats the bo iſtians; 
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evermore onthar bless efiabliſhment, whic * 
fanctuary for wretched females we and 6 
reform. May alldtaneteorrigbtiiinnidey in the da of 
the Lord. What ſuperior honour does mmm, 
vich its ſiſter inſtitution, that happy Aſylum for the help- 
leſs young creatures of your ſex Who are yet uncorrupted re- 
flect on this nation! They are truly the moſt _— 
ing glory of Britairr; the faireſt flowers, if 1 may fo ſay, in 
* PRINT er 9 mn al, 402 l e 
eee eee eee Gt L ee wat 11 

* 12 me recommend to you Car | 
e in general, as well as compaſſior 
Rappy part of it. Ah, my fair ie Its, 
un your behalf to thoſe men who. are ee eee 
v eee en or liberal een to the dis 
_ without am to this 1 — at 
once with indignation. and abhorrence. Thoſe wilful and 
deliberate deſtroyers of reputation are of their father the 
* devil, who was an accuſer and a murderer. from the be- 

gining ;” nor, while they do his works willit avail them 
| anght, though like him you could in other reſpects *.tranf- 
form yourſelves into angels of light.” No luſtre of beauty, 
no brillianey of underſtanding, can; even among the warm- 


wy eft friends of the ſex, make compenſation for the ſpirit of 


_ cenforiouſneſs in a female. For my. own part, I confer, 
good nature and candid ſentimeats as fo peculiarly indiſpen- 
fable in every woman, that when I want to eftimate-the | 

| SHA: of any young lady, I take the. firſt opportunity 
of. ding. higly ſome. "—_ 8 her own, nen , 

about 


I 


abs kgs age, but rather younger, w a knows, 
and who is deſervedly a favourite with the men. 1f with- 

out heſitation, reſerve, or a ſingle But, if with apparent 
| pleaſure and cordiality ſhe joins in the praiſe; 1 am wil- 
ling from that moment to form a favourable opinion of 


her heart. I may be miſtaken: it may be all artißoe: 5 


but for the moſt part, I think not. If on the cont 


But I need not expreſs the reſt. Inform us, ye Tubints 


of human nature, what it is in the female mind th 


without the reſtraints of ſuperior worth, inelines it ſo 
ſtrongly to the love of ſeandal? I am diſpoſed to hope 


chat, beſide the competition formerly explained, it may 
be often owing to the acrimony produced by diſappoint- 


ment, and often to the habits contracted by aſſociating | 


with thoſe who, having no fund of entertainment in 
themſelves, are forced to ſeck it at the expence of others. 
Be it owing however to what it will, one thing is cer- 
tain, that a proneſs to indulge it is always deteſtable; 
a8, on the other hand, ſhe. who has the generoſity to 
approve moſt, will have always the fatisfaction of being 
moſt approved; and for the beſt of qualities, an amia- 
ble temper. No, my fair ones, nothing can make amends | 
for the want of that. It is like wiſdom; It cannot be 
e yalaed with the gold of Ophir, with the precious onyx 
te or the ſaphire. The gold and the chryſtal cannot equal 
cc it; and the exchange of it ſhall not be for jewels 
of fine gold. No mention ſhall be made of coral or 


9 pearls: for the price of it is above Fubies. The 
* topaz of Ethiopia ſhall not equal Me” $I a 


Sp beloved, and cheriſh it; for . 


25 + 


. 2 ”- * 


Let 7 the low of vindaeſs” 15 in your . 
forward mouth and perverſe lips put far from you.” . 
againſt every word, againſt every hint that would give pain 
unneceſſarily to any greature. Beware of miſtaking pert- 
. for ee or hes for x ſpirit,” Tremble at the 

| thought | 
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1 Be not haſly.t0;draw h. rac 
5 beh. Whene 


| vharaQter. Ore e is n eue _ the 1 of hart 


never yon do, we: fore; to touch on what is 
y: ſomething. praiſe· worthy there is in every 


9 . cin ſta ce ee may 1 
amoſt always found. If in your judgment of human aQi- 


ons you muſt frequently err, let-it be ever on the favoura- 


ble ſide; and remember, that one of a noble nature had 


much rather be thought humane than witty, ſimple than 


ſevere. Sho yourſelves pleaſed, as often as you really are 


ſo, and you will ſeldom fail of pleaſing. Join to all the 
reſt the magnanimity of applauding freely in other women 
_' that beauty, and thoſe accompliſhments, which you your- 


Ei | ſelves may chance not to. poſſeſs, or to poſſeſs only in an 
inferior degree. 
dy an unaffected attention to ſuch maxims ! the ſparkling 


How lovely and great will you appear 


of wit, or the ſplendour of fortune in others, may amuſe 
and dazzle for a time; but you ſhall ſecure ſolid and laſting 


0 eſteem... Your ſociety will be ſought, as eaſy and ſafe; 


| your Friendſhip will be prized as ſincere and affeQionate ; 


* 
os 


* 


BY i 1 5 in your tender hoſoms your acquaintance will long to re- 


- poſe their hearts; and from your ſympathetic manner of 
ee into their concerns, af will receive conſolation. | 


Mat! is . no danger of finking i into nfipidiry; hy ſuch 
a behaviour? Not the leaſt; if it be accompanied with thoſe 
cther qualities which women ought to cultivate. And 
what ſhould hinder the ſolteſt ſpirit of your ſex from acqui- . 
ring, if he will, any one virtue or accompliſhment propor- 
- tionate to her capacity ? It is poſſible indeed, that ſuch a 
Gaſt t of wind * be * with leſs reſolution | in difficul- 


700, 


leſs endurance of affliction, | Sit Jie eee 
of wit, or du de t erg but by due pains 
taken with herſelf, a woman of this ſort will, I apprehend, 
beyond all others, improve into that form of character 
vhich we would willingly convinoe you is the moſt beautiful 
in a female. There are, I will acknowledge, "now: and 
then in ſome of a different mould, certain little capriee 
lively ſallies and ſtarts of humour, MOR ee e 
on particular occaſions. But then they require to be boun- 
ce” and blended with ſenſe; een ere 


N ON hol of good aon be we 
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Amongſt the many other advantages refuling. 9550 „ 
male meekneſs, I muſt not omit to mention how much it 


will eonduce to Perſonal Attraction. As it nm im- 4 


boles calm paſſions, ſo it naturally or | 
that ſerene manner which is always an 


a flatter never is) and which, - meeting a ſemtimentalmind | 
refines very readily into a gracefuineſs of. er more real 
hun any ihat is acquired i in gay aſſemblie abe an cb. 
N ri os ant much more alluring. | 
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E model ace in which ere apeare wo  confiont- 
"of. beruf eee welle n 8 
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Ado e este ? But Wn on em. room left her to are 
in the diſcourſe, ſhe delivers: herſelf with that ſweet 
voice which often accompanies mild affeQions, 


2 3 — 4 


expreſſing 


in gentle unſtudied accents ſuch ſentiments as are worthy | : 
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of her character; 1 e to gueſs the effect on every 
| ſuſoeptible by-ſtan er 

momentary habe yam) are continually: labouring to give 
thoſe lips, compared with the permanent beauties of a 
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Alas! my friends, what is all the 


lovely mind, breathing from them in agreeable oon verſa - 


„ Let me add, where the grace of meekneſs has the | 
coul in full poſſeſſion, it will be often ſeen beaming in the 


eyes with a bland ſenſibility, and ſporting on. ihe counte- 


nance in placid ſmiles, more ſoft than the ſofteſt glow: of 


a furnmer evening; eſpecially, when the mind is at any 
time exalted into livelier emotions of benignity and j Joy. 


Or once more let us ſuppoſe, that affliction has given to 


fuch a face caſt of ſolemnity und laniguor; it will ſtill 


retain a kind of ſober charm that is inexpreſſibly affecting. 
In truth, beauty never touches the heart ſo deeply, as 
hen with a ſweet unreluctant ſurrender it ſeems ready to 


| faint under the ſhock of dee or the load of ſorrow. 


par, eee 


I would take 10 liberty: to 9 Pay 4e — 


* will be of particular uſe to prevent the Artful Behavi- 
our ſo frequently complained of in women, and in many 


1 inſtances ſo juſtly. Ihe complaint, I confeſs, comes 


with an ill grace from thoſe men, whoſe daily ſtudy it is, in 


one ſhape or another, to impoſe on the ſex; nor can I 


doubt but many of the latter Would have more ſincerity, if 


the others had leſs deſign. They probably think themſelves 
juſtified in baffling art by art; and from the ſcience of de- 
fence and reſiſtance, they are too apt to paſs to that of ſtra- 
tagem and attack. It is marvellous indeed to what lengths 
many of them carry it, till they become mere compoſiti- 


ons of hypocriſy z where i ingenuous feeling is loſt, and every 


word, look, motion, and minute proceeding, is a lye. Whe- 
ther it be that Nature has given them more ſubtilty, or 


that education has taught them more diſguiſe, or that . 5 


2 ee affords them greater leiſure to think of = e 5 
| or 


— 
* 
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want a be owing to one, or to all of 
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* Neventhole s,. Lend inforrs ch dw. lers, that cun+ 
"ning isn0t trueability x it is at beſt but leſt-banded wil om; 
it carries with it an obliquity, and an impotence, that a 
noble mind will, and that a capable one ought t to > deſpiſe. 

I need not ſay, chat it is diametrieally oppoſite to the fim- 
plicity of the goſpel, which admits our being © wiſe as ſer- 
pents, only ſo far as is conſiſtent with our being * harm- 
i © leſs-as doves.” The maxims of a virtuous prudence are 
xrehenfivez and ſhe who has learnt, with an humble 
relianee on heaven's direction, to apply them as occafion ðĩ1 m 
requires, will ne ver want the aſſiſtance of artifiee. In ſhort, .,. 

artiſioe is very oſten a feeble auxiliary, n N 
ly betraying hoſe that truſt to it. Fond prepoſſeſſion; or 
unſuſpecking candour, may no doubt be eafily ha [by 
female diſguiſe; . but it is difficult to act a part long. 
Diſſimulation will ſometimes let fall the maſłk; and he has 
2 who does not abhor and ſcorn the 
detected i tor „ Mean while, what a laborious'taſk is 
bers! Howe. ds and - wretched! From this, 
— native ane and pee A 
g Wee emptat lit P2630 fa | 

An obliging converſation, and ſoft deportment, will pro- 
ceed from you freely as from a living fountain. Having. 
no bad paſſions to conceal, your thoughts and manners 
will be tranſparent. Truth will be your prompter, while 
Diſoretion is your guard. In you virtue will wear her mil- 
deſt aſpect, without conſtraint and without ſtudy. The 
baſeneſs and barbarity of inviting and encouraging addreſſes 
which you mean not in the end to accept, you will avoid 
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ing, ſo the will always een whily the is 


* admiration of — — very early ab- 
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ment ren fofinefs e 
2 In company, the merits of others, not 


. 
tender and exalted 5 it was the 
Every duty b 


years, ſue fulfilled: from inſtinct ſanQified y piety; 1 pi- 
- ety; in which meekneſs ſtill preſided. Heaven beheld o 


gentle a ſpirit with complacence, and took” her away 


the evil to come; took her to itſelf, in all the purity of un- 
39 virtue. den en ſeized” on aten 1 then aw 
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abe and happy, ſhe Gzerendeted her Goh with a placid 
| reſignation; ſhe ſmiled in her laſt moments; the ſmile 
remained on her clay-cold viſage for ſome time after the 
informing mind was-fled. She was lovely and pleaſant in 
her life; and in her death ar object of univerſal arid affeQi- 
onate lamentation. Her little ſtory furniſhes a proof, that 
ſentiment and meekneſs conjoined, are ſuperior to all other 
allurements; and that diſpoſitions at once mild and virtu- 


dus tequire neither diſguiſe, not n 


— 


of Palais you knows chat We language. of inſpiration 


reptnſſemii the internal oharacter uiider the notion of a per- 


ſon or living form. Which it ſtyles the Old or the New 
Man, according as the principles of ſin or of holineſs have 
the aſcendant. By the ſanie figure of ſpeech, the inward 
graces and decorations of a chriſtian are here termed the 
ba: hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corrupti- 
ble; to contraſt them with that corporeal beauty and 


thoſe e -emibelliſhments, . which are immediately - 


palpable to the ſenſes, and like them ſubject. to decay and 
corruption. Thus it is that St. Peter would call off your 
too anxious attention from inferior, outſide, and ſhort-- 


lived attractions, whether ofiginal or aſſumed, to ſuch as 


are of ſupreme value, being in their nature ſpiritual and 
immortal. Nor does he ſimply reſt there, but farther re- 
commends the latter as highly Acceptable to your Maker, 
& even the ornament of a meek and quiet pic which is 

«in the ſight of God of y=_ biene Fre ot 


1 a wick; nd beard a near 1 to his 


own moſt merciful and bleſſed attributes, to his well belo- 


ved Son, and our divinely beneyolent Sayiour, to. thoſe 
good and happy creatures that conſtitute the angelic world, 

and to all the excellent ones of human kind; both on earth 
and in heayen, that belongs to the. ſame great family of _ 
love. 3 Such, a. ſpirit TOC eds 


T. | | e 
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directly from the common _ 
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parent, and Cannot but be pleaſſag to „ ee Wies 
Om James? The wiſdom that is from above is firſt 
dnn then peaceable, gentle, ad any c. be intreated, 

e full of mercy and good fruits. Sky's is ai, ah 4 

8 ebe an fas er elfe. 


1 To: cherih . in a e let all. the. eee 
| aces. incite -you.z but above them all, be en- 

| gaged by thedivine ambition of being a proved by the ſo- 
vereign Judge and rewarder of excellence. What can be 

added to ſuch an argument; or what can we offer upon it, 

that will be any way anſwerable to its dignity? To appear 
beautiful in the eye of God to be beloved by the monarch 
of the univerſe; to be admitted, if I may uſe the phraſe, 
as ſo many fair and ſhining pillars into his temple below; 
while he contemplates each with a pleaſing aſpe ct, and 
purpoſes to remove them in due time to his ſanctuary on 
higb, where they ſhall remain his everlaſting delight, as 

vuvell as the never ceaſing admiration of ſurrounding cheru- 


biims— great Creator, what can equal ſuch exaltation and 


felicity? and can any of you, my hearere, be ſo deſtitute 
of every noble ſentiment as not to aſpire after privileges 
like theſe? Unmoved by ſuch ideas, oan you turn away 
with patience, and run to ſcenes of dreſs and ſhow with 
little inglorious paſſions as before; preferring to the appro- 
bation of the Eternal the ſlighteſt regards from the ſillieſt 
mortals? Go, thou ſenſeleſs: creature, and boaſt of being 
- admired by the butterflies of the day: 8ee what they will 
do for thee, when he whoſe favour thou negleQeſt, and 


5 for ſuch things, ſhall cauſe thy * beauty to conſume like 


0 a moth,” and thy heart to fink within thee like a ſtone. 
5 Imagination ſnudders at the thought of that day, when thou 
malt enter trembling, forſaken,” and forlorn, thoſe diſmal 
regions which the voice of adulation cannot reach, where - 
nothing ſhall be heard but ſounds Wa enn and blaſphe- 
e N "where N of very ornament that now = 


decks : 
8 ee p a 
x 
> 


Wy 
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cial et itelk, thy mad . 


muſt appear without ſhelter or covering, all deformed and 
ghaitly, mangled with the wounds of deſpairing guilt, and 


diſtorted by the violence! of envenomed paſſions, while de- 
mons/ſhall mock" At - thy miſtery. Save us, almighty Re- + 


.deemer, - fave: theſe. young e from a _ Mgr 
ful! . 


* 


Would you concur to prevent it Ty Begin with reſtraining 
the love of ornament; or rather, turn that dangerous af- 
fection into a higher channel, and let it flow: it will then 

become ſafe, uſeful, noble. Here you will have ſcope 


for the largeſt fancy. To the adorning of your characters 
we wiſh you to ſet no bounds. In dreſſingt the ſoul for com- 
pany of ſaints, ofangels, of God himſelf, you cannot em- 


ploy too much time or thought. In ſtudying and cultiva- 


ting“ the hidden man of the heart,” | you will every day 5 


diſcover new charms, that will i improve with age, bloom 
in ſiekneſs, live in death, ſurvive the deſolation of the 
grave, aſcend triumphant to the world of perfect beauty, 


and continue to brighten under the ſmile of heaven for 


ever. In a word, all the beſt beings in the creation, toge- 


ther with the Creator himſelf, concur in es and ho- 


nouring a nen mind. 


Nor is this a diſtinction, for which you muſt contend 


with too many competitors. Carry the paſſion for dreſs al- 


moſt ever ſo high, you will ſtill have the mortification . 


find ſome one or other outſhine you in taſte, or in magni- 


ficence; but the palm of wiſdom you may bear away from 
the greater part unenvied, if you will only allaw them the 


ſuperiority of faſhion. Oh! that I knew how to awaken 


on this ſubject the ſpirit of ambition in thoſe who are ſo | | 
Prone to indulge it on a thouſand others. Happy preacher, 


bo couldſt thou TR thy hearers filled with emulation to ex- 
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276 | On Pemale — | 8. x. 
| ene ie Hind: the wodeſt graces and accom- 
pliſhments that can adorn their ſex | Happy Britain, were 
this the gra, in which religion, with her whole train of 
Virtues, might riſe into repute amongſt thy childrens in 
"which thy ſons might be © as plants grown up in their 8 
youth,“ and thy“ daughters as corner - ww: | 


16 ae the ſimilitudes of a punt” 
V 
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TRE preacher can readily ſuppoſe, that many thinge 
advanced on the ſubje& of Women in the courſe of theſe 


Sermons, will be deemed by the generality of his own 
ſex too ſoothing, while by the majority of yours many 
will be judged too ſevere ; ſuch is the force of prejudios on 


both ſides. That tb quite impartial, jt is impoſ- 
ſible for him to be certain. He can only ſay, that he has 


honeſt y endeavoured, according to the beſt of his capacity, 
to hold the balance even. Throughout the whole, he had 
but one ſingle point to ſtudy ; which was, to advance 
| what he believed to be true, and what he hoped at the 


ſame time might be uſeful, He knew, and conſidered, 


that he is accountable at a higher tribunal than any upon 


earth. If he has wiſhed to pleaſe, it was from a ſolicitude 
4 for your good to edification. If he has happened to of- 
fend, it was without malignity or deſign. He ſhould 'be 


ſorry to be counted your enemy, for telling you the truth. 
But his concern in that caſe would be for you, not for him- 
ſelf; he is ambitious of your W but be! is much 
more ſo for his on. | 


| His happieſt an g 15 chiefly ben in the Oy 
ſation of women of worth and underſtanding, it is certain, 
that for ſuch he has entertained a peculiar eſteem. He pre- 


| tends not indeed, that even amongſt them he has foundany . 


, jewel without a flaw.. But notwithſtanding their imperfec- 


5 tions, juſtice exaQ from him this teſtimony, that when 


they have in any tolerable degree approached to the "ſtan- 


dard of hat we have ſo often ſtyled Female excellence, 


| e they has appeared to him, with' a few exceptions in favour 
A x the ber re Fe far 0; devouteſt e the 
8 * e een meſt 
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258 | Qmelyſun. 
warn friends, and the moſt ſentimental as SY as enter- 
| taining companions. What he has principally to lament. 
zs his meeting with ſo ſmall a number, who have had ele- 
Þ vation enough to praQtiſe an entire ſimplicity. of manners, 
fenſe enough wholly to forget their perſons in the company 
of men, and meekneſs enough to be quite content when 

not ee immediate attention. | | 


bt; the preacher has eee upon. the 8 of 
candour, to account for ſome. paſſions in the ſex that ſeem 
at firſt ſight leſs i innocent, or leſs excuſable; it was under 
b the ſanction and impreſſion of that great evangelical law, 
'« Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judg- 
« ment ye judge, ye ſhall be judged; and with what mea- 
* ſure ye mete, it ſhall be meaſured to you again.“ If 
he has addreſſed thoſe young perſons who formed his audi- 
enee, in a ſtyle of peculiar tenderneſs, the reaſon, in plain 
terms, was becauſe he felt it; nor does he think, that ei- 
ther as a man, or as a preacher, he ought to ſuppreſs, if 
he could, an affection which nature has implanted, and 
e kept within ee, hovads, 8 does: not pro- 
hibit. | 


© Tfhe has attempted to E Wade under the 
ſmiles of complacence, or to enforce admonition with the 
_ feryqurs of friendſhip; ſay, ye cenſors of the age, is he 
really to blame? Is an auſtere countenance the proper 
face of zeal, or a diſtant formality the genuine mark of ho- 
lineſs? To diſguſt by. rudeneſs, or todiſcourage by rigour 
Dis that the way to win ſouls? Was it t the way | of the : 


"i 


3 
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* words e can paint 8 into — 1 lip grace was 
poured, who didſt* not break the bruiſed reed, nor queneh 
* the ſmoaking flax,” whoſe. charaQer was like that of 
thy Father, love? I touched before on the ſpirit, that 
| he in his teaching; let me Job 5 here that his pa- 
| | | | rables, 


S 


Fkk „ 
; 1 - pables, which FEY ſo great a part of it, widte pili: to | 
#1 the imagination no leſs than to the heart; preſenting the 
ſtrongeſt pictures of life and nature, at the ſame time that 
by theſe very means they impreſſed the nobleſt leſſons of 
piety and truth. To ſpeak in general, will any one ſay, 
that the ſeverity of cenſure muſt never be ſoftened, nor 
the awfulneſs of ſolemnity tempered ; not even when the 
preacher has the Youthful and the Gay for his' hearers? ; 
"Thoſe ſurely are ſtrangers to true Wiſdom who | 
her monitions incompatible with chearful images or #74, 
ful ideas; ſurely thoſe are unacquainted with the human 
mind, who hope to reform its errors without ooneiliating 
its affections, or think that the tutoring of terror alone 
wilt | array the love of en | KEE 


In ſome Ae which I 0 offered to your conſi- 
Abate; I ſhould not be ſurpriſed if I have been taxed 
with idle refinement. We live in an age when whatever 
is held by the Few moſt ſolid and valuable, is by the Many 
derided as viſionary, or decried as inſignificant. - In the 
pteſent age an accompliſhed female is apt to be ſhunned 
under the notion of a Learned Lady; and the Virtuous 
Woman of the Proverbs would be in danger of being ridi- 
ceuled as a compoſition of affectation. In this age the ſub- 
ject of dreſs and ornament, I am ready to acknowledge, is 
better underſtood than formerly; but in theſe how oſten 
are modeſty, frugality, and ſimple elegance, given up to 
levity or faſhion, to vain competition or miſtaken appear- 
_ ance! In this age the ſtrictneſs of female decorum, and 
the fetirings of female reſerve, mult expect to be'conftrued_ 
"into ighoranee of the world; if not into hypoeritical airs of 
female ſanckity. In this polite 486, T had almoſt "aſked, 
" Where! is the man that believes any woman to be modeſt 
1 K.. heart; and where 18 the woman that dares to be füpe- 
tor to the follies of her ſex ? A paſſion” exalted by genero- 
c. and refined wy ſentiment,” in which" the man, not the 


e 


1 r dee e 


| equipage, was n in which the 0 8 


vers might exiſt in the days of old, or. poſiibly may be yet 


found in the obſcurity of retreat; but in the gay world, 


where all is tainted with ſenſuality, and ſacrificed to ſhow, 
they would appear too ungenteel to be reſpectable, and 
too infipid to be happy. Here, alas, how few have the 
_ Fortitude to live to their own hearts, the worth to cultivate 
the joys of friendſhip, or the ſoul to ſeek conjugal felicity 
in conjugal eſteem! Amidſt the hurry and diſſipation of 
diverſions, the profligacy, or inſignificance of play, the fu- 
tility or frivolouſneſs of formal viſiting ; what regard or 
what room is left for ſelf-poſſeſſion or mutual confidence, 
for rational converſation or improving ſtudy, for the plea- 
Ing cares of a family, or that amiable mixture of minds 
without which ſocial life is modiſh diſguiſe or mean indul- 
gence? Is it neceſlary to add, how ſeanty a portion of time 
is now given to private devotion; how little the ſabbath is 
made a day of reſt from the-toil of pleaſure, or the tumult 
ol paſſion; and to what banter from the licentious of both 
ſexes ſhe is expoſed, who would fill up the duties of that 
day with ſeriouſneſs, reverence, and conſtancy ? Let me 
only ſubjoin, that the modes of breeding now eſtabliſned 
for young women are ſuch, that compoſure and ſoftneſs are 
nardly deemed conſiſtent, that a demeanour perfectly at- 
-tentive is in hazard of paſſing for want of _— and 8 


. fomper u meek ior. want of url Wait 


. But what are you to inffr from all this} « That you myſt | 

yes follow. a multitude 10 do ey % or relinquiſh Wiſdom, | 
decauſe ſhe is renounced by fools? No. She Kill continues 
to be © juſtified of her childrenz” and be aſſured, my dear | 
: auditory, that thoſe very fools ſhall be forced one day to 
_ acknowledge her worth. A few ſhort years rolled away 
. ni this gaudy ſpepe will as) Where are now mapy 
| of 


of the miſerable 1 that we "IVE ſeen fret cheirty 
hour on the ſtage of Vanity? Doctrine like this They too 
once deſpiſed as idle refinement, or diſreliſhed as nauſeous 
dulneſs. Do ye imagine they are of the ſame mind till? 
How, think ye, will it appear to yourſelves in the decripi- 
tude of age, and on the bed of death? By what ſtandard 
ſhall you then wiſh to have regulated yourſelves; by that 
of reaſoriable women and virtuous believers, or by the 
manners and maxims af a; Tang enen age? 


5 me warn you, by every thing that 
is prudent and good, by all that can promote the impor- 
tance. of your ſex, the reformation of ours, and the hap- 
pineſs of both; let me warn you, in the name of your 

country, in the name of your poſterity, in the name of 
God! Suffer not Folly to deceive or Flattery to abuſe you. 
The time cannot be very diſtant, at which beauty ſhall 
_ fade as a flower, by the courſe of nature; the period may 
be near at hand, when it ſhall ſhrink at once, under the 
violence of diſeaſe. However you may try to forget it, 
life i is all uncertain: and when thoſe eyes, now full of lucid 
ſpirit, ſhall ſink i in darkneſs, when that complexion, now 
bright and blooming, ſhall die away into a livid hue, and 
men ſhall turn with hołror from thoſe features which they 
behold at preſent with delight; what will the world avail - 
you, or. the world's applauſe? Death, my dear hearers, 
Death is no oourtier; he will ſhow you to yourſelves as 
you really are, diveſted of every external decoration and 
ſkin-deep allurement. If deſtitute of mental acquiſitions 
and moral graces, the unfading luſtre of an enlightened 
ſoul, © the hidden and incorruptible man of the heart; 
what will it avail you that you are now fair and flattered? 
The reputation of wit, the popularity of politeneſs, the 
profeſſion of piety itſelf, will in that gonjuncture be alike 
ineffectual. It is only the retroſpeQ of capacity well em-. 
Ployed, the, conſciouſneſs of beneyolence worthily exer- - 
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e qualities that may ſ Aste cell excel- : 
lence, death will hide them for ever in the night of deſpair. 
he blackneſs of darkneſs will- cjoſe upon the naked and 
_ wandering ghoſt; While its loathſome.romains are Sonmſign- 
ed to oblivion and putrefuction in the priſon of the grave, 
with the proſpects of a worſe enn hereafter. But where there 
is a living image of true goodneſs begun iq this (tate, death 
will deliver it with abet) We the kiniſhing hand of Eter- 
nity, to be produced with every mark of honour in the 
open view of heaven; Where its now mortal partner, reſ- 
cued from the diſhonours of the duſt, and brightened into 
the graces of eternal youth, mall rejoin it in ut umpli t 
ſuffer the pang of ſeparation no more. Everlaſtin 
vah, what a crown of joy will it-confer upon the preachei 
in that day, ſhould this little ſerviee be rewarded with the 
Wen Ne of having'contributedt6 the ſalvation or improve- Ee, 
nent of any of theſe young perforis whom he now addreſſes ! | 
If ever thine ear was open tomy ory,” hear me, O Lotd, 
hear me, in their behalf. eee perform, 


perform by the May that ſpitit “ ſeal them 

unto — vedebnyeior At Tg _ youu 
may I meet you all amon ere | 

happy to ſee yon — Linaſloi 
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to tkink, chat 1 fall live with you for ever; 400 joining 
in the gratulations of your fellow angels round tho throne 
of Gödg when 'he'ſhall m ee all „ clothe: you 
ce with the garments of ſalvation, and cover you with the 


tobe ef fignteoufnefe, as a bridegtoom is decked with 
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